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Preface: China’s Impact on  
Strategic Regions
China’s economic and political footprint has expanded so quickly that many countries, even those 
with relatively strong state and civil society institutions, have struggled to grapple with the implica-
tions. There has been growing attention to this issue in the United States and the advanced industrial 
democracies of Japan and Western Europe. But “vulnerable” countries—those where the gap is 
greatest between the scope and intensity of Chinese activism, on the one hand, and, on the other, 
local capacity to manage and mitigate political and economic risks—face special challenges. In these 
countries, the tools and tactics of China’s activism and influence activities remain poorly understood 
among local experts and elites. Both within and beyond these countries, meanwhile, policy too often 
transposes Western solutions and is not well adapted to local realities. 

This is especially notable in two strategic regions: Southeastern, Central, and Eastern Europe; and 
South Asia. China’s economic and political profile has expanded unusually quickly in these two 
regions, but many countries lack a deep bench of local experts who can match analysis of the domes-
tic implications of Chinese activism to policy recommendations that reflect domestic political and 
economic ground truth. 

To address this gap, the Carnegie Endowment initiated a global project to better understand Chinese 
activities in eight “pivot” countries in these two strategic regions. 

The project’s first objective was to enhance local awareness of the scope and nature of Chinese ac-
tivism in states with (1) weak state institutions, (2) fragile civil societies, or (3) countries where “elite 
capture” is a feature of the political landscape. 
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Second, the project aimed to strengthen capacity by facilitating a sharing of experiences and 
best practices across national boundaries.

Third, the project sought to develop policy prescriptions for the governments of these 
countries, as well as the United States and its strategic partners, to mitigate and respond 
to activities inimical to political independence or well-balanced economic growth and 
development. 

To establish a comprehensive picture of China’s activities and their impact, this project dug 
deeply into Chinese activism in four case countries in each region—eight countries in total. 

We began by holding workshops, so that influencers across countries could share experiences 
and compare notes. Invited participants included policymakers, experts, journalists, and 
others—all with deep local knowledge, steeped in their countries’ politics, economies, and 
civil societies. In Europe, the four countries were Georgia, Greece, Hungary, and Romania, 
and in South Asia, Bangladesh, Maldives, Nepal, and Sri Lanka. Cross-national discussions 
among these regional participants aimed to raise awareness, discuss the implications of 
China’s growing activism in their countries, and compare notes on the diverse ways in which 
these various countries had managed the rapid influx of Chinese capital, programs, people, 
technology, and other sources of influence.  

After holding several workshops for each region, Carnegie scholars conducted extensive inter-
views and a comprehensive review of open-source data and literature on Chinese activities— 
including extensive media monitoring in local languages, from Bengali to Nepali, Georgian to 
Greek. These deep dives aimed to measure Chinese influence along three dimensions: 

(1) Chinese activities that shape or constrain the choices and options for local political and 
economic elites; 

(2) Chinese activities that influence or constrain the parameters of local media and public 
opinion; and 

(3) China’s impact on local civil society and academia. 

The first of these three dimensions is important because China’s sheer size means that it will 
inevitably play a role in these two strategic geographies. China is the world’s largest trader 
and manufacturer—and it sits on a significant pool of foreign exchange reserves and capital 
that countries in all three regions will invariably wish to tap. For this reason, these surveys 
aimed to identify, distinguish, and analyze only those specific activities that could constrict 
options, reduce the scope of choice, and reward a narrow interest group or elite. 

The second of the three dimensions is crucial because China frequently couples its use of 
economic and political carrots and levers to broad-ranging public relations outreach. When 
China floods a country not just with investment but also with strategic messages designed 
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to influence public opinion, there is often little space left for counter-narratives, especially in 
countries that lack independent media or have weak civil societies. 

The third of the three dimensions is critical because in the most vulnerable countries of these 
two regions, civil society and academia are often too fragile to provide balanced coverage of 
the activism of external powers. In some cases, Chinese funding and so-called united front 
tactics have shaped domestic narratives. 

Beijing, like other outside powers, cultivates friendly voices in nearly every country. But in 
some countries, there are few counterweights.

By exploring all three dimensions of Chinese influence simultaneously, Carnegie’s initiative 
has aimed to generate a clearer and well-balanced picture of Chinese activism and messaging 
in Europe and South Asia, while fostering a cross-national network of influencers who will 
continue to compare notes, learn across national boundaries, and spur a genuinely regional 
conversation about China’s rise and its far-reaching implications.  

Erik Brattberg
Director, Europe Program and Fellow, Carnegie Endowment for International Peace

Evan A. Feigenbaum 
Vice President for Studies, Carnegie Endowment for International Peace
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Summary
The Carnegie Endowment project “China’s Impact on Strategic Regions” comes at a time 
when states across several regions of the globe are experiencing China’s increased involve-
ment in their polities, economies, and societies, and the consequences that such engagement 
brings with it. Over the last decade, China has developed a greater variety of interests and 
more connections than ever with countries, including in parts of Europe and South Asia. 
With these new channels of influence, it has developed expectations of exceptional consider-
ation for its interests and is willing to exercise pressure in its pursuit for special treatment.

This paper builds on the research carried out through focus groups, extensive interviews, 
and detailed archival analysis and media mapping in four South Asian states—Bangladesh, 
Maldives, Nepal, and Sri Lanka—to learn from their rapidly evolving relationships with 
China, as well as explore the impact of Chinese influence cross-nationally and comparatively. 
All four countries have distinctive vulnerabilities. In some, state institutions are brittle. In 
others, civil society provides an inadequate check on the actions and powers of the state. 
Elsewhere, elites are prone to capture, including by external actors, such as China and its 
proxies. The study attempts to make sense of deepening Chinese activism by framing it in 
terms of the impact it has on the vulnerabilities in these states.

The paper aims to understand how China leverages specific vulnerabilities in these four 
states for its interests; how these vulnerabilities can be remedied; and how the states can 
share and learn from each other’s experiences to strengthen their individual and collective 
hand. Ultimately, the paper hopes to offer policy recommendations that aid the countries 
in discouraging unproductive Chinese actions and influences, while engendering the kind 
of engagement that is in their interest. The recommendations are also directed toward the 
United States and its strategic partners to help strengthen these states’ independence of 
action, bargaining power, and development.
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China’s Goals 

China’s main asset is its economic levers of influence, and Chinese actors are proac-
tive in wielding these. 

China is helping to construct mega infrastructure projects in every country in the region, in 
most cases with money that it has lent them. Its loans to Sri Lanka were at $4.6 billion in 
2020, and the overall figure for Maldives is believed to be between $1.1 billion and $1.4 bil-
lion. These economic engagements serve Chinese strategic ends and help expand its influence 
in a region that has traditionally been considered India’s strategic backyard. Chinese actors 
are proactive in seeking opportunities, often approaching public or private stakeholders 
with suggestions for engagement, and timing project completion to coincide with upcoming 
elections. This earns them goodwill and increases the possibility of getting projects going.

China’s tools of influence are becoming much more diverse. 

China’s tools of influence are varied and are wielded depending on the extent of its engage-
ment in a country, on the robustness of that country’s institutions, and China’s personal 
relationships with key regime actors. These can be in the form of incentives or threats, used 
to deter or compel both state and nonstate actors in focus countries. Sometimes, coercive 
threats are used to lead local actors such as journalists to self-censor. At other times, blan-
dishments and incentives such as buying advertisements, offering collaboration for a media 
outlet with the embassy, and so on are used to evoke compliance. 

There is no “debt trap” in the four countries. 

The commonly heard narrative of China practicing debt-trap diplomacy—a practice of offer-
ing easy money for unviable projects with the aim of gaining control of assets—does not hold 
in the four countries studied. Sri Lanka, most often cited as an example of debt-trap diploma-
cy, has an overall debt management problem. Studies in 2020 put Sri Lanka’s external debt 
to China at about 6 percent of gross domestic product (GDP). Other countries like Nepal 
and Bangladesh have been prudent in choosing their funders and methods of financing, often 
choosing traditional multilateral institutions or other bilateral lenders as partners. 

Countries are learning from each other and changing how they exercise agency as a 
result. 

In what is perhaps the most key finding from the project, stakeholders that were engaged 
highlighted their awareness about the negative consequences of Chinese engagement, as well 
as their willingness to avoid them. Correspondingly, state actors in the focus countries have 
exercised their agency in keeping their national interest in mind while dealing with China. 
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This includes rejecting specific projects found to be untenable. Elsewhere, political parties 
have resisted giving in to China’s attempts at increasing engagement with them. In many 
instances, it is the governments in the states under study that have pulled China closer when 
they see clear benefits in cooperating—China can provide domestic political advantage 
ahead of elections, as well as deliver public works and other benefits to constituents.

China and its partners are still having teething trouble—for now.

China is a relatively new entrant to South Asia and is yet to clearly understand the institu-
tions and organizational cultures of the focus countries. Likewise, the countries under study 
are still figuring out how Beijing thinks. These divergences account for the dissonance and 
diplomatic faux pas that are often visible. However, both sides are acutely aware of what they 
mean to each other, and keen to learn to work in the interest of the broader relationship.

India is still a more significant strategic player than China. 

India continues to be the state with the most influence on the choices, interests, and conduct 
of the countries under study. Due to India’s historical, political, and social connections 
with these countries, there seem to be limits to how deeply entrenched China can become. 
However, the balance is gradually shifting toward China, for the role it can play as a devel-
opmental partner as well as a balancing factor against the regional power, India. Moreover, 
India’s close presence in their social, political, and economic lives also leaves it open to 
heightened levels of criticism, including allegations of meddling.

Recommendations for the United States and Its Strategic Partners

Consistency is the key to China’s regional engagement; it should be key to the United 
States’ as well. 

Steady engagement from the United States and its partners is still very much desired by all 
four of these South Asian states. These expectations, and the China challenge, can be met 
with a consistent presence and a long-term policy for the region, as opposed to the current 
perception of piecemeal and fleeting engagement. The first Quad summit’s decision to focus 
on vaccines, emerging technologies, and climate—three areas where China has made a big 
play to support South Asia—is useful in this regard.  

Chinese projects focus on what the four states are perceived to need—so should U.S. 
engagement. 

Like China, the United States needs to marry its capabilities and proposals with the de-
velopment priorities and domestic needs of the four South Asian states. Connectivity and 
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infrastructure projects are at the top of the wish list for all South Asian states and have 
become a key area of cooperation with China. To increase their profile in the region, the 
United States and its partners must pay attention to what the countries are asking for. The 
Build Back Better World initiative announced at the June 2021 meeting of G7 leaders is 
a productive step in this direction. As countries in the region transition to middle-income 
status and become ineligible for much of concessional assistance, the United States could 
use its influence in Western multilateral organizations to help these states develop alternative 
avenues for development assistance.

De-hyphenate U.S. engagement in the region from the Chinese question. 

It would be prudent to pitch American assistance on its own merits and intrinsic value. It 
should be delinked from a broader anti-China thrust, and it should not be held hostage 
to the focus countries tempering their relationships with China. As small countries, it is 
unlikely that Bangladesh, Maldives, Nepal, or Sri Lanka can afford to explicitly choose 
among relationships with bigger powers. Any sort of conditionality reduces the avenues for 
cooperation. Communicating a positive agenda, not just a negative one, will win greater 
favor among governments, businesses, and the public.

Acknowledge domestic drivers and build capacity to reduce space for China.

The focus countries find China’s approach of noninterference favorable. One way the United 
States can circumvent being seen as interfering when it brings its assistance to the table 
with governance conditionalities is to build domestic capacity and strengthen civil societies 
in these focus countries. All four states in this study have media outlets and civil society 
organizations that have been focusing on questions of good governance. The United States 
can identify and equip them with grants and training to enable them and their audiences to 
ask tough questions and ask for transparency. In doing this, the pressure on governments to 
do better comes from within rather than without.
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Introduction
In May 2021, Li Jiming, the Chinese ambassador to Bangladesh, used a conversation with 
journalists to caution the country against joining the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue, or 
“Quad”—the informal grouping of Australia, India, Japan, and the United States that some 
in Beijing view as a prospective anti-China alliance. “Relations with China will be damaged 
if Bangladesh joins the Quad,” he warned.1 Foreign Minister A.K. Abdul Momen responded 
within a day, reminding China that Bangladesh was free to make its own foreign policy 
choices and to pursue alignments and relationships in its interest. He also confessed to some 
surprise that Beijing would wade into the internal choices of another country.2 

Bangladesh should not have been so surprised. The reality is that China has been embold-
ened to assert its interests in South Asia more directly because of profound changes in its 
relationships with states in the region. Over the past decade, it has developed a greater 
variety of interests and more connections than ever. In parallel, China has developed more 
channels of influence as well as a greater expectation of deference to its interests and a greater 
willingness to exercise pressure in their pursuit. 

Over the last decade, China has become far more attentive to its South Asian periphery, 
moving beyond commercial and development engagements to more far-reaching political 
and security ones.3 However, most analyses of these changing parameters of engagement 
have focused on the Chinese end of these relationships, and too often analytical attention is 
limited to examining specific infrastructure projects or investments under Beijing’s Belt and 
Road Initiative (BRI). This has left an incomplete picture of Chinese engagement because it 
misses the degree to which South Asian states are trying to manage and mitigate the impacts 
of Chinese influence that they view as inimical to their interests, even as they continue to 
develop political, military, and especially commercial ties with Chinese actors. 
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This paper is part of a multiregion Carnegie Endowment project, “China’s Impact on 
Strategic Regions.” It uses four cases—Bangladesh, Maldives, Nepal, and Sri Lanka—to 
examine not just the dynamic contours of China’s relationships with states in South Asia 
but also what can be learned from exploring Chinese influence cross-nationally and com-
paratively. The four countries have distinctive vulnerabilities. In some, state institutions are 
brittle. In some, civil society provides a weak check on the actions and powers of the state. In 
some, elites are prone to capture, including by external actors, such as China and its proxies. 

The goals of this paper are threefold: to explore how China has leveraged specific vulnera-
bilities in these four South Asian states in pursuit of its interests; how these vulnerabilities 
can be plugged; and how sharing experiences among these four states could help them to 
strengthen their individual and collective hands, ensuring productive Chinese engagement 
in their interest while discouraging or mitigating the effects of unproductive Chinese actions 
and influences.

Ultimately, the paper aims to help strengthen local capacity through policy recommenda-
tions that could help these four countries mitigate and withstand the destabilizing elements 
of Chinese engagement while channeling Chinese energies in directions that support their 
interests. The study’s policy prescriptions are directed not only at each of the four countries 
but also to the United States and its strategic partners to help strengthen these states’ 
independence of action, bargaining power, and development.

FIGURE 1
China–Focus Country Interactions Between Governments and Political Parties

Source: See Appendix 7.
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Figure 1. China-Focus Country Interactions Between Governments and Political Parties

Source: See Appendix 7.
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Analyzing the South Asian Setting

The four countries considered in this paper are not precisely alike. Neither are China’s rela-
tionships with them. For example, Maldives and Sri Lanka have been extremely receptive to 
Chinese loans for infrastructure projects. Bangladesh and Nepal, by contrast, have preferred 
alternative models to finance their development needs. In Bangladesh, China has emerged as 
the primary supplier of military hardware—a relationship that is not replicated in the three 
other countries. In Maldives, Nepal, and Sri Lanka, political actors with clear pro-China 
leanings have emerged, but not in Bangladesh. It is important, therefore, not to overgener-
alize about the region. But, although the four countries are different, each is vulnerable in 
some way. And, above all, countries with such vast gaps in capacity invariably face challenges 
as they engage with China.

In this context, it is important to study the relationships of these countries with China 
individually or through a particular thematic lens such as infrastructure finance. However, 
examining the cases comparatively and comprehensively offers a more granular under-
standing. This paper, first, explores how each country measures on three axes of vulnera-
bilities—the comparative strength of state institutions, the robustness of civil society, and 
the dynamics of prospective elite capture. In examining state institutions, the study looks at 
how each state vets or monitors Chinese economic or political activities. Its analysis of civil 
society focuses especially on whether and to what extent the media and nongovernmental 
organizations (NGOs) identify and expose irregularities. It explores potential elite capture by 
tracking foreign penetration of and influences on each national elite. 

Second, the study looks at the gaps in comparative analysis of the four countries.4 There are 
indications that each one’s main political, commercial, and social actors are aware of the in-
creasing intensity and complexity of Chinese operations across the region, and that they are 
learning from some aspects of each other’s experiences. However, much of this learning takes 
place passively—watching closely what has happened in a neighboring country, drawing 
lessons, and trying to avoid making the same mistakes. As an adviser to the prime minister 
of Bangladesh notes, “we have learned from Sri Lanka’s [experiences with Chinese export 
investments], we have learned from [the same in] Djibouti.”5 More could be learned from a 
more active sharing of experiences by stakeholders in these countries. This second section of 
the paper provides them with suggestions for how to do so. 

Third, the paper explains what is actually happening in China’s relationships with these 
countries across a spectrum of political, economic, military, educational, and social issues. 
This section of the study draws especially on the insights of a network of influencers and ex-
perts from each of the four countries, as well as extensive interviews, focus groups, and other 
forms of stakeholder engagement. Over the course of this one-year project, the Carnegie 
Endowment assembled this network whose members straddle major sectors, including the 
government, political parties, the diplomatic service, media, chambers of commerce, indus-
trial interests, academia, think tanks, the civil service, and nongovernmental organizations. 
The aim was to gain a whole-of-society understanding of dynamic attitudes toward China 
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in and across the countries. To the latter end, the Carnegie Endowment brought together 
some of these stakeholders from different countries, facilitating comparative discussion and a 
sharing of experiences and ideas.

Fourth, the paper compares what is happening in the four countries by triangulating 
insights from this network with primary and secondary research, media monitoring, and 
deep analytical dives into all aspects of their relationships with China.

For each of the four countries, the paper poses six questions: 

1. What is the underlying strategic logic and objectives that drive China’s activities? 

2. What vulnerabilities and weaknesses within each state has China been able to 
leverage, with what set of tools, and in what combination? 

3. How effective are the various Chinese influence activities, and what impact do they 
have on local institutions and on public and elite perceptions of China?

4. What are the actual or prospective threats to the interests of the United States and 
its strategic partners? 

5. Has the coronavirus pandemic been an inflection point that either bolsters or 
weakens Chinese influence? 

6. How have the four countries managed and mitigated their vulnerabilities and what 
lessons can their neighbors learn from their distinctive experiences?

The Carnegie Endowment held closed-door workshops with domain experts from the focus 
countries between October and December 2020 and remained engaged with the network 
afterwards. The formal sessions were organized thematically and included some forty 
participants. 

Between January and May 2021, the author undertook forty digital and phone interviews as 
well as primary research. This helped to triangulate data collected from the workshop dis-
cussions and to develop country analyses. This phase included a deep dive into open-source 
information from policy papers, academic research, private and public company websites, 
social media posts, official government documents, and statements in Bangladesh, India, 
Nepal, China, Sri Lanka, Maldives, and the United States. It also included archival research 
of news articles in the Bangla, Chinese, English, Nepali, Sinhala, and Tamil languages 
dating from 2013 to 2020. Together, these provide a more complete picture of China’s rising 
influence than can be gleaned only from English-language sources. 
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Chinese Engagement in South Asia:  
The Story So Far
In recent years, the most powerful sources of Chinese influence in the four South Asian 
countries surveyed have been commercial and financial.6 This is reflected in high-value 
project finance and operations partnerships, not least for the Hambantota and Colombo 
port projects in Sri Lanka and the Padma Multipurpose Bridge Project in Bangladesh. 
Without exception, the governments of the four countries have described China as a crucial 
development partner, either as a funder or in providing technological and logistical support.7 
Additionally, it is the biggest trading partner in goods for Bangladesh and Sri Lanka, and 
the second-largest for Nepal and Maldives. Chinese investors have been the largest source of 
foreign direct investment (FDI) pledges to Nepal for six consecutive years till 2020–2021, 
with more than half of the country’s total FDI in the 2018–2019 fiscal year.8 However, the 
economic element is increasingly intertwined with political, government, and people-to-peo-
ple aspects of these relationships. 
FIGURE 2
Imports and Exports With China, By Focus Country

Source: See Appendix 9.
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Chinese tourists have become an important driver of growth for all four countries, with 
active encouragement from the authorities in China. For example, in 2019 before govern-
ments shut down international travel in response to COVID-19, the number of Chinese 
tourists in Nepal increased by over 11 percent year-on-year. They were no doubt encouraged 
by the Chinese ambassador who released a professionally shot set of photographs of herself 
visiting the country’s tourist attractions.9 On the other hand, in Maldives, leaders of the 
tourism industry believe that a lack of government backing in China stifled the flow of 
Chinese tourists to the country, which has been open to international travelers even amid 
the coronavirus pandemic since mid-2020.10 

Educational partnerships have expanded too. Several Confucius Institutes have opened in 
Bangladesh in quick succession. In Nepal, multiple schools have made Chinese-language 
courses compulsory after the Chinese government offered to cover the salaries of the teach-
ers involved.11 In Bangladesh, journalists have been awarded one-year, all-expenses-paid 
fellowships to Chinese institutions, and multiple newspapers have worked with the Chinese 
embassy to coordinate roundtables on the benefits of the BRI for the country. 

Figure 3. Chinese Tourists in South Asia

Source: See Appendix 10.
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The International Department of the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) has assiduously built 
alliances with political parties in the region. It has organized virtual seminars and work-
shops with members of the ruling parties in Nepal and Sri Lanka to discuss the relationship 
and avenues of cooperation between the parties.12 In Bangladesh, the ruling Awami League 
signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU) aimed at enhancing cooperation with the 
CCP in the presence of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, the party president.13 

The CCP has also mobilized another of its arms in building influence in the region in 
recent years. Several ambassadorial appointees to South Asia have worked extensively in the 
United Front Work Department (UFWD) of the CCP, and not necessarily in the diplomatic 
corps. The UFWD operates to influence political, economic, and intellectual elites in other 
countries; in the current context, that involves forging a narrative that paints China as a key 
player in the global order and a partner for the future. Ambassador to Bangladesh Li Jiming 
and former envoy to Sri Lanka Cheng Xueyuan trace their careers back to the UFWD. 
Among others in the region, Nong Rong, ambassador to Pakistan is also known to have a 
background in the department. 

The pandemic has created opportunities for China to work directly with the four countries 
in new ways—on the provision of medical equipment, biomedical expertise, and capital 
for coronavirus-related needs.14 China supplied testing kits, personal protection equipment, 
and medical supplies to the four countries in 2020. It extended a $500-million loan to Sri 
Lanka and sent a team of experts to Bangladesh to treat patients and train medical profes-
sionals. In 2021 it has supplied Sinopharm vaccines to the four countries.15 With the crisis 
exposing shortcomings in public healthcare capacities, it is likely that in a post-COVID-19 
world, when South Asian countries talk about infrastructure, they will mean hospitals and 
laboratories as much as ports and highways. China will be eager to step in. Its technological 
and scientific collaborations, even if still inchoate, will offer options through the Health Silk 
Road.16 A build-out of telemedicine will require advanced 5G technologies, opening oppor-
tunities for Chinese companies, including its national telecoms champion, Huawei.

These developments demonstrate that China’s presence in South Asia is no longer predom-
inantly economic but involves a greater, multidimensional effort to enhance its posture 
and further its long-term strategic interests in the region. But this increasing Chinese 
engagement and influence will likely exacerbate domestic divisions in all four states. It will 
create stakeholders in close relations with China, which has the potential to pit political and 
commercial elites against each other. In the case of countries with fragile institutions, under-
developed civil society, or elites susceptible to capture, this may eventually weaken the state 
itself. For now, however, in most of the four states, China is still largely viewed as a partner 
that can assist with developmental needs—and it will not be easy for the United States to 
contest this. Multiple stakeholders from the region say that U.S. interest in and engagement 
with smaller South Asian countries is viewed locally as being sporadic at best. China, on 
the other hand, is perceived as a player with a plan. Moreover, despite questions about and 
criticism of its presence, Chinese actors have taken tangible steps to build confidence in their 
resolve and staying power. 
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Bangladesh 

The relationship between Bangladesh and China took a few years to warm up, with the two 
countries establishing diplomatic relations only in 1976. However, by the time Bangladesh 
signed on to the BRI during Chinese President Xi Jinping’s visit to Dhaka in 2016, econom-
ic, security, and geopolitical necessities had ensured all-round engagement between them. 
The largest number of infrastructure projects developed with Chinese help in South Asia 
are in Bangladesh. At the same time, the relationship embraces elements of a strong security 
partnership. According to a 2020 report by the Stockholm International Peace Research 
Institute, Bangladesh is China’s second-largest buyer of military hardware globally, account-
ing for almost one-fifth of the latter’s total exports between 2016 and 2020. Chinese arms 
make up over 70 percent of Bangladesh’s major arms purchases.17 Between 2009 and 2011, 
this included tanks, rescue vehicles, radars, ships, missiles, and defense systems, costing 
approximately $546 million.18 In 2016, Bangladesh procured two diesel electric submarines 
from China for $186 million.19 

Bangladesh prefers to buy Chinese weapons as they are cheaper than those of established 
arms-exporting countries in the West or of Russia, and also because China extends soft loans 
to make these purchases.20 Security-related cooperation extends to the police force. In 2018, 
the two countries signed agreements on law-enforcement training assistance and providing 
arms and ammunition to the national police.21 Beyond the technical benefits that accrue to 
Bangladesh, this security relationship—which is unique in a region that India considers its 
direct sphere of influence—also points at Dhaka’s dexterity in balancing its relations with 
China and India. 

This balancing act extends well beyond security. China has been an ideal partner for 
Bangladesh to expand its manufacturing base to cater to diverse export markets, including 
the Chinese one, and to overcome infrastructure gaps through project finance and construc-
tion. Economic engagement is primarily in trade, infrastructure, and business-to-business 
partnerships. 

China is not among Bangladesh’s top ten export partners,22 but it aims to remedy this with 
policies and preferences to bolster the latter’s export prospects. For instance, China has 
allowed 97 percent of Bangladeshi goods duty-free access to its domestic market since June 
2020.23 More important, it is helping the country to diversify its export base and move its 
industry up the value chain.24 Bangladeshi entrepreneurs can procure Chinese manufactur-
ing machinery at minimal interest and with substantial grace periods.25 During Xi’s visit 
to Dhaka in 2016, the two countries signed twenty-seven agreements under which China 
would lend $24 billion to Bangladesh for projects including coastal disaster management 
and a road tunnel under the Karnaphuli River, as well as help to strengthen production 
capacity.26 China is also directly setting up manufacturing industries in Bangladesh, located 
in special economic zones (SEZs) such as the Chinese Economic and Industrial Zone-2 in 
Chittagong.27 Bangladeshi companies have expressed a preference for joint ventures with 
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Chinese ones as, beyond attracting investment and financing jobs, this helps to facilitate the 
transfer of expertise and technology.28 According to Bangladeshi entrepreneurs, investment 
from China comes in clusters, as an initial investment generally leads to follow-on joint 
ventures, eventually establishing an entire ecosystem.29 

The energy sector has been the greatest recipient of such investment, with Bangladeshi 
companies establishing joint ventures with Chinese counterparts. The 1,320-megawatt 
Payra coal-powered plant, the largest power plant in the country, which came online in 
2020, is brought up most often as an example of the success of the model. It was developed 
by Bangladesh China Power Company, which was created as an equal-stakes joint venture 
between China National Machinery Import and Export Corporation and Bangladesh’s 
North-West Power Generation Company.30 Apart from electricity generation, the project is 
expected to develop significant transportation operations and infrastructure facilities on site, 
building railroads and bridges, as well as developing and increasing capacity of the Payra 
port. Additionally, under a maintenance agreement with the Chinese company, Bangladeshi 
workers will be trained and technology to run the plant will be transferred in the five years 
after the start of operation.31 Beyond energy, China’s role in Bangladesh’s cluster-based-in-
dustrialization approach is visible in joint ventures set up for various projects in Purbachal, 
the country’s first “smart” city, which is being developed in the outskirts of Dhaka, as well as 
for an industrial zone in Chittagong for manufacturing firms and associated industries.32

China has emerged as a key partner in constructing and funding several infrastructure 
projects in Bangladesh, such as the Padma Multipurpose Bridge project, several expressways, 
and power plants.33 As of January 2021, the government was implementing nine crucial 
development projects, such as the multilane road tunnel under the Karnaphuli River, with 
Chinese loans and credits worth $7.1 billion.34 In 2018, the Dhaka Stock Exchange enlisted 
the Shanghai and Shenzhen stock exchanges as strategic partners to spur the digital modern-
ization of the trading system. The Chinese exchanges are expected to help set up platforms 
with information about listed companies, to offer tools to analyze performance, and to help 
increase network security and provide digital surveillance software.35 

Reflecting a trend that has become an essential component of Chinese engagement across 
the region, the two countries regularly hold business matchmaking exercises through trade 
bodies such as the Bangladesh-China Chamber of Commerce and Industry. China also 
exhibits a degree of sophisticated coordination that extends beyond these usual measures. 
Chinese businesses, the embassy in Dhaka, and other Chinese stakeholders appear to move 
in concert when reaching out to their Bangladeshi counterparts to gauge areas for new 
business opportunities, which can then be followed by informational seminars and offers of 
capital, all to set the ball rolling on a rapid timeline of just a few months from exploratory 
contact to contract.36 

Rising economic engagement has been accompanied by heightened political coordination. 
The CCP has been reaching out and holding meetings with the ruling Awami League and 
its principal opponent, the Bangladesh National Party (BNP), since at least 2015.37 BNP 
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Chairperson Khaleda Zia visited China in 2016, meeting Xi who thanked the party for 
actively helping develop China-Bangladesh relations.38 Members of the two parties have 
also visited China at the invitation of the CCP.39 In 2019, the Awami League signed an 
MoU with the CCP to study ways in which the two parties could learn from each other and 
collaborate.40 

Although these elite and institutional relationships have made rapid progress, Bangladesh’s 
citizens generally still view China as a blank slate. Beijing’s representatives have tried to 
change this by partnering with think tanks, business houses, and newspapers. In 2015, 
Ambassador Ma Mingqiang sought to spread Chinese economic engagement in more diverse 
regions of the country by promising to help Bangladesh establish two SEZs at the cost of 
$4.5 billion.41 These are currently under development at Anawara, Chittagong, and Gazaria, 
Munshiganj, which decentralizes the Chinese presence. In 2018, at an event organized by 
the Bangladeshi conglomerate Cosmos Group, Ambassador Zuo Zhang detailed Chinese 
efforts to resolve the Rohingya crisis, an issue that is important not just to people in eastern 
Bangladesh along the Myanmar border but also at the national level.42 

In recent years, China has launched multiple initiatives to develop what it calls “soft 
influence.”43 Friendship centers, cultural programs, and engagements with think tanks, 
newspapers, and local governments around the country are China’s channels of choice. In 
2015, forty years of diplomatic relations were marked with a three-day cultural program 
on facets of Chinese life and society.44 That same year, Beijing proposed to establish the 
Bangladesh-China Friendship Exhibition Centre at a cost of $80 million.45 However, as one 
local stakeholder pointed out, it is China’s image as an economic powerhouse that is most 
attractive to the public—creating the impression of it as a “wealth creator” in Bangladesh 
and not merely an actor passing through the country temporarily.46 

China has been using scholarships and educational exchanges to reach out to Bangladeshis, 
especially younger ones. It has emerged as the preferred overseas destination for Bangladeshi 
students. During Xi’s 2016 visit, an MoU promising scholarships to 600 students was 
signed.47 Beyond tie-ups with local universities, where it has opened Confucius Institutes, 
Beijing has offered Bangladeshi students summer courses in China and visits to the 
Confucius Institute head office.48 Chinese businesses have also been roped into such 
outreach programs. China Harbour Engineering Company Limited (CHEC), a Chinese 
state-owned enterprise (SOE) with an extensive presence across South Asia, has provided 
scholarships, new facilities, and school supplies to high-school students near one of its 
worksites in Chittagong.49 

Public health was an area of cooperation even before the COVID-19 pandemic. A Chinese 
naval hospital ship made a port visit at Chittagong in 2013, where it provided medical 
services.50 In 2015, China provided equipment amounting to $4.1 million to the Health and 
Family Planning Ministry.51 Since the beginning of the pandemic, it has been helping gov-
ernment as well as private entities with testing kits, protective suits, and other equipment.52 
A team of medical experts was sent to Bangladesh in June 2020 to assist in managing 
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pandemic response and mitigation measures.53 Help has been forthcoming from the Chinese 
private sector too—Alibaba, for instance, sent testing kits and masks to Bangladesh in April 
2020.54 The China-backed Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank has so far approved $350 
million in loans to Bangladesh to fight the pandemic.55 The vaccine relationship between the 
two countries hit a speed bump over co-funding of clinical trials of the Chinese Sinovac vac-
cine in 2020,56 but that seems to have been forgotten now, with Beijing gifting 1.1 million 
doses of Sinopharm vaccine in two tranches.57 Bangladesh is now reportedly exploring the 
possibility of co-producing Sinovac in the country, which would align with China’s growing 
image as a country that is producing wealth and helping Bangladesh move its industry into 
new areas higher up the value chain.58

Despite all of this rapidly growing engagement, there are elements of Bangladesh’s approach 
to China that have run into problems. The Rohingya conflict in Myanmar, which has led 
to an inflow of refugees in Bangladesh after sectarian conflict between Rohingya Muslims 
and Rakhine Buddhist communities, has been a cause of great concern for Dhaka. It views 
China as capable of exerting influence on Myanmar, and the two sides have discussed the 
issue at the highest levels when Sun Guoxiang, special envoy for Asian affairs from the 
Chinese Foreign Ministry, met Bangladesh’s foreign minister in April 2017.59 China has 
tried to mitigate any negative Bangladeshi reaction to its stance by providing Rohingya-
related aid on multiple occasions. For example, in June 2019 the two sides exchanged letters 
on providing rice aid to the refugees.60 However, Bangladesh believes geopolitics has come in 
the way of China doing more to resolve the issue despite promises.61

Nepal

Nepal is unique among the four countries studied because it borders the Tibet Autonomous 
Region (TAR), and the fact that the Nepali people have been tied to Tibetans through 
bonds of trade, culture, and family for centuries. Beijing has been keen to leverage its 
relationship with Kathmandu to aid its own objectives in Tibet and with Tibetan diaspora 
communities that have left over the decades. Ahead of the Beijing Olympics in 2008, pro-
tests that broke out in the TAR were mirrored in protests in Nepal, which has a significant 
Tibetan refugee population. One Nepali stakeholder confirmed that Beijing was unhappy 
with the daily protests organized by the Tibetan community in Nepal at the time.62 Since 
then, it has pressured Kathmandu into significantly reducing the number of movement 
passes issued to Tibetan refugees. When Xi visited the country in 2019—the first Chinese 
leader in two decades to do so—a mutual legal aid treaty, agreements on border manage-
ment, and even an extradition treaty were discussed.63 

The most recent inflection point in Nepal’s relationship with China was in 2015 when India 
implemented an unofficial, months-long economic blockade to express its displeasure over 
citizenship provisions in the country’s new constitution. This led to a critical fuel shortage 
and choked relief material arriving in response to the debilitating earthquake earlier in the 
year. Most critically, the blockade reinforced the dangers of dependence on one dominant 
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market and infrastructure link, cementing the sense among Nepal’s elites that the country 
would need to cultivate China to increase its options.64 This led the two countries toward a 
comprehensive transit and transportation agreement that came into effect in February 2020. 
Apart from sending a political signal to India, the agreement enabled landlocked Nepal, at 
least in theory, to end its sole dependence on India for goods and trade by giving it access to 
Chinese ports.65 While the economic viability of Chinese facilities as an alternative to Indian 
ports for the transshipment of goods to and from Nepal has been questioned, the agreement 
also marked the beginning of a period of greater political closeness between the CCP and 
Nepali leaders, then led by prime minister K.P. Sharma Oli from the Communist Party of 
Nepal-Unified Marxist Leninist (CPN-UML).

The two parties have coordinated closely on political and ideological issues. This has includ-
ed high-level meetings such as one between Oli and the chairperson of Chinese People’s 
Political Consultative Conference, Yu Zhengsheng, in 2016.66 Symposiums, such as one on 
“Xi Jinping Thought” in September 2019, are regularly organized by the CPN-UML and 
attended by high profile Nepali and Chinese leaders. The CCP regularly funds visits for 
members of political parties across the spectrum, from leaders to grassroots-level cadres.67 In 
May 2021, in a meeting attended by representatives of major Nepali political parties, the 
International Department of the CCP Central Committee proposed providing COVID-19 
assistance through political parties in the country.68

China clearly accords considerable significance to having an ideologically aligned counter-
part in Nepal’s power structure, and its current ambassador, Hou Yanqi, has been especially 
active in the country’s party politics. As rifts within the CPN-UML surfaced in early 2020, 
Hou met with top party leaders and urged them to stay united.69 Near the end of the year, 
as the party finally split, a team led by the vice minister of the International Department of 
the CCP, Guo Yezhou, met with President Bidya Devi Bhandari and CPN-UML leaders to 
bolster the ambassador’s attempts to avert the political crisis and forestall the party split.70 

Increasing cooperation between Nepal and China in multiple areas is not just the product of 
ideological affinity between the communist parties of the two countries. It is also influenced 
by the reality of public support for the relationship in the post-blockade period and the ele-
vation of China as a viable development partner, especially after Nepal signed onto the BRI 
in 2017. There has been growing admiration for China’s growth story and talk of China as a 
model of political and economic governance. The two countries have signed several agree-
ments on legal issues including boundary management, mutual legal assistance in criminal 
matters, and cooperation at the attorney general level. 

Infrastructure features heavily in the relationship. Even as ratification of the country’s com-
pact with the U.S. Millennium Challenge Corporation’s (MCC) has run into trouble in par-
liament,71 Nepal has sought Chinese aid for major projects such as the Pokhara International 
Regional Airport, a cross-border optical fiber link, and the upper Marsyangdi Hydropower 
Station. The Kerung-Kathmandu cross-border railway project is one of the most crucial ones 
underway. When completed, it is expected to facilitate Nepal’s connectivity with the rest 
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of the world through China’s road network. As Hari Prasad Bashyal, the consul general of 
Nepal in Lhasa, noted in 2014, “The expansion of railway networks will help develop trade, 
business, and tourism along with building relations at the (people-to-people) level between 
the two countries. The Chinese have shared that they have been considering our request to 
expand the railway networks to Nepal.”72 

As in Bangladesh, China has facilitated technology transfer to Nepal, creating the percep-
tion and reality of aiding wealth creation and expanding employment. Emblematic of this is 
the rising number of joint ventures such as Hongshi Shivam Cements—a combined invest-
ment of $333.6 million into a cement factory that aims to produce 12,000 tons of cement 
daily and employ 2,000 Nepali workers.73 Trade relations have deepened in the past decade, 
with China accounting for 15.2 percent of Nepal’s imports as of 2019, up from 11.1 percent 
in 2012.74 

Military ties and security exchanges with Nepal have been among China’s weakest in the 
region. However, new initiatives have been announced since 2017, including the annual joint 
military exercise Sagarmatha Friendship. Under a Joint Command Mechanism Agreement, 
the two countries have discussed joint patrolling of the border.75 During Xi’s 2019 visit, they 
also exchanged letters on providing border security equipment to Nepal.76 

The COVID-19 pandemic has allowed China to advance its vision of a Health Silk Road 
in Nepal. By March 2020, Kathmandu had signed up to the “Chinese model against 
COVID-19” and started working with China on best practices to handle the pandemic, 
using Chinese testing kits and other equipment.77 In recent months, China has provided 1.6 
million doses of the Sinopharm vaccine to Nepal, in addition to 1,500 oxygen cylinders as a 
grant.78 Nepal has also worked with China to promote traditional medicine, sending doctors 
to collaborate with Chinese practitioners.79 During Xi’s 2019 visit, the two countries agreed 
to cooperate in setting up a plant to produce Ayurvedic medicine in Nepal.80 

China is also intent on public outreach. Thirty Chinese NGOs have been operating in Nepal 
under a framework agreement signed between the Social Welfare Council of Nepal and the 
China NGO Network for International Exchanges in 2018. Since 2017, Beijing has made 
offering Mandarin courses more attractive for schools by bearing the cost of employing 
teachers. Nepal’s premier higher-education institution, Tribhuvan University, among others, 
has signed agreements to establish Confucius Institutes.81 India has been the traditional des-
tination of choice for Nepali students looking for higher education opportunities abroad, but 
China, through financial aid and scholarships, has increasingly made itself the destination of 
choice for those looking for technical skills and graduate degrees, in particular.82 For instance, 
in April 2015, China announced 1,500 scholarships for five years to facilitate the production 
of skilled human resources in Nepal.83 An estimated 6,400 Nepali students were studying in 
China by 2019.84 This has led to a steady infusion of technocrats and experts trained in China 
within the Nepali establishment, perhaps setting the pattern for a generation.85 
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Media cooperation and coordination of content has been increasing steadily too. Teams 
of journalists from both countries regularly visit each other for knowledge sharing and 
consultations.86 As far back as 2014, a team of Chinese journalists visited Nepal and was 
briefed by representatives of the Kantipur Media Group, one of the largest media companies 
in the country. China Radio International runs special Nepali programs as well as Chinese-
language classes.87 

China has used visits and consultations to expand institutional partnerships, such as one led 
by the Chinese Institute of Contemporary International Relations (CICIR), a think tank 
under the Ministry of State Security, just ahead of Foreign Minister Wang Yi’s visit in 2014.88 
In 2016, a CICIR delegation met political leaders across the spectrum including then prime 
minister Pushpa Kamal Dahal, the former Maoist guerilla leader; CPN-UML Chairperson 
and former prime minister K.P. Sharma Oli; and Nepali Congress Chairperson Sher 
Bahadur Deuba, who is now serving his fifth term as Nepal’s prime minister, in preparation 
for Xi Jinping’s visit later that year.89 A widely read newspaper surmised that “China is 
monitoring Nepal’s political developments, activities of political parties, and international 
relations through its ‘think tanks.’”90

China has also leveraged environmental cooperation and humanitarian assistance and 
disaster relief (HADR) to enhance its relations with Nepal for some years. It sent a rescue 
team within 24 hours of the devastating April 2015 earthquake.91 It followed this up with 
geologists and seismologists to assess long-term measures.92 The show of solidarity reached 
its highest level with Foreign Minister Wang Yi visiting people displaced by the earthquake 
during an official visit.93 Beyond funds and human resources, China has directly participat-
ed in reconstruction; for example, by rebuilding the Durbar High School in Kathmandu, 
which it handed over in September 2020. The two countries also signed an agreement in 
2018 under which China would provide HADR equipment to Nepal and help it establish an 
earthquake-monitoring project.94

Sri Lanka

Sri Lanka has been a flagship of Chinese economic engagement in South Asia since well 
before the introduction of the BRI in 2013. This has gradually expanded with direct in-
vestments and state-backed policy loans.95 The country features prominently in widespread 
narratives about China’s “debt-trap diplomacy,” with references to mega-projects such as the 
Hambantota Port and Colombo Port City project (also known as CHEC Port City) usually 
headliners. Colombo Port City is the largest foreign direct investment in Sri Lanka to date 
at $1.4 billion, and it promises to create 100,000 permanent jobs once completed.96 But the 
relationship with China is much more layered and diverse than this narrative suggests, with 
Sri Lanka exercising agency and intent. 

The economic relationship has been highly personalized and tied significantly to China 
cultivating a relationship with the Rajapaksa family that was in power from 2005 to 2015 
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and has been again since 2019, this time with brothers Gotabaya and Mahinda serving as 
president and prime minister respectively. Throughout this period, questions have arisen about 
the viability of projects and about impropriety.97 But none of this has dislodged a relationship 
built on a foundation of political and strategic necessity. For Sri Lankans of diverse political 
stripes, China has been a useful ally—but this was especially true of the Rajapaksas, since 
many in the international community wanted to hold them accountable for human-rights 
violations committed during the civil war with the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE), 
and especially in the conflict’s final phase in 2008 when Mahinda was serving as the country’s 
president.98 For China, the country has offered a friendly stepping stone from which to expand 
its presence in South Asia; it also represents a potential strategic asset sitting astride sea lanes, 
through which China’s energy supplies from the Middle East pass.99 

China has thus not reached out to just the Rajapaksas. When their bitter opponent, 
Maithripala Sirisena, defeated Mahinda Rajapaksa for the presidency in 2015, Beijing 
quickly welcomed a delegation of ministers from his new government.100 In time, Sirisena’s 
government approved Rajapaksa’s China-funded projects that it had criticized and initially 
paused.101 In a message to Xi in 2017, Sirisena endorsed the BRI, expressing hope that it 
would usher in a new era of bilateral ties.102 China continues to emphasize that, irrespective 
of the political color of the government in Colombo, it views itself as a friend of Sri Lanka. 
Most recently, this has been reflected in the way that the Chinese embassy named and 
thanked parties and leaders individually for attending a commemorative event to celebrate 
the centennial of the CCP.103

The most significant decision concerning Chinese engagement in the country since the 
return of the Rajapaksas to power has involved passing a bill approving the CHEC Port City 
in May 2021. This was done just days after the Supreme Court pointed out that sections 
of the bill were inconsistent with the country’s constitution and required a popular refer-
endum.104 Soon after the bill was passed, ministers released statements assuaging concerns 
about the port city being granted extra-constitutional status and highlighting investment 
opportunities that the project would bring to the country.105

China’s importance as a lender, investor, trader, builder, and partner is in part guided by Sri 
Lanka’s own economic progress that helped it graduate to lower-middle-income status in 
2017, effectively disqualifying the country from much of the concessional assistance from 
the Asian Development Bank (ADB) and the World Bank.106 Because of this, Sri Lanka has 
felt compelled to diversify its sources of capital, turning substantially toward international 
bond markets. The share of Chinese loans, while growing, is still less than 15 percent of 
external debt.107 But the trajectory is clear: in 2019, $684 million out of a total of $1.1 billion 
in bilateral loans was from China. By comparison, Japan accounted for $178 million in loans 
and $9.4 million in grants.108 In 2020, loans fell to $720 million with China accounting for 
$324 million and Japan $161 million.109  

Experts say that Sri Lanka needs to improve its debt management overall, not only with 
regard to China.110 However, for the time being, Beijing is a useful source of funding and 
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its role as a capital provider is widely accepted. Part of the reason is that China has sold the 
story of its own success. Sri Lankan stakeholders note how government employees on visits 
to the country were extremely impressed by its economic progress and particularly taken 
by the message that, if China as a developing nation with its own history of a “century 
of humiliation” by outsiders could achieve this degree of prosperity, so could Sri Lanka 
as a postcolonial country.111 Additionally, in the popular imagination, China is seen as a 
consistent partner and not a fair-weather friend. Beijing’s decision to continue to develop 
projects in the country despite negative publicity over ones such as the Hambantota Port has 
strengthened this sentiment.112 

A strategy of long-term commitment is evident when one looks at China’s outreach to the 
general public in Sri Lanka, which is motivated by the reasoning that the Rajapaksas will 
not be around forever.113 In recent years, it has started coordinating events and funding peo-
ple-to-people organizations such as the Sri Lanka-China Friendship Association and the Sri 
Lanka-China Youth Friendship Association. Sri Lanka is increasingly popular with Chinese 
tourists, who accounted for a peak of 13.2 percent of all foreign tourists in 2016, up from 
1.8 percent in 2010, before falling back to 8.8 percent in 2019.114 To capitalize on the two 
countries’ common Buddhist heritage, China has cultivated the majority Buddhist religious 
constituency, establishing the Sri Lanka-China Buddhist Friendship Association in 2015 and 
funding a Buddhist television station.115 

China invites Sri Lankan journalists, academics, and policy professionals to the country, 
and it coordinates with them through platforms such as the Sri Lanka-China Journalists’ 
Forum.116 Academic institutes and think tanks affiliated with the CCP have ties with 
research institutes considered close to the Rajapaksas.117 One local stakeholder pointed out 
the persistence in extending invitations to visit China, “overwhelming” Sri Lankans to the 
point where they would agree to attend.118

These efforts have successfully created a reservoir of goodwill among the public, which looks 
at the United States and India through a more cynical lens.119 Some stakeholders said that 
the current impression in Sri Lanka is that pandemic-related assistance from the United 
States is conditioned on reducing the scope and intensity of ties to China—which makes the 
option of accessing U.S. vaccines less attractive on policy and strategic grounds, whatever 
its appeal may be on public-health grounds.120 The skepticism extends beyond responses to 
the pandemic, making Sri Lanka wary of motives behind any kind of aid from the United 
States. Meanwhile, Beijing has taken advantage of this vacuum in the relationship by 
identifying Colombo’s other immediate needs and extending a $500-million loan to ease the 
strain on the country’s foreign reserves in March 2020, followed by another $500 million 
in April 2021.121 The two countries also signed a $1.5 billion currency swap deal this year.122 
China has also plowed ahead with vaccine and medical assistance: after providing testing 
kits and medical equipment in 2020, it has supplied 1.1 million doses of the Sinopharm 
vaccine to the country.123
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Unpacking Vulnerabilities  
in South Asia 
Part of the challenge facing South Asian states is that the rapid inflow of Chinese money and 
the exponential increase in Chinese influence over the last two decades has come against the 
backdrop of three pronounced systemic vulnerabilities: brittle state institutions, weak civil 
societies, and high potential for elite capture and corruption. 

Not all of the four countries studied have all these vulnerabilities: some have stronger states; 
some have stronger civil societies; some have less “capturable” elites. Nor are they vulnerable 
in precisely the same way. But all display at least one of these vulnerabilities, which makes 
it harder for them to manage and mitigate the negative effects of a rapid inflow of external 
money and influence while giving them fewer levers with which to steer Chinese energies 
in directions that support their own national strategies, priorities, and developmental 
objectives. 

Factors that determine whether and how each of these four states is vulnerable range from 
relative domestic capacity to how political systems and more or less independent civil society 
groups have evolved in recent history. The presence of a vulnerability does not necessarily 
indicate an absence of institutions or some independence of civil society. It merely suggests 
that the ability of these institutions and civic groups to shape and steer Chinese energies 
varies widely across the four countries.

This is why, for example, the issue of captured or capturable elites is more relevant in Sri 
Lanka than in Bangladesh, while civil society in Nepal is more capable of fulfilling its role 
in steering Chinese influence than is the case in Bangladesh. In Maldives, while the risks 
of elite capture substantially lessened with the change of government in 2018, this could 
change if power again changes hands in 2023 or 2024. Still, no matter who is in power, 
the structure of elite politics and the political economy in Maldives makes all of its elites 
less prone to external capture than those in Sri Lanka. As China’s role in the region will 
continue to grow—sometimes for good, sometimes for ill—it is important that South Asian 
stakeholders attempt to buttress their systems and to plug vulnerabilities by learning from 
the experiences of each other. 
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FIGURE 4
Vulnerabilities Unpacked: South Asia
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Vulnerability 1: Fragility of State Institutions 

Examples of brittle or weak state institutions include those that are too weak to conduct 
robust due diligence and proper investment screening; weak regulatory bodies; institutions 
with uneven law-enforcement capabilities, or poor anti-corruption systems; and judicial 
agencies that are too weak or captured to conduct proper judicial review of executive or 
legislative decisions. 

Bangladesh, Maldives, and Nepal have vulnerable state institutions while Sri Lanka has 
stronger ones. Sri Lanka has the most robust administrative regimes and capable institutions 
among the focus countries, and Bangladesh, despite substantial indications of fragility in its 
institutions, follows closely behind. Yet both still face hindrances in the way they operate 
that make it harder to stave off external pressure, including from Chinese actors. Nepal is at 
risk because of long-standing institutional weaknesses that flow from its choppy process of 
post-monarchy democratization. Maldives suffers from inadequate institutional capacity.

Figure 5. Focus Countries on a Scale of Vulnerabilities
FIGURE 5
Focus Countries on a Scale of Vulnerabilities

Source: Author’s elaboration.
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Political pressure on institutions of democracy and governance

Fragility within the political system can manifest itself especially where the ruling political 
party has a strong leader or a large majority in the national legislature, allowing it to push 
through laws that benefit a narrow elite or to put unofficial political pressure onto other in-
stitutions. Such fragility results in corruption, inefficiencies in bureaucratic and law-enforce-
ment mechanisms, as well as a failure to ensure transparency and adherence to procedure. 

Bangladesh has a highly personalized political system in which power has rotated between 
two families. In a recent event to celebrate Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, Bangladesh’s “Father of 
the Nation,” Sheikh Hasina, his daughter and the prime minister, asserted that democracy 
needs an effective opposition to flourish.124 However this is hardly the case in Bangladesh 
where the Awami League–led government is currently in its third consecutive term, the 
opposition is in disarray, and the most important opposition leader has been convicted of 
graft.125 The economy has been unscathed from the effects of the pandemic, at least for now, 
and the country has recently flaunted its economic muscle by becoming the only country in 
the region apart from India to help a neighbor by extending it a loan.126 

This has meant regime stability in Bangladesh, yet whether elections are free and fair has 
been questioned, forcing the prime minister to defend the process and making the country 
vulnerable to interference from a powerful outside power.127 The same allegations are likely 
to surface during the next elections in 2023.128 

Figure 6. Focus Countries by Vulnerability—Fragile State Institutions

Source: Author’s elaboration.
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Unlike in Bangladesh, recent elections in Nepal, Maldives, and Sri Lanka have seen peaceful 
transfers of power—from Abdulla Yameen to Ibrahim Mohamed Solih in Maldives in 2018, 
from Sher Bahadur Deuba to K.P. Sharma Oli in Nepal in 2018 and then back to Deuba 
again in 2021, and from Maithripala Sirisena to Gotabaya Rajapaksa in Sri Lanka in 2019. 
This suggests a certain level of stability in democratic governance. But these states are still 
vulnerable to outside pressure because their governments have made or attempted constitu-
tional amendments to their own benefit and to fend off political challenges. 

This is most conspicuous in Sri Lanka, where China has been extremely active and where the 
Rajapaksa family has been engaged in a long-drawn battle to make the presidency, which it 
has controlled for extended periods, extraordinarily powerful.129 These efforts began with the 
eighteenth amendment to the constitution introduced by Mahinda Rajapaksa in 2010. This 
removed the two-term limit for the presidency and constitutional oversight on presidential 
appointments to independent commissions, replacing a constitutional council for such 
appointments with a parliamentary council that would be under greater executive control. 
The amendment was subsequently repealed under then president Maithripala Sirisena in 
2015. However, this repeal has now been overturned by the current Rajapaksa government 
through the twentieth amendment, which returns many of the sweeping powers from the 
repealed eighteenth amendment right back to the president while making these actions 
unchallengeable, even on the basis of fundamental-rights applications. This raises concerns 
about the maturity of the constitution and the extraordinary reach it offers to the Rajapaksa 
family.130 

Constitutional provisions have been similarly questioned in Maldives and Nepal. In 
Maldives, which democratized under the current constitution in 2007, powerful leaders in 
the ruling Maldivian Democratic Party have asked that provisions be changed to transition 
the country from a presidential to a parliamentary system. President Solih, however, is 
believed to feel differently.131 In Nepal, the new constitution, which came into effect in 2015 
after two post-monarchy national constituent assemblies and years of political negotiations, 
has been at the center of protests and demands of amendments by Madhesis—people of 
Indian ancestry residing in the southern Terai region—and other marginalized communi-
ties.132 To complicate matters, the CPN-UML, which was in power since 2018, split into two 
factions, led respectively by K.P. Oli and Pushpa Kamal Dahal. Until he was deposed in July 
2021, Oli had continued to serve as prime minister even after losing a vote of confidence in 
parliament as opposition parties failed to corral the numbers for a coalition government.133

Bureaucratic skill and corruption

The potential to compromise electoral and especially constitutional processes are not the 
only vulnerabilities in this category. For instance, even though Sri Lanka and Bangladesh 
fare well with developed institutions, questionable practices and pressure can make their 
bureaucracies ineffective. In Sri Lanka, for example, questionable actions by the Rajapaksa 
government began coming to light after the Sirisena government that took power in 2015 
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reviewed earlier decisions. This included investigations into allegations of nontransparent 
decisionmaking and corruption in China-funded projects.134 Officials were found to have 
ignored procedures to provide an unfair advantage to foreigners, including Chinese tourists, 
leading to losses for the exchequer.135 The Sirisena government also initiated an audit of 
China-funded projects carried out by its predecessor—including the Hambantota Port, 
the Hambantota Oil Tank complex, the Sooriyawewa Cricket Stadium, and the Mattala 
Rajapaksa International Airport (MRIA)—to check for their commercial viability or wheth-
er they were sweetheart deals for individuals and/or interest groups.136 This is a key example 
of how systemic vulnerabilities in the state can make it harder to resist debilitating forms of 
Chinese influence, much less steer Chinese energies in positive directions for a country.

There have also been allegations in Sri Lanka of mismanagement in different government 
departments leading to heavy losses. Stakeholders believe there have been instances of 
collusion between politicians and government departments, leading to cost escalation and 
mismanagement of funds. Some hint that Chinese projects moved forward because contrac-
tors were willing to bribe officials.137 The most serious of these allegations involve CHEC, 
the company in charge of constructing the Colombo Port City, which was accused of paying 
over $1 million for Mahinda Rajapaksa’s election campaign through various proxies.138 
However, allegations of corruption raised against various members of the Rajapaksa family 
failed to make much headway in the Sirisena years and were eventually forgotten. In some 
cases, as with Gotabaya Rajapaksa, returning to power was followed by immunity against 
corruption charges.139 

The political pressure led government departments to hide their lapses by making their oper-
ations more opaque, including by not releasing audited financial reports, which in turn made 
them less efficient.140 Environmental concerns, considered critical for an island nation like 
Sri Lanka, were disregarded—so while review agencies may be robust in terms of staffing or 
budgets, they failed to perform their duties in a way that could command public respect and 
credibility. The 2011 environmental impact assessment report for the Colombo Port City 
failed to acknowledge the possibility of coastal erosion and damage to the fishing industry. 
Nor was there any clarity on what the land reclaimed for the project would be used for.141 In 
fact, in the original agreement for the project, Sri Lanka was responsible for compensating 
China for damages in the event of a future natural disaster, not the other way around.142 In 
the case of the Southern, Outer Circular, and Colombo-Katunayake expressways, concerns 
about flooding were raised but ignored.143 

In Maldives, the transfer of power brought to light allegations of domestic corruption by 
the prior government. In his negotiations with China to restructure debt, Finance Minister 
Ibrahim Ameer accused the previous government of accepting kickbacks from contractors to 
keep contract prices high.144 Solih said that “state coffers have lost several billions of rufiyaa 
. . . due to embezzlement and corruption conducted at different levels of the government.”145 
This is reflected in the flagship China-Maldives Friendship Bridge, which has faced mul-
tiple questions about environmental degradation and threats to marine life.146 Even after 
the bridge was completed, Chinese subcontractors were found to be illegally mining sand, 



28   |   China’s Influence in South Asia

claiming that this was permitted under the construction agreement, which suggests that 
state weakness made the government unable to exercise its proper oversight, regulatory, and 
enforcement functions—a clear example of how state vulnerability enables unproductive 
forms of Chinese engagement.147 Another highly publicized deal, the Maldives-China Free 
Trade Agreement (FTA) signed during the Yameen years, has fallen by the wayside as the 
new government believes that its terms are not beneficial.148 Beijing’s lack of governance-re-
lated requirements and the low importance given to monitoring, along with limited capacity 
in the Maldivian state, seems to have helped corrupt practices go unnoticed.149 

More broadly, a lack of institutional capacity and skills within the civil service enabled 
Chinese loans in Maldives that would have been screened differently by a stronger state with 
more robust institutions. Stakeholders argued that Chinese financial institutions differed 
from all other lending agencies not just in the speed with which they disbursed loans but 
also in their offers to take care of the “complicated backend” of financial agreements. This 
resulted in an unusual arrangement during the Yameen years in which Chinese institutions 
offered loans to Maldivian individuals or companies backed by a sovereign guarantee from 
the Maldivian state. On coming to power, the Solih government admitted that it did not 
know the total amount of such loans.150 The central bank stated $900 million as a probable 
amount of the sovereign guarantee, $300 million more than what the government itself 
directly owed China, suggesting state collusion with a well-connected private individual 
working with the Chinese partners.151 In 2020, the Export-Import Bank of China (China 
Eximbank) asked the government to repay part of a $125 million loan after a private 
debtor, Ahmed Siyam, failed to make a payment. Siyam—Yameen’s close political ally and 
a member of the legislature during his presidency—reportedly repaid the loan eventually.152 
This kind of arrangement would be almost impossible in a strong state with robust diligence 
and monitoring mechanisms. 

State institutions in Bangladesh are relatively robust compared to those in the other three 
countries, but stakeholders flag issues with corruption and political influence in approving 
Chinese-backed projects. By some accounts, almost a third of such projects are likely to be 
commercially and/or financially unviable but have been allowed because state institutions 
were unable to resist pressure from politically connected individuals who stood to benefit.153 

In 2012, the World Bank pulled out of the Padma Multipurpose Bridge Project because 
requests to investigate corruption in the project went unheeded by state institutions.154 The 
project, currently funded by the government and China Eximbank, is considered one of the 
flagship projects showcasing the Bangladesh-China relationship. There have been no system-
atic reviews or answers on the charges. The Chinese SOE Sinohydro Corporation winning a 
$680 million contract in 2014 for part of the project also shows how brittle state institutions 
can become a problem. It won the bid even though it had been temporarily debarred by the 
World Bank.155 The companies that lost out said that they had informed the government 
about the ban on Sinohydro, which the authorities denied. Local newspapers reported that a 
former communications minister was working with the Chinese firm and had lobbied for it 
to win the contract. This was not the first time Sinohydro had run into controversy around 
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an infrastructure project in Bangladesh—it had earlier worked on the Dhaka-Chittagong 
Highway Expansion project and was blamed for stalling it for two years.156 In a similar case, 
CHEC was given a contract at the Mirsarai Economic Zone in 2019 after joining a local 
consortium.157 The Bangladesh government blacklisted it just a year earlier, which technical-
ly prevented it from working on new projects, after it emerged that it tried to bribe officials.158 

A more effective process of bureaucratic oversight, investment screening, and contract review 
could have raised questions at an earlier stage of these projects, at least pushing the Chinese 
and Bangladeshi partners to be more transparent and adhere to stronger rules of procedure. 
The problem has been present across all the four countries, with stakeholders reporting that 
Chinese loans seem to come with an unspoken expectation that there would either be no 
tender process or that the tender would be arranged to favor a Chinese contractor. A 2015 
report by the Finance Ministry flagged this issue, pointing out that the practice went against 
the country’s formal transparency and contracting laws. A stronger state might have en-
forced these. The commerce minister even acknowledged the practice of going with China’s 
preferred contractors while talking about prospects of Chinese investment in SEZs.159 

In Maldives, former president Mohamed Nasheed has raised a similar concern, adding that 
awarding projects to other countries should have been a more transparent process—“the ten-
dering process happens here, the award (of contract) happens here, the monitoring happens 
here, and the labour can come from here.”160 To enforce “buy and hire Maldivian” policies 
would require a much stronger set of institutions than the country has had up to this point. 
Indeed, under the previous government, laws were amended to bypass competitive bidding.161 
And in 2015, the constitution was amended in a rushed session of the legislature to allow 
foreign ownership of land, which is believed to benefit Chinese projects.162 

In Sri Lanka, the earlier Rajapaksa government was accused of abandoning what would 
have been a state-led tendering process for multiple China-funded projects from road works 
to stadiums.163 On coming to power, the Sirisena government canceled oil contracts with 
several companies, including Chinese ones, as guidelines set in law and bureaucratic process-
es had not been followed.164 The most serious allegations were reserved for CHEC Port City. 
Lawmakers alleged that the agreement with CHEC for the project was shrouded in secrecy, 
and the Rajapaksa government refused to share it even with the parliament or the leader of 
the opposition.165 The area of the project was increased from 200 hectares to 269 hectares 
without a reason being given or the decision being made public.166 Thus, the fast-growing 
relationship with China has stretched the state’s limited bureaucratic capacity. This makes it 
more difficult to conduct a deliberative interagency process that balances competing interests 
and accounts for all aspects of the relationship with China. 

In Nepal, the state has allowed Chinese observers to be unofficially present in government 
ministries related to development so that they can keep track of China-funded projects, thus 
subcontracting oversight from national officials to foreign actors that should be the subject.167 
Before signing an agreement to build an airport in Pokhara, officials of the civil aviation 
authority found that China Eximbank had demanded as a guarantee that revenue from all of 
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Nepal’s airports be kept in a joint account with itself.168 In a separate example, the state-
owned airline was forced to ground aircraft purchased from China due to unprofitability 
and operational issues.169 It was later established that the aircraft had been brought into 
the fleet even before their suitability for Nepal’s needs had been established by government 
oversight.170 In other cases, local officials had to make peace between Chinese contractors 
and local laborers in a road project after the latter accused their employer of not paying the 
legal minimum wage, as a stronger state would have enforced.171 Similarly, the government 
body in charge of setting school curriculums was left in the dark when schools across the 
country made Mandarin classes mandatory as part of a direct deal between the schools and 
the Chinese government.172 

Law enforcement

Vulnerabilities that flow from weak institutions can be seen in law enforcement as well. 
With the expansion of engagement with China in multiple directions, state agencies need to 
cope with changing scenarios and to modify their operating procedures. 

According to the World Justice Project’s 2020 Rule of Law Index, all four countries experi-
ence significant influence by the political regime of the moment on nominally independent 
law-enforcement agencies. On a scale of 0 to 1—with 1 indicating the least politicized 
criminal justice system, and 0 the most—Bangladesh scores lowest at 0.26, while Sri Lanka 
scores highest with 0.49. Nepal scores 0.40.173 It follows that, when pressured by China, 
politicians or governments tend to pass its requests or demands onto state agencies. And, 
as it has become increasingly sensitive about how it is portrayed abroad, China has started 
making demands on the resources of law-enforcement agencies abroad. 

In 2020, for example, 122 Chinese nationals were arrested in Nepal and sent back to China 
after local authorities failed to file charges against them. The Nepali and Chinese authorities 
contradicted each other on the nature of the operation, with the former claiming that they 
acted alone with information from Chinese authorities, while Beijing claimed that it was 
a joint operation.174 According to stakeholders, Chinese requests to Nepal’s police started 
ahead of the 2008 Olympics when pro-Tibet protesters were arrested.175 This elevated level of 
vigilance returned during Xi’s 2019 visit, not only because of the government’s initiatives but 
also because of requests made by Beijing.176 

Reports of political influence on the police and other law-enforcement agencies are not new 
in Bangladesh either. International human-rights organizations have highlighted instances 
of how the police has been used to restrain the political opposition of the day and of citizens 
being arrested on charges of anti-government actions.177 While incidents of police action in 
projects funded or constructed by Chinese entities come up in conversation with stakehold-
ers, they rarely appear in newspapers.178 At least one project—a power plant in Chittagong, 
built as part of a joint venture between a Bangladeshi and a Chinese company—has seen 
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unrest over the years. In 2016, four people were killed by the police, who fired on demon-
strators protesting against the plant’s construction.179 Five people were killed in connection 
with the same project in April 2021 when demonstrators protesting against the Chinese 
subcontractor clashed with the police.180

The last word

Of the four states, Bangladesh and Sri Lanka exhibit the strongest administrative systems. 
However, both are impeded by domestic systemic deficiencies that make them susceptible 
to foreign interferences. These include pressures on the institutions and administrative 
apparatus from members of the establishment that prevent them from playing the roles they 
are designed to play. In Bangladesh, corruption and elite interference have led to the weak-
ening of the system of investment screening and contract review, leading to nontransparent 
agreements with Chinese partners. In Sri Lanka, similar interference has aided entrenched 
elites, leading to inefficiencies, cost escalations, and mismanagement of funds. 

Nepal and Maldives demonstrate deficient institutional capacity that makes them vulner-
able. Nepal is still in the process of institutionalizing its systems. This—along with other 
reasons like the regime’s preference for Beijing as a partner—has made it particularly 
susceptible to Chinese influence. Faced with accelerated engagement with China on multiple 
fronts, this has manifested itself in stretched bureaucratic capacity, from setting up rules of 
procedure to oversight mechanisms and law enforcement. For Maldives, which democratized 
in 2007, the challenges are associated with limited institutional capacity and skills. This has 
been reflected most significantly in loans accepted under terms that would have raised red 
flags in any system with adequate checks and balances. But, unlike the issues plaguing Sri 
Lanka and Bangladesh, these are not inadequacies that can be corrected primarily with po-
litical will. Nepal and Maldives will need to develop robust institutions from the ground up 
and invest in building capacity and experience over years. Till then, these inefficiencies will 
exist, with the extent of Chinese entrenchment often obscured by institutional weaknesses. 

Vulnerability 2. Independence of Civil Society as a Check on External Pressure

In a well-functioning political system, civil society provides an independent check on state 
action. Robust civil society should be able to monitor and mobilize when Chinese influence 
is wielded at the expense of the public in the four countries studied. Individual civic actors 
and groups do call out improprieties by Chinese actors or by domestic political or bureau-
cratic institutions and report the facts. Nepal and Sri Lanka fare well in this category, albeit 
for different reasons, while Maldives and Bangladesh display significant vulnerabilities. This 
is also becoming more challenging in all four countries because of policy measures through 
which governments have sought to regulate and potentially restrict civic speech.
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Governments in the four countries, whether weak or strong, tend to restrict the ability of 
civil society to criticize China or Chinese activities in two ways. When Beijing’s relations 
with a government are strong, the latter tries to bury criticism. Alternatively, civil society 
itself can be pliable and subject to government influence, altering its message under state 
pressure. More often than not, the state pushes harder on criticism of China where civil 
society is stronger. This has been the case in Nepal, for example. By contrast, in Bangladesh, 
which has a weaker civil society and little media freedom, civic organizations are more likely 
to comply with requests to tone down criticism of China-linked activities because they are 
prone to pressure or vulnerable to enticement. 

Challenges for civil society in Nepal 

Among the four countries, Nepal is probably strongest in terms of the media’s capacity 
to provide independent oversight of the state and of Chinese activities. According to the 
Reporters Without Borders (RSF) Press Freedom Index, conditions for media in the country 
have marginally improved in recent years.181 Problems like intimidation of journalists or 
holding back government advertisements to punish “recalcitrant” publications do exist. 
However, the media is diverse and vibrant. It carries varying perspectives on the relationship 
with China, including calling out either the government or Beijing when questions arise. 
The media has to deal with pushback from both but it has been strong enough to navigate 
this. However, the government has been considering various laws that are of concern in this 
regard, including one that would see the autonomous body that oversees freedom of the 
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press replaced by one under government control.182 A second law would allow the govern-
ment more control over state television and radio stations.183 The anti-cyber-crime National 
Transaction Act has been used to detain journalists.184 

Nepal’s newspapers have also been the target of Chinese ire, raising the stakes for them to 
maintain their critical editorial line: when one newspaper published an article on the secrecy 
surrounding the origin of the coronavirus pandemic in China, the Chinese embassy harshly 
criticized the editor by name.185 The greatest Chinese pressure has been on media that report 
on the Tibet issue. The state-owned national news agency Rastriya Samachar Samiti does 
not report on China-funded projects, on international aspects of the Tibetan refugee issue, 
or on the Dalai Lama. This has been as a direct result of Chinese pressure: when the agency 
carried a report on the Dalai Lama in 2019, it was criticized by the Chinese embassy. The 
communications minister then confirmed that an investigation had been ordered on three 
journalists, saying “we should be sensitive to our neighbours’ concerns.”186  

Still, despite this political pressure, a 2012 study found that the private media gives adequate 
space to domestic and international Tibetan issues. Tibetan issues tended to be reported 
more in the private media ahead of any high-level bilateral visit.187 However, journalists say 
that it has become increasingly difficult to get approval from editors for articles on Tibetan 
issues, even in the private media.188 According to one senior journalist, government officials 
shy away from responding to reporters who solicit comments on China-related stories.189 

Civic organizations in Nepal share these challenges on Tibetan issues: space to engage with 
the refugee issue has shrunk substantially for all civil society organizations since the 2008 
Beijing Olympics. Under instruction from the authorities, and at the request of Beijing, the 
police have prevented the civic activist community from public expressions of any kind at 
the risk of arrest. Some say this extends from major events like celebrating the Dalai Lama’s 
birthday to relatively minor expressions of solidarity with Tibet, including even wearing 
clothing with Tibetan characters. Protests or expressions of solidarity with the cause are 
quickly subdued.190 Stricter measures were put in place ahead of Xi’s 2019 visit, leading to 
detentions, which were then kept secret to prevent a public outcry during his visit.191 The 
same year, a member of parliament was suspended by the Samajbadi Party for attending 
a convention on Tibet in Latvia. His companion, another lawmaker from Rastriya Janata 
Party Nepal, however, escaped punitive measures.192 

Tibetan refugees are not issued Nepali passports and depend on movement passes as proof 
of identity, the issuance of which has almost stopped in recent years, effectively restricting 
them to their locations. Community organizers say that it has become difficult to operate 
in Nepal, as government agencies are unwilling to work with civic organizations that work 
with Tibetans. This includes bureaucratic hurdles to getting new civic organizations regis-
tered and to existing organizations’ freedom to operate.193 In recent months, for example, 
community organizers have found it difficult to arrange for COVID-19 vaccines for Tibetan 
refugees, given that most of them are undocumented. 



34   |   China’s Influence in South Asia

Pressure on media in Bangladesh 

Bangladesh faces distinctive challenges, in part because the nature of Chinese pressure is 
different there than in the other three countries, and the Chinese embassy has adopted a 
distinctive strategy. The media has been largely free to regularly report on issues related to 
Chinese projects, including impropriety in tendering and allegations against Chinese com-
panies lobbying for projects or the local partners that have helped them. At the same time, 
stakeholders say that officials periodically pass on requests and unofficial advice to not be 
too harsh in criticizing initiatives led by China, and that on occasion they suggest carrying 
reports that would be positive for its image.194 

During the gap between the extent of Chinese initiatives and the public’s awareness or 
opinion about those initiatives is widest in the case of Bangladesh. Of the four, it is the one 
with the greatest number of infrastructure projects being developed with Chinese assistance. 
Bangladesh also has a relatively well-established security relationship, based on the purchase 
of military hardware, with China. However, China is hardly ever present in the public’s 
imagination. To tackle this, the Chinese embassy prioritizes outreach to the media instead of 
trying to coerce it with criticism of editors and stories. It has aimed largely to shape the mes-
sage, not to bury it. Scholarships that allow journalists to spend up to a year in China are 
awarded frequently. Some of the journalists involved have even been hired by Chinese state-
owned media. The embassy also organizes workshops on various aspects of BRI engagement 
in Bangladesh, in partnership with local newspapers. Embassy officials, including the 
ambassador, regularly visit these newspapers’ offices and meet their staff in friendly exchang-
es.195 The Chinese embassy is more sensitive to issues touching Tibet than to criticism of the 
BRI. In 2016, for instance, it objected to an exhibit in the Dhaka Art Summit that featured 
letters written by Tibetan protesters who had self-immolated. The organizers eventually had 
to cover up the art, in an echo of the kind of pressure related to Tibetan issues visible against 
civic organizations in Nepal.196 

Stakeholders argue that the gravest challenges to civil society in Bangladesh arise not neces-
sarily from reporting on China itself but from showing the government’s cooperation with 
China in a bad light. Media ownership is opaque and rests with a few families with close 
business or political connections. Financial statements are seldom made public, and there 
is little official information about media owners or their other business interests.197 Weak 
media freedom is a systemic vulnerability in Bangladesh, and one that is deepening. RSF 
notes regular incidents of intimidation and detention of critical journalists.198 The Digital 
Security Act, which allows the police to make arrests without warrant, has been widely used 
to arrest media workers for allegedly criticizing the government on online platforms. This 
has extended to cartoonists, photojournalists, and reporters.199 Media weakness can also 
show up in the form of self-censorship: for instance, interviewees say that when periodic 
incidents of unrest occur due to labor trouble in China-funded projects, it is likely that laws 
and informal directives from the government are being used to keep them out of the papers. 
USAID’s 2019 Civil Society Organization Sustainability Index (CSOSI) notes these prob-
lems and states that the reasons for shrinking civil society space in Bangladesh can be traced 
back to self-censorship, intimidation, and clampdowns on protests.200 



Deep Pal  |   35

Nascent, recovering media in Maldives 

The media situation in Maldives has shown strong signs of improvement in recent years, 
with the country steadily improving its score in the World Press Freedom Index.201 This owes 
much to the rollback of a draconian defamation law as part of President Solih’s electoral 
promise of ensuring press freedom. The law passed in 2016 threatened jail time and hefty 
fines for journalists accused of slander.202 The regime of former president Abdulla Yameen 
was known for its antagonistic approach to the media, often shutting them out of covering 
important political developments. Arrests of journalists occurred regularly; for example, in 
2018 when British and Indian reporters were among those detained by police when covering 
an impasse between the Supreme Court and the president.203 When a popular blogger was 
stabbed to death in 2017, his family said that “Maldives is a dangerous place for anyone who 
dares to criticize the ruling regime, or who expresses opinions about the state of society.”204

More recently, however, there have been fewer instances of muzzled reporting on China-
related issues or of censorship. Under Solih, newspapers regularly report on China-funded 
projects and on corruption or impropriety in awarding contracts. However, the media 
landscape is still nascent with limited expertise on the editorial and organizational aspects 
of media work.205 Popular newspapers have shut down, even under a government that is not 
antagonistic toward the media,206 and media independence and self-regulation are far from 
complete. Regulatory organizations like the Maldives Broadcasting Commission (MBC) and 
the Maldives Media Council (MMC) include active involvement by the government—the 
president nominates members to the former, while the minister of information nominates 
the public candidates to the latter. Reports suggest the government is planning to merge the 
MBC and the MMC with the eventual aim of giving the government and the parliament 
regulatory power over media outlets.207 This could potentially become a weapon in the hands 
of a future government antagonistic toward the media. It could also be a vulnerability if 
Chinese or other actors pressure the government to use this power to stifle critical reporting. 

The regime’s long hand in Sri Lanka

In Sri Lanka, the mainstream media has traditionally been pro-government. As a result, the 
degree of its pro- or anti-China leanings has depended on the outlook of the government of 
the day.208 RSF describes media ownership patterns in the country as “concerning” because 
just four entities—including the government—account for 75 percent of the print reader-
ship. Many of the nongovernment media owners are known to be associated with politics, 
leading to questions of independence and bias.209 According to CSOSI, conditions for civil 
society, including the media, had improved since 2015 but started to decline in 2019. It 
attributes this to rising scrutiny by the state and instances of harassment.210 

There were reports critical of the government during the early years of Mahinda Rajapaksa’s 
tenure as president, which was marked by the end-phase of the civil war and the final defeat 
of the LTTE. In the same period, there were several high-profile cases of abductions and 
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murder of journalists.211 International human-rights organizations raised the issue of the 
protection of journalists and questioned the role of the Rajapaksas in obstructing the inves-
tigation of cases. One journalist who went into hiding after Mahinda Rajapaksa was elected 
prime minister in 2019 claimed to have been targeted in 2008 and again in 2019, and he 
told Human Rights Watch that “every time the Rajapaksas come to power, journalists are 
threatened.”212 The Rajapaksa regime was also accused of buying influence. According to 
one investigation, the government gave free laptops and interest-free car loans to over 500 
journalists, while the treasury used taxpayer funds to pay the interest on these loans.213

The China–Sri Lanka relationship has been under greater scrutiny in the media since 2015, 
when the Sirisena government came to power. This has mostly, however, meant reports 
questioning decisions by the earlier Rajapaksa regime, not necessarily questioning China’s 
actions. The Tamil-language media has been more outspoken than the Sinhala media, albeit 
using nuance to get their point across. For example, they have suggested that China has 
always had its own best interests, not Sri Lanka’s, at heart while engaging in the country.214 

The practice of calling a government in Sri Lanka pro- or anti-China is more common in the 
foreign media than in outlets within the country. Domestically, a government developing 
close relations with China is generally reported on far more tactfully. The media tend to 
depict governments as pursuing nonalignment and not necessarily leaning toward Beijing—
for instance, the Sirisena government’s decision to continue with Rajapaksa-era Chinese 
infrastructure projects and loans was mostly framed in these terms. Recently, however, the 
passage of the Colombo Port City bill and subsequent disclosure of the exceptions built into 
it has ignited a debate. Part the political and administrative elite seems to believe that Sri 
Lanka’s eagerness to benefit from its friendship with China is moving it too far away from 
the principles that guided its relations with other countries.215 

The Chinese embassy has attempted to pressure media outlets into retracting unfavorable 
reports, directly or through the government. Media outlets are frequently contacted to 
retract reports or to “issue clarifications.”216 In 2020, the Twitter handle of the Chinese 
embassy was suspended for a short while after it used harsh language to criticize anti-China 
views in Sri Lanka.217 One interviewee suggested that, in the absence of laws that bar foreign 
funding for media organizations, China has invested in local media organizations, including 
helping to set up a Buddhist television station, although this allegation cannot be investigat-
ed or proven.218 Since 1963, the state-run China Radio International has been running its 
Tamil service from Colombo, which is its most popular international service.219 Its Sinhala 
language service has run since 1975.220 

The last word

Civil society in the four states in this study are a mixed bag in terms of their ability to mon-
itor independently Chinese inducement and pressure. Nepal and Sri Lanka fare well, though 
in different ways. While Nepali media organizations present a multitude of views, they have 
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been facing mounting pressure when it comes to Tibet. Reporting of the issue is discour-
aged, and penalized in some cases. Organizations and individuals working with Tibetan 
refugees are restricted in what they can do and how they express themselves. Sri Lanka has 
seen more questions raised about the connections between the Rajapaksas and China since 
2015, when Sirisena was elected president. Significantly, in both cases Chinese stakeholders 
in the country use their connections in the government to discourage actions that may be 
construed as critical of China. 

In Bangladesh and Maldives, the problem is one of limited capacity and the role of the 
government in guiding the media. Bangladeshi media is prolific in its reporting of delays in 
China-led projects or in questioning the terms of agreements signed with Chinese compa-
nies. However, there are fewer articles that directly question the government’s decisions on 
engaging with China. Interviewees mention unofficial advice that is often passed on from 
various quarters of the government to guide the tone on issues concerning Bangladesh’s 
neighbors. In Maldives, where the civil society space is nascent, the government’s guidance 
of the media is more direct in terms of their association with regulatory bodies. In both 
countries, pressure for anticipatory compliance can be used by Chinese or other foreign 
actors that are close to the government to influence the narrative. 

Vulnerability 3. Influence-able Elites and Potential Capture

Examples of vulnerability to elite capture include systemic or entrenched elite corruption 
and chronic crony capitalism. These can provide fertile ground for influence buying by an 
outside power or interest group. External funding can, as well, influence the findings of local 
research institutions. 

Of the four countries studied, Bangladesh has the strongest state with the fewest indications 
of elite capture. Its political system is anchored by a strong political party in power that 
has no need to turn to foreign influences or supporters to bolster its domestic position. It is 
also the country whose ruling elite has most skillfully navigated and balanced relationships 
with India and China. The leadership’s actions suggest that tilting toward either will limit 
the elite’s and the country’s room for flexibility; thus, there has been no need to lean too 
heavily on Chinese influences for political support. At the opposite end of the spectrum lies 
Sri Lanka, whose elite has been prone to foreign influence and even capture because this 
buttresses domestic needs. 

Nepal and Maldives are midway between Bangladesh and Sri Lanka in the relative strength 
of their elites in the face of foreign money and enticements. The Solih government in 
Maldives has rejected the significant Chinese influence that had shaped the priorities of the 
Yameen government, but this could change if power changes hands. While Nepal-China 
relations have evolved rapidly under the last several governments, recent communist ones 
have been more open to direct influence from Beijing, raising questions about how durable 
that will prove to be now that the Nepali Congress is back in power. In both countries, 
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future elections will likely indicate whether the elites that will govern in the coming years 
will be those whose political weakness or financial circumstances make them more or less 
prone to capture.

Cultivating the Rajapaksas in Sri Lanka

Where domestic institutions and civil society are relatively robust, Chinese actors have 
turned to political and business elites in highly personalized ways to pursue and support 
Chinese interests. Still, it is hard to conclusively establish connections between elites and 
foreign stakeholders. 

For China, the late 2000s provided an opportune moment to cultivate the Rajapaksa family 
in Sri Lanka, where state institutions are comparatively strong. The country was then 
grappling with the end of the twenty-five-year civil war that left the country polarized and 
the regime drawing international scrutiny for its human-rights violations. The economy was 
heavily reliant on short-term external financing, with capital flows falling as a result of the 
global financial crisis, leading to a demand by the elite for alternative sources of capital.221 

China was already the largest donor to Sri Lanka by the end of the 2000s, offering over 
$1 billion in aid annually since 2008 without conditioning it on improvements in internal 
governance.222 Its unwavering support for the Rajapaksa government on human-rights issues 
at international forums, most significantly the UN Human Rights Council (UNHRC), 
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further cemented its relationship with the family. The economic relationship flourished with 
Chinese investment in several mega projects, including the Hambantota Port in Mahinda 
Rajapaksa’s home constituency, started in 2008, and the MRIA, started in 2009. The 
proposal for the Colombo Port City was submitted to the government in 2012. By 2011, 
China accounted for the largest share of FDI flowing into Sri Lanka. Around the same time, 
it overtook Japan as the largest provider of development assistance.223 

The close relationship between China and the Rajapaksas truly became public only after 
Maithripala Sirisena became president in 2015. By this time, however, Chinese actors were 
so deeply entrenched in Sri Lanka that no government could simply reverse the trend. The 
country had joined the BRI in 2014, and Chinese financial institutions and SOEs were on 
the lookout for even more opportunities to loan and invest, partner and build. Sirisena and 
his prime minister, Ranil Wickremesinghe, soon turned to Beijing too. Investigations began 
to reveal a rush to launch projects without feasibility studies and environmental assessments.224 
The lack of a transparency clause in some Chinese loans meant that decisionmakers had steered 
projects to Chinese contractors often without following a tendering process. For example, the 
Colombo Port City project was awarded to CHEC without competitive bidding, with the 
company submitting a proposal after Mahinda Rajapaksa visited the prospective site.225 As  
one interviewee put it, the more Sri Lanka bought, the more corrupt politicians gained. 

The Rajapaksas’ favoritism toward Chinese companies has faced regular criticism. Studies 
comparing interest rates on loans from Chinese institutions against those from the ADB 
or the World Bank have found the former to be comparatively expensive, raising questions 
about the logic and cost of borrowing from China.226 The hold that China had over the 
regime between 2005–2015 through companies and projects is evident in the way that 
agreements were proposed as well as the means through which the projects were carried out. 
For example, in the initial agreement for the Colombo Port City the government agreed to 
compensate CHEC in case of damages from a natural disaster. The agreement also stipulat-
ed that the airspace above the project would be considered Chinese airspace.227 These pledges 
were revised when the Sirisena government renegotiated the agreement. 

However, the current Rajapaksa government pushed through the Colombo Port City 
Economic Commission Bill in May 2021. This sets up the Colombo Port City SEZ and 
Colombo Port City Economic Commission to go ahead, notwithstanding the concerns 
expressed by some in Sri Lanka. The bill has met with political opposition and widespread 
criticism.228 Opposition politicians have objected on various grounds, from claiming that 
it—in effect—establishes the port city as “a province of China” to claiming that it makes Sri 
Lankans “servile” to foreigners and noting that it violates twenty-five acts passed by parlia-
ment.229 While some of this criticism is hyperbole, the bill was pushed through even though 
a petition against it was still being considered by the Supreme Court. The court found parts 
of the bill unconstitutional and asked for a referendum, but the parliament eventually passed 
it, albeit after accepting suggested amendments.230 This incident is in stark contrast with Sri 
Lanka’s approach to infrastructure projects aided by other partners where the government 
has been open to revising its decisions. Examples include approving and then declining 
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the MCC grant from the United States; or, deciding against developing the Colombo East 
Container Terminal with India and Japan in the face of domestic protests.231 

Allegations that the Rajapaksas were captured by Chinese interests have circulated 
since Mahinda’s first term as president. After the 2015 elections that swept Sirisena and 
Wickremesinghe to power, agencies started investigating allegations that CHEC had paid 
over $1 million to fund Mahinda’s election campaign. CHEC’s parent company denied 
these allegations. The Chinese embassy waded into this controversy, vouching for the 
innocence of the company.232 In 2016, an associate of Mahinda’s brother, Basil, admitted 
that he had been given a large sum of money to purchase sixteen acres of land and build a 
house on it. It was alleged that the real owner of this land and house was Basil himself. The 
authorities eventually decided to auction off the property.233 Others in the family, including 
Mahinda’s son, Namal, and his brother, the former defense minister and current president, 
Gotabaya, were accused of embezzlement and money laundering.234 In 2019, the Rajapaksas 
were accused of selling off prime land belonging to the army to an international hotel chain.235 
However, most of the charges were dropped and Gotabaya received immunity in 2019 when 
he became president.236 

Maithripala Sirisena fought the election of 2015 on a platform explicitly built around 
taking back the country “from foreigners.” Referring to the presumed closeness between the 
Rajapaksas and China, he said that “this robbery is taking place before everybody and in 
broad daylight . . . if this trend continues for another six years, our country [will] become a 
colony and we would become slaves.”237 Soon after his inauguration, Sirisena visited Beijing 
to renegotiate more than $5.3 billion of deals signed by the previous government.238 China-
funded projects were put under scrutiny and—in a move that would reduce the govern-
ment’s dependence on China at the UNHRC—he signed a resolution to reconsider the 
government’s role in the civil war through transitional-justice mechanisms. 

However, despite pledges to “protect Sri Lanka’s sovereignty” from Chinese lending, 
the poor state of the economy soon forced Sirisena’s government to turn to Beijing once 
again.239 Projects that had been placed under review were cleared as well. China accepted 
this renewed momentum, calling itself a friend of all Sri Lankans.240 The familiar process 
of grants, loans, and projects started once again.241 The Sirisena government also agreed to 
allow Chinese SOEs to take a controlling interest in managing the Hambantota Port under 
a ninety-nine-year lease. Even at this time, certain developments worked in favor of Chinese 
companies. For example, Wickremesinghe admitted that the government had agreed to 
Beijing’s request that the first set of proposals for operating Hambantota Port be solicited 
from Chinese companies.242 

The return to power of the Rajapaksas in 2019 has been seen by both China and the re-
turned ancien regime as an opportunity to revive the old partnership. While the Sirisena 
years saw the government solicit and accept Chinese help, they were also marked by greater 
freedom of speech, including the lifting of bans on news websites that had been critical of 
China-linked projects. This allowed the China–Sri Lanka relationship to be questioned in 
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popular discourse, even as it advanced on many fronts. It also enabled public dissent against 
the Rajapaksas.243 This was a shift in the operating environment for Chinese actors. In one 
instance, the Chinese embassy commented that the “Sri Lankan people and government 
should have some gratitude for the things given.”244 This openness under Sirisena has 
affected the ability of Beijing and Rajapaksas to resume the earlier arrangement seamlessly. 
However, it has not stopped China from reaching out to various constituencies across the 
political spectrum, most recently on the occasion of the hundredth anniversary of the CCP, 
when Beijing invited twelve Sri Lankan political parties to attend a commemorative confer-
ence in June 2021.245

President Gotabaya Rajapaksa has let his preference for “China-style development for Sri 
Lanka” be known. Apart from the CHEC Port City project, some argue that an FTA is the 
key to the success of this putative model. The government has reportedly removed officials 
in the National Medicines Regulatory Authority after they questioned a decision to import 
Sinopharm vaccines, which were at the time unapproved by the World Health Organization. 
Yet soon after, 600,000 doses were imported.246 In the meantime, some have claimed that 
the government is setting up a process to sell more state-owned prime land to CHEC and its 
local intermediaries.247 

Chinese engagement of civil society in Sri Lanka

Chinese interests have sought to capture and influence key individuals in Sri Lanka’s 
vibrant and robust media, as an alternative to politicians, to get their view across in the 
public discourse. Interviewees note various instances of the Chinese embassy reaching out 
directly or through the government to ask for retractions or clarifications on reporting 
it considers inimical to China’s image. In some cases, the embassy has developed highly 
personalized relationships with journalists to glean insights about the workings of media 
organizations and to wield influence over them. The goal is to have enough clout in vari-
ous publications to be able to intervene in the editorial process when an article that China 
believes shows it in a negative light is about to go to print. The influence would allow 
China to have such articles spiked before they are printed, avoiding the messy process of 
demanding retractions after the fact. 

Chinese actors also find it effective to operate through proxies. Websites modeled after tradi-
tional mainstream news websites funded by Chinese sources disseminate news and opinions 
that focus on portraying China positively. These websites are secretive and do not disclose 
ownership or funding details. Interviewees point out that, while the COVID-19 pandemic 
has hurt traditional media whose revenue has decreased, these websites continue to be well 
funded, often in the form of advertisements or sponsored articles from Chinese companies 
or the embassy.248 

Organizations dedicated to good relations and friendship between the two countries—for 
instance, between elite journalists—have an active online and social media presence, helping 
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to amplify positive impressions about China. China-linked journalists sometimes publish 
op-eds in mainstream newspapers on topics ranging from criticism of Western media’s 
propaganda about COVID-19 to commentary against “U.S. imperialism.”249 In some cases, 
publications acknowledge their Chinese partnerships, as in the case of the Sri Lanka Red 
Cross Society, which publishes the quarterly magazine Subhasara jointly with China Radio 
International.250 Similarly, the Sri Lanka-China Journalists Forum and the Chinese Cultural 
Centre sponsor the bi-monthly magazine People’s Republic of China.251 To reach out to the 
public-policy community, institutions associated with China’s State Council or the CCP 
have started directly building ties with Sri Lankan think tanks for knowledge and experi-
ence sharing.252 Chinese actors also directly fund educational institutions to set up specific 
centers, such as the Chinese Academy of Sciences funding the China-Sri Lanka Center for 
Education and Research at the University of Ruhuna in the southern part of the country.253 

Cultivating political elites in Nepal 

In Nepal, a whole new political elite has emerged as a result of the end of the Maoists’ 
guerilla struggle, the collapse of the monarchy, and the formation of a presidential repub-
lic in 2008. India’s 2015 economic blockade further changed the elite by entrenching a 
group of politicians carried along by a groundswell of anti-Indian sentiment and a desire 
in Kathmandu to forge closer relations with China. The communists, who were in power 
between 2018 and July 2021, were also ideologically receptive to China, with greater willing-
ness to accommodate it on Tibetan issues, and interested in nurturing closer ties to the Tibet 
Autonomous Region. Taken together, these dramatic changes since 2008 have created fertile 
ground for China to turn the elite into a sympathetic constituency.

China’s engagement with Nepali elites focuses on political affairs to the point of contra-
dicting one of the central tenets of its diplomacy, namely that about noninterference in a 
country’s internal affairs. In 2017, as the Madhesis and other marginalized groups decided to 
oppose elections over their objections to the new constitution, China provided $1 million to 
the government to hold the polls. As expected, the China-friendlier Dahal-led government 
showcased this Chinese support for the government and the new constitution.254 More 
recently, as the two factions of the communist party sparred in 2020, China’s Ambassador 
Hou Yanqi was particularly active, meeting leaders from various parties and the leading 
protagonists of the two factions—Dahal and Oli.255 She even met the president to attempt 
to broker a truce; however, this meeting created a minor diplomatic incident for being held 
without the knowledge of Nepal’s foreign ministry.256 (A former Nepali ambassador to 
China has claimed that there was nothing unusual about Hou’s meetings—it was normal 
diplomatic practice for an ambassador to try to understand the political situation during a 
crisis.257) Once it was clear that Oli and Dahal were not going to reconcile, a team led by 
the vice minister of the International Department of the CCP traveled to Sri Lanka to meet 
senior politicians and support Hou’s efforts.258 In its five-day visit, the delegation met the 
president as well as Dahal, Oli, and other senior party leaders in a final attempt to resolve 
the crisis. It also reached out to opposition leaders, meeting former prime ministers Sher 
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Bahadur Deuba and Baburam Bhattarai, in case the Oli government were to be replaced by 
a non-communist one.259 

The Nepal-China political relationship has also included workshops organized by the 
International Department of the CCP aimed at cultivating individual political workers, 
especially those belonging to the CPN-UML. One such meeting was organized virtually at 
the height of China-India border tensions in 2020.260 The other, a two-day symposium on 
“Xi Jinping Thought,” was held days before Xi’s visit to Nepal in 2019.261 

The scope and scale of Chinese money inflows—jumping to $220 million in FDI for fiscal 
year 2019–2020 from $116 million the previous year—has the potential to fuel individu-
al-level corruption.262 The inflows fund a range of projects, from government-to-government 
agreements on major infrastructure projects to micro-enterprises in the private sector. The 
problem of influence and corruption has arisen frequently, and Chinese actors have all but 
acknowledged it. For instance, a Chinese corporate participant in a workshop at Fudan 
University said that “every political party, government body, local pressure group and other 
visible and invisible groups [in Nepal] have to be paid.”263 Interviewees suggest that corrup-
tion is prevalent even at the level of senior political leaders.264

Chinese capital has flowed into major projects located in the electoral constituencies of 
major communist party leaders. One example is an industrial park slated to be in Oli’s con-
stituency at the cost of millions of dollars.265 Procurement, too, has raised the specter of elite 
corruption. In 2016, when the tourism ministry insisted on the purchase of six aircraft from 
China with a concessional Chinese loan, the national carrier, Nepal Airlines Corporation, 
objected that the planes would be grounded often as well as cost too much to maintain and 
insure, affecting the airline’s profitability.266 After the ministry insisted, the planes were pur-
chased but, as predicted, they were soon grounded and the airline is now looking for buyers 
for them.267 There have also been attempts to steer contracts to Chinese companies without 
competitive bidding. In 2018, the contract for a digital action room in the Prime Minister’s 
Office was canceled after it emerged that it had been awarded to Huawei without an open 
tender, as required by laws on public procurement. Tendering was skipped in this instance 
under direct pressure from an adviser to the prime minister.268 

Other cases of noncompetitive contracts include the $2-billion, 1,200-megawatt 
Budhigandaki Hydropower Project, which has been plagued by allegations of impropriety. 
In 2017, the communist government led by Dahal awarded the project to the state-owned 
China Gezhouba Group Corporation (CGGC). There was no competitive bidding, and the 
agreement was signed with much fanfare in the presence of the prime minister and China’s 
ambassador.269 Later that year, the new government led by the Nepali Congress’s Sher 
Bahadur Deuba rejected the agreement after a parliamentary committee judged it irregular 
and nontransparent.270 However, once a communist-led government came to power again 
in 2018 with Oli at the helm, that decision was overturned and the project was awarded 
once again to CGGC without competitive bidding. In sum, projects have not followed the 
national interest so much as they have followed the interests of the individuals and political 
parties in power at any given moment.271
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The last word

This analysis finds Sri Lanka to be the state where elite capture and crony capitalism has ad-
vanced the most. As evident under the Sirisena government, attempts to curb Chinese influ-
ence are limited by the heavy dependence of the economy on foreign inflows. Additionally, 
the Rajapaksa government’s need for external support after the end of the civil war, as well as 
its proclivity to limit and shape civic discourse, offered Beijing a continuing opportunity to 
increase its influence. 

Bangladesh, led by a party strongly in control of the political process, is at the other end of 
the spectrum, with fewest indicators suggesting undue Chinese elite engagement or capture 
is underway. However, with a growing number of questions about undue influence of the 
administrative machinery over the electoral process, the general election in 2023 will be cru-
cial. If the incumbent government has to turn to its powerful neighbors for an endorsement 
of its legitimacy in a postelection scenario, this will allow China to make further inroads. 

Upcoming elections in 2023 and 2024 are also crucial for Maldives and Nepal. They will de-
termine the direction that these countries take to confront challenges at home in the face of 
enticements from abroad. In Nepal, the communist regime in power over the last few years 
has been more receptive to Chinese influence. The current Nepali Congress–led government 
does not share the ideological closeness of the previous government with the CCP, but it has 
inherited the need to develop alternatives to Nepal’s overdependence on India as its supply 
and infrastructure link. Similarly, a future government in Male may decide to reverse the 
current one’s decision to turn away from China if that means greater support for the econo-
my in a post-pandemic scenario along with assistance in infrastructure development. Either 
development will allow greater involvement of Chinese actors in these countries, increasing 
the likelihood of influence peddling and entrenchment. 
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Lessons Learned
China’s Goals  

China’s main asset is its economic levers of influence and Chinese actors are proac-
tive in wielding these. 

China’s primary instruments of influence in the four countries are economic, though they 
serve longer-term Chinese strategic ends and help expand its influence in a region that has 
traditionally been considered as India’s strategic backyard. Its loans to Sri Lanka were at $4.6 
billion in 2020, despite the pandemic, and the figure for Maldives is believed to be between 
$1.1 and $1.4 billion.272 China is helping to construct mega infrastructure projects in every 
country in the region, in most cases with money that it has lent them. Chinese actors are 
proactive in seeking opportunities: interviewees offered various examples of them approach-
ing public or private stakeholders in the four countries with suggestions for engagement.273 
Chinese actors identify opportunities and make offers without waiting for the country to 
ask first. Chinese embassies, SOEs, private firms, journalists, and other actors present in a 
country share information with one another and coordinate insights to identify and hone 
these prospective opportunities for engagement. These could involve building local capacity, 
identifying a business partnership, or offering technology packages and financing around, 
for example, 5G telecommunications. Many Chinese companies active in the region have 
gauged the importance of specific big-ticket projects to the governments they are soliciting 
and the role that Chinese investments could play for incumbents who must face the voters. 
Project completion is often timed to coincide with upcoming elections, offering parties 
in power an achievement to showcase, thereby increasing their chances of greenlighting a 
proposed Chinese project in the first place. 

FIGURE 9
Top Sources of FDI in Focus Countries

Source: See Appendix 6.
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This proactive approach has earned China much goodwill and trust.274 If proposals do not 
work out or if they do not win a government’s approval, Chinese companies try to keep a 
low profile instead of leaving the country. In Maldives, for example, once Chinese contrac-
tors found their access restricted after the change of government from Yameen to Solih, they 
offered extended liability periods on completed projects to ensure continued access.275 In 
Sri Lanka, Chinese contractors stayed on through years of controversy and bad press over 
projects, earning goodwill as reliable partners.276 

In cases where Chinese actors are unable to immediately identify fresh opportunities for col-
laboration, they offer to improve upon the host country’s existing collaborations with third 
countries. In Nepal, for instance, China’s forays as a development partner often involved 
offering larger versions of projects that India was already working on, promising to complete 
them faster than India could and at a lower cost.277 

This model seems to be making its way from Nepal to other countries, such as Bangladesh.278 
In recent months, China has sought to establish a collaborative network across multiple 
countries to tackle COVID-19. And once the voluntary COVID-19 emergency fund 
proposed by India failed to take off in South Asia, Foreign Minister Wang Yi met his coun-
terparts from Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Nepal, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka to discuss avenues of 
cooperation similar to the Indian effort, expanding pandemic mitigation to include econom-
ic cooperation, and regional development as means of recovery.279 

Figure 10. COVID-Related Exports to Focus Countries, 2020

Source: World Integrated Solution, World Bank.
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China’s tools of influence are becoming much more diverse. 

China employs a repertoire of means to wield influence, but how these are leveraged depends 
on the extent of its engagement in a country, on the robustness of that country’s institutions, 
and China’s personal relationships with key regime actors. These means now include coercive 
punishment to deter certain actions that are perceived to be inimical to Chinese interests or to 
compel compliance. China also continues to use tools of persuasion and positive incentives too. 

Coercive threats have been used as tools of negative influence in several ways, including over-
the-horizon threats that lead local actors to self-censor. For instance, in February 2020, when a 
Nepali newspaper carried an article on the secrecy surrounding the origins of the coronavirus, 
the Nepali embassy in China preempted criticism by releasing a threatening statement, asking 
Nepali newspapers to avoid stances that might negatively affect relations between the two 
countries.280 In the event, the threat failed to yield the desired result. Nepali editors refused to 
back down, reminding the embassy that the only way to protect the freedom of the press guar-
anteed by the constitution is to exercise it.281 But such a reaction can then yield more direct 
threats from China. A similar article in one Sri Lankan newspaper led the Chinese embassy to 
reportedly request the government to ask the newspaper to retract it.282 

Elsewhere, China has aimed to avoid bad press through blandishments and incentives, 
including buying advertisements, offering collaboration for a media outlet with the embassy, 
making job opportunities in China available to local journalists, or offering fellowships in 
China. In Bangladesh, the Chinese embassy regularly takes out full-page advertisements in 
local dailies, and embassy officials, including the ambassador, have visited newsrooms and 
participated in moderated discussions with the staff to build positive relationships that can 
yield positive coverage.283 

China uses cultural programs in similar ways, directly connecting with people to spread its 
influence. In Sri Lanka, this has been done by promoting connections around Buddhism—
with CHEC helping to construct an international Buddhist university. Through the port 
city project, the company has also donated books on Confucian thought to this university.284 
Cultural connections have proved to be useful tools of positive influence in Nepal as well, as 
demonstrated by China’s minister of press and media visiting culturally significant sites at 
Lumbini and Tilaurakot, and participating in the 2,640th Buddha Jayanti program orga-
nized by the Jonghua Gumba of China at the Mayadevi temple in Lumbini in 2016.285 

When incentives fail to convince, threats can be used in pursuit of Chinese interests. In 
Maldives, for example, reports suggest that during negotiations over the FTA in 2017, 
the Chinese embassy tied all future financial assistance to its signing.286 Similarly, in 
Bangladesh, China’s state-owned Sinohydro Corporation tied the completion of the Dhaka-
Chittagong highway expansion project to the signing of a new contract on management 
of the river waters near the Padma Multipurpose Bridge project.287 Carrots and sticks are 
sometimes wielded by proxy. For example, when U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo 
complained publicly about Sri Lanka’s deepening relationship with China during his visit in 
October 2020, the Sri Lanka-China Friendship Association responded with strongly worded 
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statements calling out what it considered “misinformation” and U.S. “imperialism.”288 In 
Bangladesh, stakeholders tell of cases in which government officials have informally offered 
advice about how to write stories about “friendly neighbors.”289 As an interviewee points out, 
while some lower-circulation newspapers report on disagreements between Chinese contractors 
and their local employees, the mainstream media seldom covers this topic.290 

There is no “debt trap” in the four countries. 

The greater exposure of some countries to Chinese loans has contributed to the narrative that 
China practices “debt-trap diplomacy.” According to this view, China offers easy money to 
fund infrastructure projects that eventually are found to be unviable. This allows the lending 
Chinese entity to gain a foothold and even seize the asset by converting debt to equity or 
dictating new terms. 

However, this narrative can be questioned. For example, the Chinese share of Sri Lanka’s 
debt is vastly exaggerated: one study from March 2020 put it at just 6 percent of GDP, with 
more owed to other creditors.291 The fact is that Sri Lanka has a foreign debt problem and 
needs better debt management. As one member of the Sirisena government claimed in 2016, 
soon after it came to power, the country had to borrow from China because no one else 
would lend to it anymore.292 

Of the other three countries, only Maldives has considerable exposure to Chinese commer-
cial loans. Nepal and Bangladesh have been careful in choosing their funders and methods 
of financing to ensure less dependence on Chinese money. While Bangladesh tries for soft 
loans over commercial loans, Nepal prefers grants over soft loans.

Types of Chinese Assistance to Nepal Between 2013–14 and 2019–20 
(in Millions of U.S. Dollars)

Year/Types Grants Loans Technical Assistance Total

2013/14 - - - -

2014/15 28.8 9.2 0 38.0

2015/16 27.1 8.1 0.1 35.3

2016/17 41.2 0 0 41.2

2017/18 36.4 18.5 3.8 58.7

2018/19 106.0 44.4 0 150.4

2019/20 33.0 0 60.0 93.0

Source: “Development Cooperation Report Fiscal Year 2014/15,” “Development Cooperation Report Fiscal Year 
2015/16,” “Development Cooperation Report Fiscal Year 2016/17,” “Development Cooperation Report 2018,” 
“Development Cooperation Report 2019,” and “Development Cooperation Report Fiscal Year 2019/20,” Nepal’s Ministry 
of Finance, accessed July, 2021, https://mof.gov.np/site/publication-category/65.
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When China reached out to the Prime Minister’s Office in Bangladesh in 2015 offering 
to finance ten major infrastructure projects, the government decided to evaluate the offer 
against those from other development partners like Japan and India.293 Similarly, Nepal has 
turned to the World Bank multiple times for COVID relief. First, it accepted $104 million 
under the COVID-19 Emergency Response and Health Systems Preparedness Project.294 
Then, it borrowed $800 million for various infrastructure and urban renewal projects 
between April and November 2020 for post-pandemic economic recovery.295 While Nepal 
has accepted China’s help in the form of testing kits, medical equipment, and vaccines, 
it has not looked to it for financial assistance to cope with difficulties associated with the 
pandemic. According to one interviewee, borrowing from the World Bank made far more 
sense because of more favorable interest rates. Nepal has also had other options, including 
soft loans, concessional loans, and development grants from traditional agencies such as the 
World Bank and the ADB, and other bilateral partners such as the United Kingdom, the 
United States, or India.296 

Countries are learning from each other and changing how they exercise agency  
as a result. 

Perhaps the most important conclusion of this study is that none of the four countries is an 
island anymore when it comes to dealing with China. Workshop participants and interview-
ees in all of them made it clear that stakeholders are acutely aware of the perils of overde-
pendence on China and are eager to avoid that prospect. Many brought up the experience of 
other countries when discussing their own country’s engagement with Beijing. In particular, 
Sri Lanka’s initial struggles to make the MRIA and the Hambantota Port viable, and the 
subsequent investment by Chinese SOEs in Hambantota, were brought up often by actors 
from the other three countries. Clearly, Sri Lanka’s experience has become a significant 
reference point. 

Despite common misperceptions, the four countries do exercise agency and ultimately 
determine the terms of their relationships with China. They have rejected specific projects 
found to be untenable. In Bangladesh, the cancellation of the Sonadia deep-sea port in 
2020 after China changed the terms of funding from a soft loan to a commercial loan is a 
case in point.297 Instead, Bangladesh is proceeding with the construction of a deep-sea port 
at Matarbari, about twenty-five kilometers from Sonadia. According to the government, 
the new project is funded by a loan of $3.7 billion from Japan at an interest rate of 0.1 
percent over thirty years with an initial ten-year grace period.298 Earlier this year, the Prime 
Minister’s Office stepped in to slash the budget of two crucial rail line projects being built 
with Chinese loans after they were found to be too high. The embassy in Dhaka has said 
that China is pulling out of the project.299

Bangladesh is not alone in canceling projects. The Nepal Electricity Authority terminated a 
contract for the first section of the Upper Tamakoshi-Kathmandu transmission line after the 
contractor, Guangxi Transmission and Substation Construction, finished only 8 percent of 



50   |   China’s Influence in South Asia

the work within the stipulated time.300 Subsequently, in a meeting with China’s ambassador, 
the energy minister questioned the performance of Chinese companies in the country, 
asking for different and more efficient Chinese companies working elsewhere in the world to 
be given responsibility for projects instead.301

The four countries display assertiveness and determination in the other aspects of their en-
gagement with China as well. For instance, even as political engagement between the CCP 
and political parties in Sri Lanka is on the rise, some actors prefer to stay away, ideological 
affinity notwithstanding. The Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna, the country’s principal commu-
nist party, did not participate in a commemorative event in June 2021 to celebrate the CCP’s 
centenary. It has been opposed to the terms agreed by the Rajapaksa government for guiding 
the operation of the Colombo Port City, arguing that under the current terms, the port city 
will be “another province of China.”302

It is the governments of the four countries that have pulled China closer in many instances 
for what they see as clear benefits. Ties to China can provide domestic political advantage 
ahead of elections, put the opposition on its heels, and deliver public works and other 
benefits to constituents. Hambantota Port, built in Mahinda Rajapaksa’s constituency, 
started operations just in time for the former president’s sixty-fifth birthday.303 Similarly, 
a China-funded industrial park in former prime minister Oli’s constituency has been in 
the news in Nepal since protests broke out over money given as compensation for land.304 
Generally speaking, China has not imposed tough governance-related conditionality on 
projects, making them even more attractive to politicians who want to deliver quick wins. 
These projects lack best practices for rehabilitating displaced persons and the environment, 
and even more so, demands related to human rights or electoral practices.305 

China and its partners are still having teething trouble—for now.

China is a relatively new entrant in South Asia, and it is still in the process of familiarizing 
itself with the institutions and organizational cultures of the four countries. As a stakeholder 
notes, China does not know their “system, language, or culture” especially well.306 Likewise, 
these countries have only recently begun deepening their engagement with China and are 
still learning how it thinks and functions. This accounts for the gap in their understanding 
and communication of their respective needs and priorities. 

One case in point is the incident involving the Chinese ambassador to Bangladesh com-
menting negatively on the possibility of the country joining the Quad. The very next 
day, the ambassador and the Bangladeshi foreign minister were photographed at an event 
celebrating Beijing’s gift of 500,000 doses of Sinopharm COVID-19 vaccines.307 As in any 
engagement, there are bound to be missteps on both sides, but, considering the importance 
of the region to China and the importance of China to the developmental journey of the 
four countries, the two sides will learn to overlook these and work together. 
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India is still a more significant strategic player than China. 

India continues to be the state with the most influence on the choices, interests, and conduct 
of the four countries, even though the balance is gradually shifting toward China. India is 
more than just a hugely significant trading partner for most of these countries and one of 
their top sources of FDI.308 It also wields historical and social connections, and, above all, 
it is deeply entrenched in their domestic politics in ways that China simply is not. Various 
political actors have benefited from official and unofficial Indian support at various times. 
Moreover, the Indian military is the biggest in the region and is operationally active across 
it. This has been useful for some of these countries—for Maldives to prevent a coup in 1987, 
and for Bangladesh to establish itself as an independent nation in 1971. 

All of these factors taken together suggest limitations to how deeply entrenched China 
can become in the region. For example, India’s objections have prevented Beijing from 
developing close operational security relations with the four states. However, India’s close 
presence in their social, political, and economic life also leaves it open to heightened levels of 
criticism, including allegations of meddling. Recent examples include a turning of popular 
sentiment against India after its 2015 economic blockade of Nepal, or Mahinda Rajapaksa 
accusing India’s external intelligence agency of being responsible for his election defeat in 
2015.309 

Recommendations for the United States and Its Strategic Partners 

Consistency is the key to China’s regional engagement; it should be key to the United 
States’ as well.310 

Steady engagement from the United States and its strategic partners is still very much 
desired by all four of the states surveyed. This includes Sri Lanka, whose local elites are the 
most predisposed toward engagement with China. As a key adviser to Mahinda Rajapaksa 
said at the time of the elections in 2019: “The thinking was, if we upset China, the West 
would come to us with endless bags of gold. . .  But the bags of gold never materialized.”311 
The solution to this problem is to meet the China challenge by assuring a consistent U.S. 
presence and long-term policy for the region. In the experience of these states, Western 
engagement has been piecemeal and fleeting, often dependent on the personalities working 
on the region in Washington and in the U.S. embassies. Stakeholders looked hopefully to 
the Biden administration and expressed a desire for arrangements like the Quad to yield 
greater engagement with South Asia. The decision at the first Quad summit to focus on 
vaccines, emerging technologies, and climate—three areas where China has made a big play 
to support South Asia—is useful in this regard.312 

Stakeholders also argued that the United States could compete with China through nongov-
ernmental means. In some instances, nonofficial channels were actually preferred, as these 
could enhance the U.S. role in the region while sparing local governments from having to 
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appear to be choosing Washington’s side “against” Beijing. Some called for Americans, on 
a private basis, to launch more workshops to discuss China’s role in the region. These could 
also help with cross-national learning: in this project, for instance, workshop participants 
frequently asked questions of each other and shared experiences. 

Chinese projects focus on what the four states are perceived to need; so should U.S. 
engagement. 

One of the critical factors enabling China to escalate its engagement with so many South 
Asian countries at once is its willingness to make frequent offers and proposals but then also 
listen carefully to what its partners want. Connectivity and infrastructure projects are at the 
top of the wish list for all South Asian states and have become a key area of cooperation. To 
increase their profile in the region in the face of Chinese projects finance and investments, 
the United States and its partners must pay attention to what the countries are asking for. 
The Build Back Better World initiative, instigated by the United States and announced at 
the June 2021 meeting of G7 leaders, is a productive step in this direction.313 In conjunction 
with the Blue Dot Network, it has the potential to offer the kind of engagement these states 
have told China that they need.314 However in doing so, the United States must engage 
consistently across the spectrum of political parties and stakeholders. Workshop participants 
from Sri Lanka and Nepal, for example, attributed the failure of the U.S. MCC’s compact 
in the first case and the lack of political traction in the second to the absence of such a 
multi-stakeholder U.S. approach.315 

The United States can also enhance its influence by helping the countries to improve their 
capacity vis-à-vis China. For instance, the United States can help provide technical assis-
tance for managing debt. This does not have to mean formal debt relief, as envisaged in 
multilateral programs like the Multilateral Debt Relief Initiative. Instead, the United States 
can offer to assist the countries both before and after they agree to take Chinese loans. 

In practice, this will mean helping states like Sri Lanka and Maldives not only to manage 
and restructure their overall foreign debt but also to become stronger negotiators by assisting 
them in developing terms and conditions that will strengthen their bargaining power in 
negotiations with Chinese actors. Stakeholders often mentioned how their bureaucracies can 
be inexperienced or lack the capacity to handle complex financial instruments, so China 
has wielded influence by offering to help them to handle the backend in a deal.316 However, 
this has resulted in private loans with sovereign guarantees, or sometimes agreements where 
conditions are unfavorable for the borrowing country. The United States can offer to train 
and build capacity that will prevent such outcomes in the future. 

Finally, South Asian countries are on their way to attaining middle-income status. Sri Lanka 
has already transitioned to being a lower middle-income country and Bangladesh is pro-
jected to reach it by the end of 2021, years ahead of its 2026 target.317 This will make them 
ineligible to receive much concessional assistance, likely drawing them even closer to China 
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for loans. Bangladesh and China have started discussions on a free trade agreement, and the 
commerce minister of Bangladesh has claimed that such a deal “will help Bangladesh face 
the challenges of LDC graduation.”318 The United States could use its influence in Western 
multilateral organizations to ease the transition and help these states develop alternative 
avenues for development assistance. 

De-hyphenate U.S. engagement in the region from the Chinese question. 

During the George W. Bush administration, the United States said that it was de-hyphenat-
ing its relationships with India and Pakistan. It is time to take a page from this playbook and 
de-hyphenate U.S. engagement with South Asia from the question of China. Stakeholders 
argued that a significant section of decisionmakers in their countries disliked what they 
perceive to be demands that make U.S. assistance conditional upon the countries reducing 
their exposure to China. That is unlikely to happen for several reasons. 

As small countries, it is unlikely that Bangladesh, Maldives, Nepal, or Sri Lanka can afford 
to explicitly choose among relationships with bigger powers. Additionally, it is rarely an 
optimal strategy for a small country to go “all in” with just one major power, leaving them-
selves inside a bloc and reducing their options and opportunities.319 Not surprisingly, some 
of these states have played India and China off each other to extract the best deals to finance 
their development needs. That same tactic will likely occur if the United States enters the 
fray “against China.” Geopolitics can also lead the countries to make complex adjustments 
in their strategic calculus.320 Communicating a positive agenda, not just a negative one, will 
win greater favor among governments, businesses, and the public.

Acknowledge domestic drivers and build capacity to reduce space for China. 

China’s ostensible policy of noninterference is one of its calling cards in South Asia. “China 
has never sought to influence the domestic politics of Sri Lanka,” claims one highly regarded 
former foreign minister of Sri Lanka.321 For countries that must deal with domestic fissures 
along multiple social, ethnic, and religious lines, that putative Chinese approach of noninter-
ference is comfortable. As the United States aims to partner with these countries, it is faced 
with two equally bad options—to ask tough questions about internal governance and risk 
“losing” opportunities to China or to avoid these questions and allow governance challenges 
to deepen. Traditional multilateral organizations such as the ADB and the World Bank, 
whose funding is contingent on governance conditions, face the same issue. 

One effective way to deal with this problem may lie in strengthening civil society and 
building capacity in these countries as a U.S. priority. China does not do nearly as much 
of this as the United States, preferring instead to focus on hard infrastructure. But all four 
states in this study have media outlets and civil society organizations that have been focusing 
on questions of good governance—from their regimes’ human-rights records to opacity in 
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Chinese contracting practices. These groups are more effective in Sri Lanka and Nepal than 
in Bangladesh or Maldives. The United States can identify and equip them with grants and 
training to enable them and their audiences to ask tough questions and ask for transparency. 
Over time, capacity building could lead more stakeholders in these countries to see the dan-
gers of opaque deals and ignoring environmental and other concerns. They would demand 
that their government partner only with those committed to international best practices 
in sustainability and accountability, which will raise the pressure on China and create new 
opportunities for the United States and its partners. 

Finally, China leans heavily on project finance and direct investment because it is a relative 
newcomer to giving development assistance.322 Most Chinese projects in the four countries 
are undertaken by arms of various Chinese SOEs, which have been set up to concentrate 
exclusively on particular regions, not by the China International Development Cooperation 
Agency or its proxies. When Chinese companies give grants that have the flavor of develop-
ment assistance, the miscommunication, delays, and failure to meet agreed terms can often 
be attributed to their unfamiliarity with this role. Through enhanced capacity building, the 
United States and its partners can ensure that stakeholders in these countries increasingly 
ask questions of Chinese actors when they fail to live up to their promises. 
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Date Location
Chinese  
Leader(s) Title

Nepali  
Leader(s) Title Topic Link

April 18,  
2013

Beijing Xi Jinping General Secretary of CCP/
President

Pushpa Kamal 
Dahal

President of Communist 
Party of Nepal (Maoist)

Bilateral/interparty 
relations

https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/web/gjhdq_676201/
gj_676203/yz_676205/1206_676812/
xgxw_676818/t1032734.shtml

June 24,  
2013

Kathmandu Yang Jiechi State Councillor Madhav Prasad 
Ghimire

Minister for Home and 
Foreign Affairs

Bilateral cooperation https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/web/gjhdq_676201/
gj_676203/yz_676205/1206_676812/
xgxw_676818/t1052919.shtml

June 24,  
2013

Kathmandu Yang Jiechi State Councillor Parmanand Jha First Vice President of Nepal Bilateral cooperation/
territorial integrity 
(Tibet)

https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/web/gjhdq_676201/
gj_676203/yz_676205/1206_676812/
xgxw_676818/t1053186.shtml

September 27, 
2014

New York City Wang Yi Minister of Foreign Affairs Mahendra 
Bahadur Pandey

Minister of Foreign Affairs Bilateral cooperation/
territorial integrity

https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/web/gjhdq_676201/
gj_676203/yz_676205/1206_676812/
xgxw_676818/t1195883.shtml

December 27,  
2014

Kathmandu Wang Yi Minister of Foreign Affairs Ram Baran Yadav President Bilateral cooperation https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/web/gjhdq_676201/
gj_676203/yz_676205/1206_676812/
xgxw_676818/t1223230.shtml

December 27,  
2014

Kathmandu Wang Yi Minister of Foreign Affairs Sushil Koirala Prime Minister Bilateral cooperation/
BRI

https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/web/gjhdq_676201/
gj_676203/yz_676205/1206_676812/
xgxw_676818/t1223231.shtml

March 19, 
2015

Beijing Wang Yi Minister of Foreign Affairs Mahendra 
Bahadur Pandey

Minister of Foreign Affairs Bilateral cooperation/
territorial integrity/BRI

https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/web/gjhdq_676201/
gj_676203/yz_676205/1206_676812/
xgxw_676818/t1246760.shtml

March 29,  
2015

China Hainan 
Bo’ao

Xi Jinping General Secretary of CCP/
President

Ram Baran Yadav President Bilateral cooperation/
territorial integrity/BRI

https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/web/gjhdq_676201/
gj_676203/yz_676205/1206_676812/
xgxw_676818/t1249740.shtml

June 24,  
2015

Kathmandu Wang Yi Minister of Foreign Affairs Sushil Koirala President/Prime Minister Disaster management 
(4.25 Earthquake)

https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/web/gjhdq_676201/
gj_676203/yz_676205/1206_676812/
xgxw_676818/t1275716.shtml

December 24, 
2015

Beijing Li Yuanchao Vice President Kamal Thapa Foreign Minister/Vice Prime 
Minister

Bilateral cooperation https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/web/gjhdq_676201/
gj_676203/yz_676205/1206_676812/
xgxw_676818/t1327833.shtml
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Date Location
Chinese  
Leader(s) Title

Nepali  
Leader(s) Title Topic Link

December 25, 
2015

Beijing Wang Yi Minister of Foreign Affairs Kamal Thapa Foreign Minister/Vice Prime 
Minister

Bilateral cooperation https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/web/gjhdq_676201/
gj_676203/yz_676205/1206_676812/
xgxw_676818/t1328023.shtml

March 21,  
2016

Beijing Xi Jinping General Secretary of CCP/
President

K.P. Sharma Oli Prime Minister Bilateral cooperation/
BRI

https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/web/gjhdq_676201/
gj_676203/yz_676205/1206_676812/
xgxw_676818/t1349371.shtml

March 23,  
2016

Beijing Yu Zhengsheng Member of Politburo 
Standing Committee/
Chairman of Chinese People’s 
Political Consultative 
Conference

K.P. Sharma Oli Prime Minister Bilateral cooperation https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/web/gjhdq_676201/
gj_676203/yz_676205/1206_676812/
xgxw_676818/t1350024.shtml

October 15,  
2016

India Goa Xi Jinping General Secretary of CCP/
President

Pushpa Kamal 
Dahal

Prime Minister Bilateral cooperation/
BRI

https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/web/gjhdq_676201/
gj_676203/yz_676205/1206_676812/
xgxw_676818/t1406026.shtml

March 27, 
2017

Beijing Xi Jinping General Secretary of CCP/
President

Pushpa Kamal 
Dahal

Prime Minister Bilateral cooperation/
territorial integrity/BRI

https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/web/gjhdq_676201/
gj_676203/yz_676205/1206_676812/
xgxw_676818/t1449057.shtml

May 14,  
2017

Beijing Wang Yang Vice Premier Krishna Bahadur 
Mahara

Financial Minister/Vice 
Prime Minister

BRI https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/web/gjhdq_676201/
gj_676203/yz_676205/1206_676812/
xgxw_676818/t1461451.shtml

August 15, 
2017

Kathmandu Wang Yang Vice Premier Bijay Kumar 
Gachhadar

Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Federal Affairs 
and Local Development

BRI https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/web/gjhdq_676201/
gj_676203/yz_676205/1206_676812/
xgxw_676818/t1484954.shtml

August 16, 
2017

Kathmandu Wang Yang Vice Premier Bidhya Devi 
Bhandari/Sher 
Bahadur Deuba

President/Prime Minister Bilateral cooperation/
territorial integrity/BRI

https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/web/gjhdq_676201/
gj_676203/yz_676205/1206_676812/
xgxw_676818/t1485258.shtml

September 7, 
2017

Beijing Yang Jiechi State Councillor Krishna Bahadur 
Mahara

Foreign Minister/Vice Prime 
Minister

BRI https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/web/gjhdq_676201/
gj_676203/yz_676205/1206_676812/
xgxw_676818/t1490962.shtml

April 19,  
2018

Beijing Wang Qishan Vice President Pradeep Kumar 
Gyawali

Foreign Minister Political transition in 
Nepal

https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/web/gjhdq_676201/
gj_676203/yz_676205/1206_676812/
xgxw_676818/t1552348.shtml

June 20,  
2018

Beijing Xi Jinping General Secretary of CCP/
President

K.P. Sharma Oli Prime Minister Bilateral relations https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/web/gjhdq_676201/
gj_676203/yz_676205/1206_676812/
xgxw_676818/t1570241.shtml
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Date Location
Chinese  
Leader(s) Title

Nepali  
Leader(s) Title Topic Link

June 21,  
2018

Beijing Li Keqiang Premier K.P. Sharma Oli Prime Minister Bilateral cooperation https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/web/gjhdq_676201/
gj_676203/yz_676205/1206_676812/
xgxw_676818/t1570706.shtml

April 29,  
2019

Beijing Xi Jinping General Secretary of CCP/
President

Bidhya Devi 
Bhandari

President Bilteral relations/BRI https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/web/gjhdq_676201/
gj_676203/yz_676205/1206_676812/
xgxw_676818/t1659514.shtml

July 3,  
2019

Beijing Wang Yi State Councillor/Minister of 
Foreign Affairs

Pradeep Kumar 
Gyawali

Foreign Minister Bilteral relations/BRI https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/web/gjhdq_676201/
gj_676203/yz_676205/1206_676812/
xgxw_676818/t1678163.shtml

September 9, 
2019

Kathmandu Wang Yi State Councillor/Minister of 
Foreign Affairs

K.P. Sharma Oli Prime Minister Bilteral relations/BRI https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/web/gjhdq_676201/
gj_676203/yz_676205/1206_676812/
xgxw_676818/t1696119.shtml

September 9, 
2019

Kathmandu Wang Yi State Councillor/Minister of 
Foreign Affairs

Pradeep Kumar 
Gyawali

Foreign Minister Bilateral cooperation/
territorial integrity/BRI

https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/web/gjhdq_676201/
gj_676203/yz_676205/1206_676812/
xgxw_676818/t1696121.shtml

September 9, 
2019

Kathmandu Wang Yi State Councillor/Minister of 
Foreign Affairs

Bidhya Devi 
Bhandari

President Bilteral relations/BRI https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/web/gjhdq_676201/
gj_676203/yz_676205/1206_676812/
xgxw_676818/t1696274.shtml

September 10, 
2019

Kathmandu Wang Yi State Councillor/Minister of 
Foreign Affairs

Pushpa Kamal 
Dahal

President of Communist 
Party of Nepal

Bilateral cooperation/
territorial integrity (Hong 
Kong)/BRI/Against 
Indo-Pacific Strategy

https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/web/gjhdq_676201/
gj_676203/yz_676205/1206_676812/
xgxw_676818/t1696292.shtml

September 10, 
2019

Kathmandu Wang Yi State Councillor/Minister of 
Foreign Affairs

Sher Bahadur 
Deuba

President of Nepali 
Congress

Bilateral cooperation/
territorial integrity/BRI

https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/web/gjhdq_676201/
gj_676203/yz_676205/1206_676812/
xgxw_676818/t1696302.shtml

October 13,  
2019

Kathmandu Xi Jinping General Secretary of CCP/
President

Bidhya Devi 
Bhandari

President Bilateral relations https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/web/gjhdq_676201/
gj_676203/yz_676205/1206_676812/
xgxw_676818/t1707479.shtml

October 13,  
2019

Kathmandu Xi Jinping General Secretary of CCP/
President

Pushpa Kamal 
Dahal

President of Communist 
Party of Nepal

Bilateral/interparty 
relations

https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/web/gjhdq_676201/
gj_676203/yz_676205/1206_676812/
xgxw_676818/t1707493.shtml

October 13,  
2019

Kathmandu Xi Jinping General Secretary of CCP/
President

K.P. Sharma Oli Prime Minister Bilateral cooperation/
territorial integrity/BRI

https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/web/gjhdq_676201/
gj_676203/yz_676205/1206_676812/
xgxw_676818/t1707494.shtml
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SRI LANKA
Date Location Chinese Leader(s) Title Sri Lanka Leader(s) Title Topic Link

May 28,  
2013

Beijing Xi Jinping General Secretary of CCP/
President

Mahinda Rajapaksa President Bilateral relations/
cooperation

https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/web/gjhdq_676201/gj_676203/
yz_676205/1206_676884/xgxw_676890/t1044834.shtml

May 29, 
2013

Beijing Li Keqiang Premier Mahinda Rajapaksa President Bilateral cooperation https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/web/gjhdq_676201/gj_676203/
yz_676205/1206_676884/xgxw_676890/t1045165.shtml

May 30,  
2013

Xi’an Li Yuanchao Vice President Mahinda Rajapaksa President Bilateral cooperation https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/web/gjhdq_676201/gj_676203/
yz_676205/1206_676884/xgxw_676890/t1045649.shtml

September 10, 
2013

Colombo Liu Yunshan Member of Politburo 
Standning Committee/
Secretary of CCP Secretariat

Mahinda Rajapaksa/D. M. 
Jayaratne

President/Prime 
Minister

Bilateral cooperation https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/web/gjhdq_676201/gj_676203/
yz_676205/1206_676884/xgxw_676890/t1075118.shtml

February 11, 
2014

Beijing Wang Yi Foreign Minister G. L. Peiris Special Envoy of  
President/Foreign 
Minister

Bilateral cooperation/BRI https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/web/gjhdq_676201/gj_676203/
yz_676205/1206_676884/xgxw_676890/t1127400.shtml

February 11, 
2014

Beijing Li Yuanchao Vice President G. L. Peiris Special Envoy of  
President/Foreign 
Minister

Bilateral cooperation https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/web/gjhdq_676201/gj_676203/
yz_676205/1206_676884/xgxw_676890/t1127474.shtml

April 25,  
2014

Colombo Liu Zhenmin Vice Foreign Minister Mahinda Rajapaksa President Bilateral cooperation/BRI https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/web/gjhdq_676201/gj_676203/
yz_676205/1206_676884/xgxw_676890/t1150299.shtml

May 22,  
2014

Shanghai Xi Jinping General Secretary of CCP/
President

Mahinda Rajapaksa President Bilateral cooperation/
BRI/FTA

https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/web/gjhdq_676201/gj_676203/
yz_676205/1206_676884/xgxw_676890/t1158517.shtml

August 11,  
2014

Naypyidaw Wang Yi Foreign Minister G.L. Peiris Foreign Minister Bilateral cooperation/BRI https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/web/gjhdq_676201/gj_676203/
yz_676205/1206_676884/xgxw_676890/t1181581.shtml

September 16, 
2014

Colombo Xi Jinping General Secretary of CCP/
President

Mahinda Rajapaksa President Bilateral cooperation/BRI https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/web/gjhdq_676201/gj_676203/
yz_676205/1206_676884/xgxw_676890/t1191912.shtml

September 17, 
2014

Colombo Xi Jinping General Secretary of CCP/
President

D.M. Jayaratne Prime Minister Bilateral cooperation/BRI https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/web/gjhdq_676201/gj_676203/
yz_676205/1206_676884/xgxw_676890/t1192020.shtml

September 17, 
2014

Colombo Xi Jinping General Secretary of CCP/
President

Chamal Rajapaksa Speaker of the 
Parliament

Bilateral cooperation/BRI https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/web/gjhdq_676201/gj_676203/
yz_676205/1206_676884/xgxw_676890/t1192024.shtml

February 27,  
2015

Beijing Wang Yi Foreign Minister Mangala Samaraweera Foreign Minister Bilateral cooperation/BRI https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/web/gjhdq_676201/gj_676203/
yz_676205/1206_676884/xgxw_676890/t1241279.shtml

February 27,  
2015

Beijing Li Keqiang Premier Mangala Samaraweera Foreign Minister Bilateral cooperation/BRI https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/web/gjhdq_676201/gj_676203/
yz_676205/1206_676884/xgxw_676890/t1241314.shtml

March 26,  
2015

Beijing Xi Jinping General Secretary of CCP/
President

Maithripala Sirisena President Bilateral cooperation/BRI https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/web/gjhdq_676201/gj_676203/
yz_676205/1206_676884/xgxw_676890/t1248862.shtml

March 26,  
2015

Beijing Zhang Dejiang Member of Politburo 
Standning Committee/
Chairman of the Standing 
Committee of the National 
People’s Congress

Maithripala Sirisena President Bilateral cooperation/BRI https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/web/gjhdq_676201/gj_676203/
yz_676205/1206_676884/xgxw_676890/t1248910.shtml
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March 26,  
2015

Beijing Li Keqiang Premier Maithripala Sirisena President Bilateral cooperation https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/web/gjhdq_676201/gj_676203/
yz_676205/1206_676884/xgxw_676890/t1249053.shtml

October 9,  
2015

Colombo Liu Zhenmin Vice Foreign Minister Maithripala Sirisena President Bilateral cooperation/BRI https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/web/gjhdq_676201/gj_676203/
yz_676205/1206_676884/xgxw_676890/t1304434.shtml

October 9,  
2015

Colombo Liu Zhenmin Vice Foreign Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe Prime Minister Bilateral cooperation/BRI https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/web/gjhdq_676201/gj_676203/
yz_676205/1206_676884/xgxw_676890/t1304610.shtml

February 6,  
2016

Colombo Wang Yi Foreign Minister Mangala Samaraweera Foreign Minister Bilateral cooperation/BRI https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/web/gjhdq_676201/gj_676203/
yz_676205/1206_676884/xgxw_676890/t1339229.shtml

April 7,  
2016

Beijing Li Keqiang Premier Ranil Wickremesinghe Prime Minister Colombo Port City/
Hambantota Port/FTA

https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/web/gjhdq_676201/gj_676203/
yz_676205/1206_676884/xgxw_676890/t1353922.shtml

April 8,  
2016

Beijing Xi Jinping General Secretary of CCP/
President

Ranil Wickremesinghe Prime Minister Bilateral cooperation/BRI https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/web/gjhdq_676201/gj_676203/
yz_676205/1206_676884/xgxw_676890/t1354203.shtml

July 9,  
2016

Colombo Wang Yi Foreign Minister Maithripala Sirisena President Bilateral cooperation/BRI https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/web/gjhdq_676201/gj_676203/
yz_676205/1206_676884/xgxw_676890/t1378888.shtml

July 9,  
2016

Colombo Wang Yi Foreign Minister Mangala Samaraweera Foreign Minister Bilateral cooperation/BRI https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/web/gjhdq_676201/gj_676203/
yz_676205/1206_676884/xgxw_676890/t1378889.shtml

October 17,  
2016

India Goa Xi Jinping General Secretary of CCP/
President

Maithripala Sirisena President Colombo Port City/
Hambantota Port/other 
cooperation

https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/web/gjhdq_676201/gj_676203/
yz_676205/1206_676884/xgxw_676890/t1406087.shtml

April 8,  
2017

Colombo Yu Zhengsheng Member of Politburo 
Standing Committee/
Chairman of Chinese 
People’s Political 
Consultative Conference

Maithripala Sirisena/Ranil 
Wickremesinghe/Karu 
Jayasuriya

President/Prime 
Minister/Speaker of the 
Parliament

Colombo Port City/
Hambantota Port/other 
cooperation

https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/web/gjhdq_676201/gj_676203/
yz_676205/1206_676884/xgxw_676890/t1452374.shtml

May 16,  
2017

Beijing Xi Jinping General Secretary of CCP/
President

Ranil Wickremesinghe Prime Minister BRI https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/web/gjhdq_676201/gj_676203/
yz_676205/1206_676884/xgxw_676890/t1462244.shtml

May 16,  
2017

Beijing Li Keqiang Premier Ranil Wickremesinghe Prime Minister Colombo Port City/
Hambantota Port/other 
cooperation

https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/web/gjhdq_676201/gj_676203/
yz_676205/1206_676884/xgxw_676890/t1462277.shtml

October 30,  
2017

Beijing Wang Yi Foreign Minister Tilak Marapana Foreign Minister Bilateral cooperation/BRI https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/web/gjhdq_676201/gj_676203/
yz_676205/1206_676884/xgxw_676890/t1505780.shtml

May 14,  
2019

Beijing Xi Jinping General Secretary of CCP/
President

Maithripala Sirisena President Anti-terrorism (Easter 
Bombings)/bilateral 
cooperation/BRI

https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/web/gjhdq_676201/gj_676203/
yz_676205/1206_676884/xgxw_676890/t1663315.shtml

May 14,  
2019

Beijing Li Keqiang Premier Maithripala Sirisena President Anti-terrorism (Easter 
Bombings)/bilateral 
cooperation/BRI

https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/web/gjhdq_676201/gj_676203/
yz_676205/1206_676884/xgxw_676890/t1663745.shtml
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Date Location Chinese Leader(s) Title Sri Lanka Leader(s) Title Topic Link

January 14,  
2020

Colombo Wang Yi Foreign Minister Dinesh Gunawardena Foreign Minister Colombo Port City/
Hambantota Port/other 
cooperation

https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/web/gjhdq_676201/gj_676203/
yz_676205/1206_676884/xgxw_676890/t1732123.shtml

January 14,  
2020

Colombo Wang Yi Foreign Minister Gotabaya Rajapaksa/
Mahinda Rajapaksa

President/Prime 
Minister

Colombo Port City/
Hambantota Port/other 
cooperation

https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/web/gjhdq_676201/gj_676203/
yz_676205/1206_676884/xgxw_676890/t1732071.shtml

SRI LANKA (continued)
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Date Location
Chinese 
Leader(s) Title

Bangladesh 
Leader(s) Title Topic Link

September 21, 
2013

Kunming Li Yuanchao Vice President Shirin Sharmin Chaudhury Speaker of the Parliament Bilateral cooperation https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/web/gjhdq_676201/gj_676203/
yz_676205/1206_676764/xgxw_676770/t1079222.shtml

October 21,  
2013

Beijing Li Yuanchao Vice President Dipu Moni Foreign Minister Bilateral cooperation https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/web/gjhdq_676201/gj_676203/
yz_676205/1206_676764/xgxw_676770/t1091627.shtml

May 22,  
2014

Shanghai Wang Yi Foreign Minister Abul Hassan Mahmud Ali Foreign Minister Bilateral cooperation https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/web/gjhdq_676201/gj_676203/
yz_676205/1206_676764/xgxw_676770/t1158329.shtml

June 9,  
2014

Beijing Li Keqiang Premier Sheikh Hasina Prime Minister Cooperation in economy, agricul-
ture, BCIM Economic Corridor

https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/web/gjhdq_676201/gj_676203/
yz_676205/1206_676764/xgxw_676770/t1163619.shtml

June 10,  
2014

Beijing Xi Jinping General Secretary of CCP/
President

Sheikh Hasina Prime Minister BRI/BCIM https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/web/gjhdq_676201/gj_676203/
yz_676205/1206_676764/xgxw_676770/t1164145.shtml

November 8,  
2014

Beijing Xi Jinping General Secretary of CCP/
President

Abdul Hamid President BRI/BCIM/Welcome Bangladesh 
to AIIB

https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/web/gjhdq_676201/gj_676203/
yz_676205/1206_676764/xgxw_676770/t1208628.shtml

November 8,  
2014

Beijing Li Yuanchao Vice President Abdul Hamid President Bilateral cooperation/BCIM https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/web/gjhdq_676201/gj_676203/
yz_676205/1206_676764/xgxw_676770/t1208632.shtml

December 29, 
2014

Dhaka Wang Yi Foreign Minister Abul Hassan Mahmud Ali Foreign Minister BCIM/BRI/cooperation in culture 
exhange and climate change

https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/web/gjhdq_676201/gj_676203/
yz_676205/1206_676764/xgxw_676770/t1223544.shtml

December 29, 
2014

Dhaka Wang Yi Foreign Minister Sheikh Hasina Prime Minister BRI/BCIM/other cooperation https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/web/gjhdq_676201/gj_676203/
yz_676205/1206_676764/xgxw_676770/t1223547.shtml

May 25, 2015 Dhaka Liu Yandong Vice Premier Sheikh Hasina Prime Minister BRI/BCIM/other cooperation https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/web/gjhdq_676201/gj_676203/
yz_676205/1206_676764/xgxw_676770/t1266463.shtml
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Date Location
Chinese 
Leader(s) Title

Bangladesh 
Leader(s) Title Topic Link

September 27, 
2015

New York City Xi Jinping General Secretary of CCP/
President

Sheikh Hasina Prime Minister BCIM/BRI/cooperation in culture 
exhange and climate change

https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/web/gjhdq_676201/gj_676203/
yz_676205/1206_676764/xgxw_676770/t1300897.shtml

October 14, 
2016

Dhaka Xi Jinping General Secretary of CCP/
President

Sheikh Hasina Prime Minister BRI/BCIM/other cooperation https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/web/gjhdq_676201/gj_676203/
yz_676205/1206_676764/xgxw_676770/t1405808.shtml

October 15, 
2016

Dhaka Xi Jinping General Secretary of CCP/
President

Abdul Hamid President BRI/BCIM/other cooperation https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/web/gjhdq_676201/gj_676203/
yz_676205/1206_676764/xgxw_676770/t1405951.shtml

November 18, 
2017

Dhaka Wang Yi Foreign Minister Abul Hassan Mahmud Ali Foreign Minister BRI/BCIM/Rohingya crisis https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/web/gjhdq_676201/gj_676203/
yz_676205/1206_676764/xgxw_676770/t1511955.shtml

November 18, 
2017

Dhaka Wang Yi Foreign Minister Sheikh Hasina Prime Minister BRI/BCIM/Rohingya crisis https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/web/gjhdq_676201/gj_676203/
yz_676205/1206_676764/xgxw_676770/t1511956.shtml

June 29,  
2018

Beijing Wang Yi Foreign Minister Abul Hassan Mahmud Ali Foreign Minister BRI/Rohingya crisis https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/web/gjhdq_676201/gj_676203/
yz_676205/1206_676764/xgxw_676770/t1572805.shtml

June 29,  
2018

Beijing Wang Qishan Vice President Abul Hassan Mahmud Ali Foreign Minister BRI https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/web/gjhdq_676201/gj_676203/
yz_676205/1206_676764/xgxw_676770/t1572893.shtml

July 4,  
2019

Beijing Li Keqiang Premier Sheikh Hasina Prime Minister BRI https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/web/gjhdq_676201/gj_676203/
yz_676205/1206_676764/xgxw_676770/t1678461.shtml

July 5,  
2019

Beijing Xi Jinping General Secretary of CCP/
President

Sheikh Hasina Prime Minister BRI/BCIM https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/web/gjhdq_676201/gj_676203/
yz_676205/1206_676764/xgxw_676770/t1678864.shtml

July 5,  
2019

Beijing Wang Yi Foreign Minister AK Abdul Momen Foreign Minister Rohingya crisis https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/web/gjhdq_676201/gj_676203/
yz_676205/1206_676764/xgxw_676770/t1678951.shtml
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Date Location
Chinese 
Leader(s) Title Maldives Leader(s) Title Topic Link

January 7,  
2014

Malé Liu Zhenmin Vice Foreign Minister Abdulla Yameen President Bilateral cooperation https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/web/gjhdq_676201/gj_676203/
yz_676205/1206_676692/xgxw_676698/t1115098.shtml

August 16,  
2014

Nanjing Xi Jinping General Secretary of CCP/
President

Abdulla Yameen President BRI/climate change/other 
cooperation

https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/web/gjhdq_676201/gj_676203/
yz_676205/1206_676692/xgxw_676698/t1183284.shtml

September 15, 
2014

Malé Xi Jinping General Secretary of CCP/
President

Abdulla Yameen President BRI/climate change/other 
cooperation

https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/web/gjhdq_676201/gj_676203/
yz_676205/1206_676692/xgxw_676698/t1191245.shtml

September 15, 
2014

Malé Xi Jinping General Secretary of CCP/
President

Abdulla Maseeh Mohamed Speaker of the Parliament BRI https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/web/gjhdq_676201/gj_676203/
yz_676205/1206_676692/xgxw_676698/t1191425.shtml

June 12,  
2015

Kunming Li Yuanchao Vice President Abdulla Yameen President Bilateral cooperation https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/web/gjhdq_676201/gj_676203/
yz_676205/1206_676692/xgxw_676698/t1272605.shtml

September 17, 
2015

Liu Zhenmin Vice Foreign Minister Mohamed Saeed Minister of Economic 
Development

Maldives Investment Forum https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/web/gjhdq_676201/gj_676203/
yz_676205/1206_676692/xgxw_676698/t1297332.shtml

January 6,  
2017

Beijing Wang Yi Foreign Minister Mohamed Asim Foreign Minister BRI https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/web/gjhdq_676201/gj_676203/
yz_676205/1206_676692/xgxw_676698/t1428606.shtml

December 7,  
2017

Beijing Li Keqiang Premier Abdulla Yameen President Bilateral cooperation https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/web/gjhdq_676201/gj_676203/
yz_676205/1206_676692/xgxw_676698/t1517503.shtml

December 7,  
2017

Beijing Xi Jinping General Secretary of CCP/
President

Abdulla Yameen President BRI/other cooperation https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/web/gjhdq_676201/gj_676203/
yz_676205/1206_676692/xgxw_676698/t1517504.shtml

February 9,  
2018

Beijing Wang Yi Foreign Minister Mohamed Saeed Minister of Economic 
Development

Political situation in Maldives https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/web/gjhdq_676201/gj_676203/
yz_676205/1206_676692/xgxw_676698/t1533331.shtml

September 19, 
2019

Beijing Wang Qishan Vice President Abdulla Shahid Foreign Minister BRI https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/web/gjhdq_676201/gj_676203/
yz_676205/1206_676692/xgxw_676698/t1700007.shtml
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Appendix 2 
Chinese Assistance in Focus Countries, 2013–2019

Date
Target 
Country

China-Based 
Donor

Contents of 
Donation/
Assistance Donor Type

Connections to 
Target Country Recipient Recipient Type Link Note

January 13, 2013 Nepal Nepal Chinese Temple Daily supplies Religious group Local students in need 
at Butwal

Local citizens http://www.fjnet.com/cssy/cssynr/201301/
t20130120_203933.htm

January 24, 2013 Sri Lanka Red Cross China Money ($50,000) Quasi-NGO Red Cross Sri Lanka Quasi-NGO http://news.12371.cn/2013/01/24/
ARTI1359022771698829.shtml

March 29, 2014 Nepal Arniko Society, Shenzhen 
Qingchaohui, Nepal 
Chinese Temple

Free clinic Religious group; NGO Local citizens in rural 
areas

Local citizens http://np.chineseembassy.org/chn/xwdt/
t1141920.htm

Arniko Society 
is composed of 
Nepali students 
who studied in 
China

June 24, 2014 Sri Lanka China Railway 
Engineering Corp

Medical and daily 
supplies

State-owned 
enterprise

BRI Sri Lanka National 
Cancer Hospital

Hospital https://pdf.dfcfw.com/pdf/H2_
AN201509170010823398_1.pdf

July 8, 2014 Nepal Buddhist Association 
of China/Nepal Chinese 
Temple

School facilities Religious group Lumbini Charity Primary 
School

Local citizens https://fo.ifeng.com/news/
detail_2014_07/14/37325135_0.shtml

September 2014 Sri Lanka China Merchants Group Free cataract surgery 
campaign

State-owned 
enterprise

BRI Local citizens https://www.cmhk.com/main/a/2015/k13/
a14960_15015.shtml?2

November 1,  
2014

Sri Lanka Ceylon Chinese Paper; 
not-specified Chinese 
private companies

Disaster relief fund State-owned 
enterprise; private 
sector

BRI Sri Lanka Parliament Central government http://news.sina.com.cn/m/news/roll/2014-11-
03/142131087122.shtml

November 23, 
2014

Nepal/Thailand China International 
Culture Communication 
Center with Chinese  
companies 
(not-specified)

Scholarship/fund for 
school construction

Quasi-NGO/private 
sector

College Students 100 per 
country/Nepal Lumbini 
University

Local citizens/
academia

http://world.people.com.cn/n/2014/1124/c1002-
26083850.html

December 4, 
2014

Maldives China Mechanical 
Engineering Corp

Potable water State-owned 
enterprise

BRI https://pdf.dfcfw.com/pdf/H2_
AN201509170010823398_1.pdf

April 7, 2015 Nepal Chinese Buddhist 
Delegation

School/daily supplies; 
scholarship; school 
building

Religious group http://www.xinhuanet.com/world/2015-
04/07/c_1114880420.htm

December 11, 2015 Nepal Ceraflo China Daily supplies Private sector Local citizens http://www.ceraflo.cn/page118?article_id=11

2015 Nepal Hainan Airline Disaster relief fund; 
dispatch rescue team

Private sector https://travel.163.com/15/0430/10/
AOEMDB4H00064M2L.html

http://csr.
hnagroup.com/
hna-common-
weal/news-de-
tail.jsp?id=59
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Target 
Country

China-Based 
Donor

Contents of 
Donation/
Assistance Donor Type

Connections to 
Target Country Recipient Recipient Type Link Note

2015 Nepal China Foundation for 
Poverty Alleviation

Disaster relief; school 
building; hygiene service

Quasi-NGO Local citizens, school http://www.ceweekly.cn/2018/0427/223983.
shtml

2015 Nepal China Medical 
Pharmaceutical Material 
Association

Disaster relief fund Quasi-NGO http://www.ce.cn/cysc/sp/info/201505/01/
t20150501_5258546.shtml

2015 Nepal Red Cross China Disaster relief fund and 
materials

Quasi-NGO http://news.jcrb.com/jxsw/201504/
t20150427_1500366.html

2015 Nepal China Social Welfare 
Foundation

Dispatch rescue team Quasi-NGO https://www.cswef.org/cswef/news/detail/
id/176.html

2015 Nepal Shanghai Yufo Temple Raise money Religious group https://rufodao.qq.com/a/20150427/022401.
htm

2015 Nepal Wanda Group Money Private sector http://www.vtibet.com/tbch/2015zt/nbrqz/
shgz/201504/t20150428_298856.html

2015 Nepal Foryou Charitable 
Foundation

Disaster relief fund and 
materials

Private sector https://www.foryoucf.com/article/343

2015 Nepal Chinese companies in 
Nepal: ZTE; Gezhouba 
Group; Hongxiang Hotel; 
Shanghai Construction 
Group

Infrastructure repair; 
daily supplies; disaster 
relief by volunteers

Private sector; state-
owned enterprise

BRI http://roll.sohu.com/20150505/n412434637.
shtml

June 3, 
2016

Sri Lanka China Harbor 
Engineering Corp

Daily supplies State-owned 
enterprise

BRI Local citizens https://m.sohu.
com/n/452644465/?wscrid=32576_2

July 9,  
2016

Sri Lanka Buddhist Temples from 
Fujian Province

Disaster relief fund; 
scholarship

Religious group Local citizens http://www.jjfj.com/h-nd-181.html

February 28, 
2017

Bangladesh Chinese Buddhist 
Delegation

Money (100,000 RMB) 
and a statue of Amitabha

Religious group Bangladesh Buddhism 
Revival Society

Religious group http://www.jxfx.org/news_info.asp?nid=933

April 4, 
2017

Sri Lanka China Aviation 
International

Daily/school supplies State-owned 
enterprise

BRI A girls' orphanage Local citizens https://www.sohu.com/a/132720430_115926 The event 
recurred 
annually from 
2014 at least 
until 2019

June 3, 
2017

Sri Lanka Chinese Buddhist 
Delegation

Disaster relief fund; 
scholarship

Religious group Disaster Relief National 
Fund; Buddhist and Pali 
University of Sri Lanka

Central government; 
academia

http://www.shandongfojiao.cn/xinwenzhongxin/
duiwaijiaoliu/2017-06-07/719.html

July 4,  
2017

Bangladesh Red Cross China Money ($100,000) Quasi-NGO Red Crescent 
Bangladesh

Quasi-NGO http://toutiao.chinaso.com/gj/detail/2017070
4/1000200032975761499177106299456243
_1.html
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Date
Target 
Country

China-Based 
Donor

Contents of 
Donation/
Assistance Donor Type

Connections to 
Target Country Recipient Recipient Type Link Note

July 28, 
2017

Bangladesh Yunnan Province 
Buddhist Association

A tower for Atiśa Religious group Bangladesh Buddhism 
Revival Society

Religious group https://rufodao.qq.com/a/20170728/017474.htm

September 1, 
2017

Bangladesh Red Cross China Hemodialysis equipment Quasi-NGO Red Crescent 
Bangladesh

Quasi-NGO http://www.chinanews.com/gn/2017/09-
29/8343969.shtml

September 20, 
2017

Nepal Suning Group; China 
Foundation for Poverty 
Alleviation

Yuba Sahabhagita 
School

Private sector; 
quasi-NGO

http://www.chinafrica.cn/chinese/
mrxw/201709/t20170920_800104983.html

December 8, 
2017

Sri Lanka Tianjin Tockcheck Puji 
Foundation

Money Private sector Pinnawala Elephant 
Orphanage

Quasi-NGO https://www.sohu.com/a/209317545_434342

April 14, 
2018

Nepal China Aviation Planning 
and Design Institute

Durbar Middle School State-owned 
enterprise

http://www.avic-apc.com/Content-30-71.html Began to build

April 26,  
2018

Nepal China Foundation for 
Poverty Alleviation; 
Nepal Chinese 
Companies Association

School supplies Quasi-NGO; business 
association

June 8,  
2018

Sri Lanka Nepal Chinese Federation Disaster relief fund Local citizens Ministry of Disaster 
Management

Central government http://www.chinaql.org/n1/2018/0622/c419650-
30075706.html

July 30,  
2018

Nepal China Association for 
NGO Cooperation; 25 
Chinese NGOs (not 
specified)

School supplies Quasi-NGO; NGOs MAV School Local citizens http://www.chinadevelopmentbrief.org.cn/
news-21709.html

These NGOs 
also sought 
cooperation 
partners during 
the visit

November 6, 
2018

Bangladesh China Petroleum Pipeline 
Engineering

School supplies State-owned 
enterprise

BRI A local primary school Local citizens http://www.xinhuanet.com/world/2018-
11/06/c_129985788.htm

November 28, 
2018

Sri Lanka Volunteers from 
Chinese companies (not 
specified)

School supplies Business (not 
specified)

BRI Colombo calligraphy 
class

Chinese organization http://www.xinhuanet.com/over-
seas/2018-11/28/c_1210004214.htm

December 20, 
2018

Nepal Enlai Foundation Fund for Ananda Kuti 
School

NGO Ananda Kuti School Local citizens https://news.sina.com.cn/o/2018-12-20/doc-ih-
qhqcir8615850.shtml

December 29,  
2018

Bangladesh China Railway 
Engineering Corp (Padma 
Bridge Team)

Fix the underdrainage 
system in Dhaka old city

State-owned 
enterprise

BRI http://www.xinhuanet.com/world/2018-
12/29/c_1210026833.htm

January 1,  
2019

Bangladesh Red Cross China, Weigao 
Group

Hemodialysis equipment Quasi-NGO; private 
sector

Red Crescent 
Bangladesh

Quasi-NGO http://www.kmcits0366.com/a/guoneizix-
un/2019/0101/169778.html

June 4,  
2019

Bangladesh Chinese Embassy/ 
Chinese Companies

School supplies State-owned 
enterprise

BRI Local schools/orphanage Local citizens http://www.xinhuanet.com/world/2019-
06/04/c_1210149978.htm
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China-Based 
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Contents of 
Donation/
Assistance Donor Type

Connections to 
Target Country Recipient Recipient Type Link Note

June 16,  
2019

Nepal Chengdu City Street sweepers Local government Sister cities Kathmandu City Local government http://www.xinhuanet.com/world/2019-
06/16/c_1124630716.htm

July 23,  
2019

Bangladesh China Communication 
Construction

Blood separation 
collection equipment

State-owned 
enterprise

BRI Local hospitals Local citizens http://www.xinhuanet.com/world/2019-
07/23/c_1210207424.htm

August 28,  
2019

Nepal China Foundation for 
Poverty Alleviation

School supplies Quasi-NGO A local school for deaf Local citizens http://www.xinhuanet.com/world/2019-
08/28/c_1124931904.htm
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Appendix 3
China’s COVID Diplomacy in Focus Countries

Date From To
Donation/
Sale

Medical 
Expertise  
(doctors,  
training 
manuals)

Medical 
Equipment  
(test kits, 
thermometers, 
disinfectant, etc.)

Medical 
Clothing Vaccines

Loan/Debt 
Restructuring

COVID 
Infrastructure 
(field  
hospital, etc.) Other Source

February 
21, 2020

China Railway 
Construction 
Corp. 

Local orphanages Donation School supplies, 
schoolbags, 
stationery

http://www.crcc.cn/art/2020/2/21/
art_205_3058974.html

March 26, 
2020

Chinese embassy Bangladesh Donation 10,000 test kits,  
1,000 thermometers

10,000 PPEs https://www.ebdpratidin.com/arc/
archive/2020-03-25

March 26, 
2020

Huawei Ministry of 
Health and 
Family Welfare/
CDC/hospitals

Donation Remote video 
conferencing 
systems and AI 
solutions

http://m.xinhuanet.com/2020-
03/27/c_1125776729.htm

March 29, 
2020

Overseas Chinese 
Association in 
Bangladesh

Bangladesh 
Policemen 
Department

Donation 5,000 nucleic acid 
test kits, 100 kg of 
disinfectant, 50 kg of 
hand sanitizer

100,000 dis-
posable medical 
masks, 5,000 
disposable med-
ical protective 
clothing

http://www.chinaqw.com/
hqhr/2020/03-30/251510.shtml

April 6, 
2020

Sinohydro 3rd 
Bureau

Dhaka 
Department of 
Water

Donation Thermometers 30,000 medical 
masks, 3,000 
KN90 masks, 
545 sets of 
protective 
clothing, Goggles

http://www.cteb.com/art/2020/4/10/
art_7336_774308.html

April 8, 
2020

China Railway 
Engineering Corp 
(Padma Bridge 
Project)

Bangladesh 
Military Hospital

Donation “Medical 
Supplies”

http://www.xinhuanet.com/
world/2020-04/08/c_1210548785.
htm

April 9, 
2020

China Merchants 
Port Holding

Ministry of 
Health and 
Family Welfare

Donation 2 temperature 
measuring devices

2,000 pieces 
of protective 
clothing worth 
$80,000, 
50,000 medical 
masks

https://www.163.com/dy/article/
FA1VEGAB0550A54Z.html

BANGLADESH
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Date From To
Donation/
Sale

Medical 
Expertise  
(doctors,  
training 
manuals)

Medical 
Equipment  
(test kits, 
thermometers, 
disinfectant, etc.)

Medical 
Clothing Vaccines

Loan/Debt 
Restructuring

COVID 
Infrastructure 
(field  
hospital, etc.) Other Source

April 10, 
2020

Beijing XABT/
Chinese Academy 
of Medical 
Sciences/BRI 
Chinese Medicine 
Development 
Forum

Bangladesh 
Embassy in China

Donation 2,000 coronavirus 
nucleic acid detection 
reagents, worth 
360,000 yuan

http://www.bjchp.gov.cn/
cpqzf/315734/bmdt/5245422/
index.html

April 10, 
2020

Bangladesh 
Association 
of Chinese 
Enterprises

Local families in 
need

Donation 10 tons of rice, 
2,000 litres of 
edible oil, money

http://www.xinhuanet.com/
world/2020-04/13/c_1210556296 
.htm

April 17, 
2020

China Railway 
Engineering Corp. 
4th Bureau

Bhanga Highway 
Police Station

Donation 15 bottles of disposable 
disinfectant

500 protective 
masks

http://www.ctcecc.com/ 
content-581-30929-1.html

April 17, 
2020

Green Zhejiang Institute of 
Epidemiology, 
Disease Control 
& Research

Donation 1,000 goggles, 
3,640 medical 
isolation 
clothing, 
18,000 civilian 
protective 
masks

https://www.163.com/dy/article/
FAG36DVO0511AVHF.html

April 17, 
2020

China Bangladesh Donation Thermometers Surgical masks, 
N95 masks, 
protective 
gloves, safety 
goggles, PPEs

https://www.ebdpratidin.com/
arc/archive/2020-04-20

April 22, 
2020

China Railway 
Construction 
Corporation 
2nd Bureau

Local 
contractors/
Local people

Donation 2 temperature-  
measuring devices

13,700 masks http://www.sc.chinanews.com.
cn/bwbd/2020-04-22/126630.
html

April 23, 
2020

Hunan 
Archaeology 
Research 
Center

National 
Museum/ some 
other culture 
related NGOs

Donation “Anti-epidemic 
materials”

http://www.hnkgs.com/
show_news.aspx?id=2377

April 25, 
2020

China 
Machinery 
Import & 
Export Corp.

Ministry of 
Health and 
Family Welfare

Donation Masks, 
protective 
clothing

“Other 
anti-epidemics”

http://www.xinhuanet.
com/world/2020-
04/25/c_1125904646.htm
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Date From To
Donation/
Sale

Medical 
Expertise  
(doctors,  
training 
manuals)

Medical 
Equipment  
(test kits, 
thermometers, 
disinfectant, etc.)

Medical 
Clothing Vaccines

Loan/Debt 
Restructuring

COVID 
Infrastructure 
(field  
hospital, etc.) Other Source

May 14, 
2020

Sinopec Bashundhara 
Petroleum and 
Gas

Donation 500 disposable 
medical masks, 
50 sets of 
protective 
clothing, 100 
goggles

https://www.sohu.
com/a/395229669_818167

May 25, 
2020

Fujian Yongfu 
Holding

Mymensingh Donation 100 temperature 
measuring devices

110,000 dispos-
able masks, 500 
sets of medical 
protective 
clothing, 5,000 
pairs of medical 
gloves

http://fzgxq.fuzhou.gov.cn/
xjwz/zwgk/yqdt/202005/
t20200528_3290105.htm

June 8, 
2020

China Bangladesh Team from the 
Chinese National 
Health Council, 
comprising 
doctors, nurses, and 
scientists

https://www.ebdpratidin.com/arc/
archive/2020-06-09

July 19, 
2020

Huatai 
Insurance/Fuxing 
Foundation/
Fuxing Medicine

Not Specified Donation 2592 nucleic acid test 
reagents

40,000 medical 
surgical masks, 
20,460 KN95 
masks

http://www.ehuatai.com/news/ 
1232.html

May 12, 
2021

China Bangladesh Donation 500,000 doses 
of Sinopharm

https://www.thehindu.com/news/
international/bangladesh-receives-
500000-doses-of-chinese-covid-19-
vaccine-as-gift/article34542748.ece

June 12, 
2021

China Bangladesh Donation 600,000 doses 
of Sinopharm

https://www.aa.com.tr/en/
asia-pacific/china-gives-bangladesh-
another-600-000-doses-of-covid-
19-vaccine/2272534

June 29, 
2021

China Bangladesh Sale Purchase, 
amount, and 
vaccine unclear

https://www.dhakatribune.com/
health/coronavirus/2021/06/29/
envoy-first-batch-of-purchased- 
chinese-vaccines-to-arrive-soon
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Date From To
Donation/
Sale

Medical 
Expertise 
(Doctors, 
Training 
Manuals)

Medical 
Equipment

Medical 
Clothing Vaccines

Loan/debt 
restructuring

COVID 
Infrastructure 
(field  
hospital, etc.) Other Source

March 25, 
2020

Beijing Savant 
Biotechnology 
Company

Nepal 
Government

Donation 2,000 kits https://ekantipur.com/news/2020/03/25/ 
1585141917062314.html

March 27, 
2020

Tibet Ganzi Pokhara Donation 20,000 medical 
masks

http://www.gzz.gov.cn/gzzrmzf/
c100044/202004/ 
538f08bd121e46b18685dfe5c7f1759f.shtml

May 2020 Zhonghua Temple 
(Chinese Temple in 
Nepal)

Not specified Donation 260,000 masks https://baijiahao.baidu.com/s? 
id=1678945617276176724&wfr=spider&for=pc

April 1, 
2020

Tibet Shanyuan 
Foundation

Nepal Consulate 
in Lhasa

Donation 50,000 medical 
masks

https://www.chinacourt.org/article/
detail/2020/04/id/4878677.shtml

May 3, 
2020

Shenzhen Hongfa 
Temple, Tibet

Nepal 
Government/
Lumbini Park

Donation 250,000 disposable 
medical masks, 
10,000 N95 masks

https://fo.ifeng.com/c/7wENza77BYW

May 13, 
2020

People’s Liberation 
Army

Nepal Army Donation “116,984 pieces 
of health items”

https://ekantipur.com/news/2020/05/13/158
9356646747641.html

Date From To
Donation/
Sale

Medical 
Expertise 
(doctors, 
training 
manuals)

Medical 
Equipment

Medical 
Clothing Vaccines

Loan/Debt 
Restructuring

COVID 
Infrastructure 
(field hospital, 
etc.) Other Source

May 6, 
2020

Beijing Urban 
Construction Group

Maldives National 
Disaster Management 
Agency

Donation Tents “Anti-epidemic 
materials”

https://www.sohu.
com/a/393289196_267106

March 26, 
2021

China Maldives Donation 200,000 Sinopharm 
vaccines, out of 
which 100,000 have 
been received

https://www.gov.mv/en/news-and-commu-
nications/china-donates-200000-doses-
of-sinopharm-vaccine-to-the-maldives

MALDIVES

NEPAL
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Date From To
Donation/
Sale

Medical 
Expertise 
(Doctors, 
Training 
Manuals)

Medical 
Equipment

Medical 
Clothing Vaccines

Loan/debt 
restructuring

COVID 
Infrastructure 
(field  
hospital, etc.) Other Source

March 25, 
2020

Beijing Savant 
Biotechnology 
Company

Nepal 
Government

Donation 2,000 kits https://ekantipur.com/news/2020/03/25/ 
1585141917062314.html

March 27, 
2020

Tibet Ganzi Pokhara Donation 20,000 medical 
masks

http://www.gzz.gov.cn/gzzrmzf/
c100044/202004/ 
538f08bd121e46b18685dfe5c7f1759f.shtml

May 2020 Zhonghua Temple 
(Chinese Temple in 
Nepal)

Not specified Donation 260,000 masks https://baijiahao.baidu.com/s? 
id=1678945617276176724&wfr=spider&for=pc

April 1, 
2020

Tibet Shanyuan 
Foundation

Nepal Consulate 
in Lhasa

Donation 50,000 medical 
masks

https://www.chinacourt.org/article/
detail/2020/04/id/4878677.shtml

May 3, 
2020

Shenzhen Hongfa 
Temple, Tibet

Nepal 
Government/
Lumbini Park

Donation 250,000 disposable 
medical masks, 
10,000 N95 masks

https://fo.ifeng.com/c/7wENza77BYW

May 13, 
2020

People’s Liberation 
Army

Nepal Army Donation “116,984 pieces 
of health items”

https://ekantipur.com/news/2020/05/13/158
9356646747641.html
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Date From To
Donation/
Sale

Medical 
Expertise 
(Doctors, 
Training 
Manuals)

Medical 
Equipment

Medical 
Clothing Vaccines

Loan/debt 
restructuring

COVID 
Infrastructure 
(field  
hospital, etc.) Other Source

May 13, 
2020

China 
International 
Culture 
Communication 
Center

Not specified Donation 1,000 sets of medical 
protective clothing, 
3,000 pairs of 
medical goggles

http://news.sznews.com/content/mb/2020-
05/13/content_23149525.htm

May 26, 
2020

Tibet Nyingchi Pokhara Donation 100 non-contact 
infrared 
thermometers

10,000 masks, 
300 PPEs, 5,000 
pairs of disposable 
rubber gloves, 
1,000 disposable 
medical caps, 300 
medical protective 
masks, 300 medical 
isolation goggles, 
300 medical isola-
tion masks, 1,000 
medical isolation 
shoe covers

http://www.linzhi.gov.cn/linzhi/
xwzx/202005/6e36b227eb8247aba55db-
2c048a1ae88.shtml

May  
2020

Zhejiang 
Luban Alumni 
Association

Not specified Donation 490,000 masks, 
protective clothing, 
goggles, medical 
gloves, protective 
masks

https://baijiahao.baidu.com/
s?id=167894561727617 
6724&wfr=spider&for=pc

July– 
August  
2020

Nepal Chinese 
Temple/Shenzhen 
Na Zi Charity 
Foundation

Lumbini 
Development 
Trust/Trans-
Himalayan 
Charity 
Foundation

Donation 620,000 masks https://baijiahao.baidu.com/
s?id=167894561727617 
6724&wfr=spider&for=pcc

August 2, 
2020

Overseas Chinese 
Association in 
Nepal/ Xi’an Yaji 
Academy

Village in Rasuwa Donation 170 households, 
in which each 
villager received 
25 kg of rice and 
1,000 NPR cash

https://baijiahao.baidu.com/
s?id=167414589364215 
4366&wfr=spider&for=pc

August 4, 
2020

Nanjing City Kathmandu City Donation 5,000 testing 
kits, 2 nucleic 
acid amplification 
and detection 
analyzers, 5,000 
sampling kits

http://wb.nanjing.gov.cn/xwzl/202008/
t20200804_2321071.html

NEPAL (continued)
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Date From To
Donation/
Sale

Medical 
Expertise 
(Doctors, 
Training 
Manuals)

Medical 
Equipment

Medical 
Clothing Vaccines

Loan/debt 
restructuring

COVID 
Infrastructure 
(field  
hospital, etc.) Other Source

August 
2020

Shenzhen 
Kingworld Group

Not specified Donation 200,000 
disposable medical 
masks

https://baijiahao.baidu.com/
s?id=1678945617276176 
724&wfr=spider&for=pc

August 
2020

Jiangxi Heying 
Pharmaceutical 
Co. Ltd.

Not specified Donation 100,000 
disposable medical 
masks, 6,000 N95 
masks

https://baijiahao.baidu.com/
s?id=167894561727 
6176724&wfr=spider&for=pc

March 
2021

China Railway 
Construction 
Corporation 14th 
Bureau

Moonlight 
Children’s 
House

Donation 4,200 masks School supplies https://www.163.com/dy/article/
G59ORHRJ0514R9KD.html

March 
2021

China Nepal Donation 800,000 
doses of 
Sinopharm 
- grant 
(probably)

https://www.reuters.com/business/
healthcare-pharmaceuticals/china-gift-
1-million-covid-19-vaccine-doses-ne-
pal-2021-05-26/

June 2, 
2021

China Nepal Donation 1,000,000 
doses of 
Sinopharm 
vaccine

“https://www.business-standard.com/
article/current-affairs/nepal-receives-
800-000-doses-of-coronavirus-vaccine-
from-china-121060200071_1.html

July 9, 
2021

China Nepal Sale Undisclosed 
amount of 
Sinopharm

http://www.xinhuanet.com/en-
glish/2021-07/09/c_1310052208.htm

July 16, 
2021

China Nepal Donation 1,600,000 
doses of 
Sinopharm 
donation 
pledged

https://kathmandupost.com/
national/2021/07/16/china-to-donate-
additional-1-6-million-doses-of-covid-19-
vaccines-to-nepal

July 16, 
2021

China Nepal Sale 4,000,000 
doses of 
Sinopharm/ 
Vero Cell 
bought, 
800,000 
delivered

https://kathmandupost.com/
national/2021/07/16/china-to-donate-
additional-1-6-million-doses-of-covid-19-
vaccines-to-nepal
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Date From To
Donation/
Sale

Medical 
Expertise 
(doctors, 
training 
manuals)

Medical 
Equipment

Medical 
Clothing Vaccines

Financial 
Assistance

COVID 
Infrastructure 
(field  
hospital, etc.) Other Source

January 
29, 2020

Zhejiang Shuren 
University

University of Sri 
Jayawardenapura

Donation 8,000 masks https://www.zjsru.edu.cn/info/1042/7837.htm

March 
2020

China Sri Lanka $500,000,000 loan https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/
china-extends-500-million-loan-to-lanka/
article34305277.ece

March 26, 
2020

Sinopec Sri Lanka Embassy 
in China

Donation 10,000 medical 
masks

http://www.sinopecgroup.com/
group/xwzx/gsyw/20200331/
news_20200331_370350709722.shtml

March 28, 
2020

AVIC (Aviation 
Industry 
Corporation 
of China) 
International

Colombo Police 
Department

Donation 3,000 masks https://www.imsilkroad.com/news/p/407761.
html

March 29, 
2020

Kaison (Xiamen) Sri Lanka Embassy 
in China

Donation 10,000 disposable 
protective masks

Hopeng tea 
products 
worth  
100,000 yuan

http://fj.sina.com.cn/news/b/2020-03-30/
detail-iimxxsth2593881.shtml

March 31, 
2020

Xiangyuan 
County/China 
International 
Chamber of 
Commerce for 
the Private 
Sector

Business 
and Industry 
Association of Sri 
Lanka

Donation 20,000 face 
masks, 2,000 
N95 masks, 2,000 
protective suits, 200 
quarantine suits

http://www.xiangyuan.gov.cn/xwzx/
jrxy/202004/t20200402_1944193.html

April 1, 
2020

Chinese Embassy Health Ministry Donation 1,008 nucleic acid 
diagnostic kits 
(test kits)

50,000 medical 
masks

https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/mfa_eng/
wjb_663304/zwjg_665342/zwbd_665378/
t1765095.shtml

April 1, 
2020

China 
Metallurgical 
Group 
Corporation

Prime Minister 
Office

Donation “Anti-epidemic 
supplies”

http://www.xinhuanet.com/world/2020-
04/03/c_1210540936.htm

April 1, 
2020

Chongqing 
Beian Electric 
Engineering 
Equipment

Singer (Sri Lanka) 
PLC

Donation 20,000 medical 
masks

https://www.cndca.org.cn/mjzy/ztzl/hdlzt/
kjyq_mjzxd/_1471376/1510021/index.html

April 1, 
2020

Alibaba 
Foundation 
and Jack Ma 
Foundation

Colombo 
Department of 
Health

Donation 100,000 KN95 
masks

https://www.163.com/dy/article/
F97C0LQ00525TCS0.html

SRI LANKA
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Date From To
Donation/
Sale

Medical 
Expertise 
(doctors, 
training 
manuals)

Medical 
Equipment

Medical 
Clothing Vaccines

Financial 
Assistance

COVID 
Infrastructure 
(field  
hospital, etc.) Other Source

April 17, 
2020

Licheng City Sri 
Jayawardenapura-
Kotte

Donation 100 ear 
thermometers

20,000 disposable 
medical masks

http://fj.sina.com.cn/news/2020-04-17/detail-iir-
cuyvh8331963.shtml

April 23, 
2020

Sichuan Western Province Donation Medical surgical 
masks, medical 
protective clothings

https://cbgc.scol.com.cn/
home/275213?from-related-news

April 28, 
2020

Chinese 
government

Ministry of Health 
and Indigenous 
Medicine

Donation 20,016 nucleic acid 
diagnostic kits

10,000 medical 
protective face 
masks, 10,000 
disposable coveralls, 
1,000 medical 
goggles, 5,000 
single-use rubber 
surgical gloves

http://www.dinamina.lk/2020/04/28/%E0%B
6%B4%E0%B7%94%E0%B7%80%E0%B6%A
D%E0%B7%8A/94278/%E0%B6%A0%E0%B
7%93%E0%B6%B1-%E0%B6%BB%E0%B6%A
2%E0%B6%BA%E0%B7%99%E0%B6%B1%E0
%B7%8A-%E0%B6%B8%E0%B7%92%E0%B6
%BD%E0%B7%92%E0%B6%BA%E0%B6%B1-
211%E0%B6%9A-%E0%B6%86%E0%B6%BB%
E0%B6%9A%E0%B7%8A%E0%B7%82%E0%B7
%92%E0%B6%AD-%E0%B7%84%E0%B7%8F-
%E0%B7%80%E0%B7%9B%E0%B6%AF%E0%
B7%8A%E2%80%8D%E0%B6%BA-%E0%B6%
8B%E0%B6%B4%E0%B6%9A%E0%B6%BB%
E0%B6%AB

May 26, 
2020

Chinese embassy Education Minister 125,000 face masks https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/mfa_eng/
wjb_663304/zwjg_665342/zwbd_665378/
t1783538.shtml

June 2, 
2020

China Machinery 
Import & Export 
Corp.

Ministry of Civil 
Transportation

Donation 75,000 masks of 
various types, 500 
sets of protective 
clothing, 1,000 pairs 
of goggles

https://www.chinacourt.org/index.php/article/
detail/2020/06/id/5282457.shtml
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Date From To
Donation/
Sale

Medical 
Expertise 
(doctors, 
training 
manuals)

Medical 
Equipment

Medical 
Clothing Vaccines

Financial 
Assistance

COVID 
Infrastructure 
(field  
hospital, etc.) Other Source

June 3, 
2020

Hangzhou 
Hikvision Digital 
Technology 
Co. Ltd in 
coordination 
with IT Gallery 
Computers 
Pvt. Ltd. (SL 
Company)

Bandaranaike 
International 
Airport

Donation Temperature-
testing heat 
camera

http://www.dinamina.
lk/2020/05/27/%E0%B7%80%E0%B7%8A%E2
%80%8D%E0%B6%BA%E0%B7%8F%E0%B6%
B4%E0%B7%8F%E0%B6%BB%E0%B7%92%E0
%B6%9A/95974/it-gallery-%E0%B7%83%E0%
B7%84%E0%B7%8F%E0%B6%BA-%E0%B6%B
6%E0%B6%AB%E0%B7%8A%E0%B6%A9%E0
%B7%8F%E0%B6%BB%E0%B6%B1%E0%B7%
8F%E0%B6%BA%E0%B6%9A-%E0%B6%A2%E
0%B7%8F%E0%B6%AD%E0%B7%8A%E2%80
%8D%E0%B6%BA%E0%B6%B1%E0%B7%8A%
E0%B6%AD%E0%B6%BB-%E0%B6%9C%E0%
B7%94%E0%B7%80%E0%B6%B1%E0%B7%8A
%E0%B6%AD%E0%B7%9C%E0%B6%A7%E0%
B7%94%E0%B6%B4%E0%B7%9C%E0%B7%8
5%E0%B6%A7

June  
2020

Ma’an’shan Local 
Government

Sri Lanka China 
Association

Donation 5,000 disposable 
medical masks

http://news.hnr.cn/202007/03/130634.html

July 24, 
2020

Zhejiang Shuren 
University

University of Sri 
Jayawardenapura

Donation 10,000 anti- 
epidemic masks

https://www.zjsru.edu.cn/info/1042/7837.htm

September 
15, 2020

China Sri Lanka Donation 
(note, this 
could be 
cumulative)

73,000 testing kits 4,500,000 face 
masks, 54,000  
PPE suits

“Other 
equipment”

http://www.dinamina.lk/2020 
/09/15/%E0%B6%B4%E0%B7 
%94%E0%B7%80%E0%B6% 
AD%E0%B7%8A/104095/% 
E0%B7%81%E0%B7%8A%E2 
%80%8D%E0%B6%BB%E0% 
B7%93-%E0%B6%BD%E0%B 
6%82% 
E0%B6%9A%E0%B7%8F-%E0% 
B6%A0%E0%B7%93%E0%B6% 
B1-%E0%B7%83%E0%B6%B6% 
E0%B6%B3%E0%B6%AD% 
E0%B7%8F-%E0%B6%86%E0%B 
6%BB%E0%B7%8A%E0%B6%AE 
%E0%B7%92%E0%B6%9A%E0% 
B6%BA%E0%B6%A7-
%E0%B6%B4%E0%B6%B8%E0%B 
6%AB%E0%B6%9A%E0%B7%8A-
%E0%B7%83%E0% 
B7%93%E0%B6%B8%E0%B7%8F-
%E0%B7%80%E0%B7%93-
%E0%B6%B1%E0%B7%91
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Date From To
Donation/
Sale

Medical 
Expertise 
(doctors, 
training 
manuals)

Medical 
Equipment

Medical 
Clothing Vaccines

Financial 
Assistance

COVID 
Infrastructure 
(field  
hospital, etc.) Other Source

October 12, 
2020

China Sri Lanka $90,000,000 grant https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/
sri-lanka-in-talks-to-secure-500-mn-in-chinese-
loans/article32837581.ece

October 
27, 2020

Chinese Embassy Sri Lanka Donation 25,000 PCR test 
kits

http://www.dinamina.lk/2020/10/24/%E0%B6
%B4%E0%B7%94%E0%B7%80%E0%B6%AD
%E0%B7%8A/107404/%E0%B6%A0%E0%B7
%93%E0%B6%B1%E0%B6%BA%E0%B7%99%
E0%B6%B1%E0%B7%8A-%E0%B6%B8%E0%B-
7%99%E0%B6%BB%E0%B6%A7%E0%B6%A7-
pcr-%E0%B6%9A%E0%B6%A7%E
0%B7%8A%E0%B6%A7%E0%B6%
BD-25000%E0%B6%9A%E0%B7%8A

November 
19, 2020

Linfen Local 
Government

Anuradhapura Donation 30,000 disposable 
medical anti- 
epidemic masks

https://www.thepaper.cn/
newsDetail_forward_10065256

March 18, 
2021

Beijing, 
Shanghai, and 
Chengdu

Colombo Donation Testing reagents, 
ventilators

Masks, protective 
clothing

https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/ce/celk/chn/xwdt/
t1862319.htm

March 
2021

Ma’an’shan Local 
Government

Sri Lanka China 
Association

Donation Funds and 
donations to drop 
out schoolchildren

http://ahfao.ah.gov.cn/xwzx/wsdt/120274401.
html

March 22, 
2021

Demai 
International 
(Shandong)

Sri Lanka Embassy 
in China

Donation 30 sets of flat face 
mask–making 
machines, 60 
sets of welding 
earband machines, 
altogether a value 
of 17.64 million 
yuan

http://ex.chinadaily.com.cn/exchange/part-
ners/82/rss/channel/cn/columns/sz8srm/stories/
WS60598225a 
3101e7ce974557e.html

March 
2021

China Sri Lanka $1.5 billion USD 
currency swap deal

https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/
sri-lanka-secures-15-bn-chinese-loan/arti-
cle34144236.ece

March 
2021

China Sri Lanka Donation 600,000 
Sinopharm 
vaccines

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/world/rest-
of-world/sri-lanka-gets-2nd-vaccine-donation-
from-china/articleshow/82965756.cms

April 12, 
2021

China Sri Lanka $500,000,000 loan https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/
china-extends-500-million-loan-to-lanka/
article34305277.ece

SRI LANKA (continued)
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Date From To
Donation/
Sale

Medical 
Expertise 
(doctors, 
training 
manuals)

Medical 
Equipment

Medical 
Clothing Vaccines

Financial 
Assistance

COVID 
Infrastructure 
(field  
hospital, etc.) Other Source

May 26, 
2021

China Sri Lanka Donation 500,000 
Sinopharm 
vaccines

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/world/rest-
of-world/sri-lanka-gets-2nd-vaccine-donation-
from-china/articleshow/82965756.cms

July 16, 
2021

China Sri Lanka Sale 6,000,000 
Sinopharm 
doses bought; 
2,000,000 
bought 
doses to be 
delivered 
in the third 
week of July; 
2,000,000 
more doses to 
be bought in 
the last week 
of July

https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/
china-to-pump-in-more-vaccines-as-sri-lanka-
widens-coverage/article35365446.ece

July 27, 
2021

China Sri Lanka Donation 1,600,000 
Sinopharm 
doses

https://twitter.com/GotabayaR/stat 
us/14199960082 
72916481

SRI LANKA (continued)
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Appendix 4
Chinese Education Initiatives With Focus Countries

NEPAL

Culture and Education Cooperation

• Kathmandu University Confucius Institute

- Founded in 2007 in cooperation with Hebei University of Economics  
and Business

- Until 2017, this center has taught Mandarin for over 20,000 Nepali students

- It currently has four Chinese teachers with unknown number of volunteers

• Confucius Classroom (affiliated to Kathmandu University Confucius Institute) 

- Opened in Nepal Academy of Tourism and Hotel Management in 2016

• Tribhuvan University Confucius Institute

- Received permission in April 2020 in cooperation with East China University 
of Technology and Qinghai Nationalities University

• Learning Realm International School Confucius Classroom

- Opened in 2011 in cooperation with Beijing International Chinese College

• China Radio International Radio Confucius Classroom

- The radio program teaches Mandarin and discusses news in China 

• Hainan College of Vocation and Technique Nepal Campus

- Opened in 2019, offering courses in hotel management 

• Qingdao Electronics School Nepal Campus

- Opened in January 2020

Scholarships 

Up to 2019, Chinese government has sponsored 3,000 students from Nepal with 100 new 
scholarship holders added in 2019. The total number of Nepali students in China in 2019 
was more than 6,400.
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Joint Degree Program

• Master’s in Public Health: Kathmandu University School of Medical Sciences-
Nanjing Medical University

Joint Research Center

• Himalayan Hydropower Research Center: Kathmandu University-Wuhan 
University

• Kathmandu Center for Research and Education: Chinese Academy of Science-
Tribhuvan University

• Nepal Research Center: Yunnan Nationalities University-Tribhuvan University

• Nepal Research Center: Zhejiang Gongshang University

Student Exchange Program

• Northwestern Polytechnical University-Tribhuvan University

MoU on Cooperation

• Tribhuvan University-Yunnan University

• Central South University Xiangya Nursing School-Bharatpur City

• China Federation of Literary and Art Circle-Nepal Academy

• University of South China-Pokhara University

• Leshan Normal University-Nepal Institute for Strategy Studies

• Sun Yat-Sen University-Nepal Health Research Council

• Central South University-Nepal Ministry of Health and Population

Research Project

• China-Nepal Joint Experiment of RETROFIT Sponsored by International Center 
for Collaborative Research on Disaster Risk Reduction

Appendix 4    Chinese Education Initiatives With Focus Countries
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BANGLADESH

Culture and Education Cooperation

• North South University Confucius Institute

- Opened in 2006 in cooperation with Yunnan University

- Up to 2015, it offered Mandarin courses to more than 12,000 Bangladeshi 
students

- It currently has 2 full-time, 1 part-time, and 4 voluntary Chinese teachers 

• University of Dhaka Confucius Institute

- Opened in 2016 in cooperation with Yunnan University

• Shanto-Mariam University of Creative Technology Confucius Classroom 

- Opened in 2010 in cooperation with China Radio International

- Has both a radio program and an in-person Chinese classroom

• Under Negotiation: Luoyang Normal University Bangladesh Campus in coopera-
tion with Comilla University

Scholarships

• Chinese government offered 52 slots for scholarships to study in China in 2019

• Technical and Vocational Education and Training (TVET) scholarship program

• This program began to recruit students from Bangladesh since 2017 and offered 
scholarships for 1,149 students and 50 candidates for master and PhD programs 
in 2017 and 2018. In 2019, the program estimated to award 300 students with 
scholarships.

Joint Degree Program

• Wuhan Textile University-Southeast University; BGMEA University of Fashion & 
Technology

Appendix 4   Chinese Education Initiatives With Focus Countries
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MoU

• Shenyang Sports University-Bangladesh Institute of Sports

• Huazhong Agricultural University-University of Rajshahi

• Guangdong University of Foreign Studies-Dhaka University (agreement on  
cooperation but no mention of MoU)

• Yunnan University of Finance and Economics-Eastern University-Southeast 
University

• University of International Business and Economics-Bangladesh University of 
Professionals

• Beijing University of Foreign Studies-Dhaka University

• Kunming Botanical Research Institute-Dhaka University

• Research Center for Eco-Environmental Sciences-Bangladesh University of 
Engineering and Technology

Joint Center

• Center for Chinese Language and Culture: Yunnan Normal University-Eastern 
University

• Center for Chinese and Bangladesh Studies: Yunnan University-Dhaka University

SRI LANKA

Culture and Education Cooperation

• Colombo University Confucius Institute

- Opened in 2016 in cooperation with Beijing Foreign Studies University and 
Yunnan Honghe University

- It currently has 4 Chinese teachers (no information on volunteers)

• Kelaniya University Confucius Institute

- Opened in 2007 in cooperation with Chongqing Normal University

- It currently has 3 Chinese teachers (no information on volunteers)

Appendix 4    Chinese Education Initiatives With Focus Countries
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• China Radio International Confucius Classroom

- Opened in 2009 in cooperation with a local Sri Lanka audience association

- Offered courses in cooperation with China Construction Third Engineering 
Bureau

• Confucius Classroom at Sabaragamuwa University of Sri Lanka

- Began to operate in early 2020 in cooperation with Huanggang Normal 
University

• Dalian Maritime University Sri Lanka Campus 

- Opened in 2017

Scholarships

• 24 students from Sri Lanka received scholarships from the Chinese government to 
study in China

Joint Center

• China-Sri Lanka Water Technology Research and Demonstration Center: Chinese 
Academy of Sciences-University of Peradeniya

• Huaqiao University Maritime Silk Road South Asian Research Center

MoU

• University of Sanya-Horizon College of Business and Technology

• China Buddhist Academy Putuoshan College-Kelaniya University

• Leshan Normal University-Pathfinder Foundation

• KAATSU International University Sri Lanka-Yunnan University of Finance and 
Economics

• Shandong Foreign Trade Vocational School-Sri Lanka National Institute of Labor 
Studies

Appendix 4   Chinese Education Initiatives With Focus Countries
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NEPAL
Training Programs/Student Exchanges

Year Organizer
Type of 
Organizer Program

Number of 
Participants

2017 Sichuan Association for Civil 
Engineering

Quasi-NGO China (Sichuan Province)-Nepal Cultural Heritage Restoration Seminar 20

2018 Shanyuan Foundation NGO Job training program for Nepali adults (computer use), first class 20

Ministry of Commerce Central government Seminar on Mandarin and Chinese culture at Kathmandu 100

2019 Shanyuan Foundation NGO Job training program for Nepali adults (computer use), second class 25

Shanyuan Foundation NGO Job training program for Nepali adults (computer use and Mandarin), third class 20

China Foundation for Poverty 
Alleviation/Laoniuxiongmei 
Foundation (joined in 2021)

Quasi-NGO Electricians and plumbers training program at Kathmandu in cooperation with Chinese 
companies in Nepal

75 for each year 
aims for 3 years

 NEPAL 
Training Programs for Officials

Year Organizer Type of Organizer Program
Number of 
Participants

2015 Ministry of Foreign Affairs/
China Youth University of 
Political Studies

Central government/party 
organization

Seminar for young Nepali officers in the Communist Party (United 
Marxist-Leninist)

20

2016 Sichuan government Local government Nepali health officers’ seminar in Sichuan 19

Qingdao Communist Youth 
League School

Party organization Seminar for young Nepali officers (no party affiliation specified) 20

Sichuan University Academia Advanced seminar on government affairs (first class) 15

Sichuan University Academia Advanced seminar on government affairs (second class) 15

Sichuan University Academia Advanced seminar on government affairs (third class) 20

2017 Panzhihua College Academia Nepali health officers’ seminar in Sichuan 35

Tibet Foreign Affairs Office/ 
Xizang Minzu University

Local government/academia Seminar for young Nepali officers (no party affiliation specified) N/A

Local governments across China (no main organizer mentioned, the 
students just travel around China)

Seminar on anti-corruption N/A

2018 Tibet Foreign Affairs Office/ 
Xizang Minzu University

Local government/academia Seminar for young Nepali officers (no party affiliation specified) 9

Ministry of Commerce Central government Seminar on anti-corruption 21

Supreme Court of PRC Central government Seminar for Nepali judges N/A

General Administration of Press 
and Publication

Central government Seminar on translation N/A

Appendix 5
Chinese Training Programs for Focus Countries
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Year Organizer Type of Organizer Program
Number of 
Participants

2019 Tibet Foreign Affairs Office/ 
Xizang Minzu University

Local government/academia Seminar for young Nepali officers (no party affiliation specified) N/A

Ministry of Commerce Central government Seminar on anti-corruption Around 20

2020 Tibet Foreign Affairs Office/ 
Xizang Minzu University

Local government/academia Seminar for young Nepali officers (claimed to be coming from different  
political parties)

30

BANGLADESH
Training Programs/Student Exchanges

Year Organizer Type of Organizer Program
Number of 
Participants

2015 Ministry of Commerce/Public Safety Central government Seminar on public safety management for Bangladesh 20

Chinese Embassy in Bangladesh/
Yunnan Provincial government

Embassy and local 
government

Visiting program for think tank scholars from Bangladesh 6

2016 Ministry of Commerce Central government Seminar on natural disaster response for Bangladesh 23

National Academy of Governance Party organization Workshop for senior civil servants from Bangladesh N/A

Ministry of Commerce Central government Seminar on customs management for Bangladesh 17

Ministry of Public Safety Central government Seminar on public safety and anti-terrorism for Bangladesh 20

2017 Chinese Embassy in Bangladesh Central government 2nd China-Bangladesh senior civil service officials seminar 60

Ministry of Commerce Central government Seminar on alleviating poverty in Bangladesh 30

Ministry of Commerce Central government Seminar on PPP project management in Bangladesh 27

2018 N/A Seminar on smart grid and urban grid upgrade for Bangladesh N/A

Shangdong Police College 
(purveyor) Supposed to be initiated 
by Ministry of Public Safety though

Seminar for Bangladesh senior police officers N/A

2019 Huazhong University of Science and 
Technology

Academia Seminar for senior officials of Bangladesh Ministry of Public Administration 32

Quanzhou Medical College Academia Seminar on maritime resources management and “blue” economy 
development for Bangladesh 

N/A

Ministry of Commerce/State  
Council Information Office

Central government Seminar for Bangladesh media practitioners 19

Ministry of Public Safety Central government BRI seminar on security management 15

Ministry of Commerce Central government Seminar on public administration for Bangladesh 20

N/A Seminar for Bangladesh junior and senior police officers 10+

Supreme Court Central government Seminar for Bangladesh judges N/A

2021 Yunan University Academia Bangladesh Foreign Service Academy online Mandarin seminar N/A

NEPAL  
Training Programs for Officials (continued)
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SRI LANKA
Training Programs

Year Organizer Type of Organizer Program
Number of 
Participants

2015 Ministry of Public Safety Central government Seminar for junior and senior policemen from Sri Lanka 14

2016 Yunan Police College Local government Seminar on internet crime prevention and detection for Sri Lanka N/A

Sri Lanka Ministry of Public 
Administration/Beijing Foreign Studies 
University

Foreign government/academia BRI seminar for Sri Lanka senior officials 30

Sinohydro 14th Bureau State-owned enterprise Training course on hydropower operation and maintenance N/A

Ministry of Commerce Central government Seminar on condiment plantation and production N/A

Ministry of Commerce Central government Seminar on agricultural information technology application 20

Chinese Embassy in Sri Lanka Embassy Dentist training for Chinese Sri Lankans 6

2018 Chinese Academy of Science Academia Seminar on field epidemiology 10

China Harbor/Changsha University of 
Technology

State-owned enterprise/
academia

Seminar on port and shipping engineering N/A

2019 Ministry of Commerce Central government Seminar on transportation infrastructure planning and development 19

MALDIVES
Training Programs/Student Exchanges

Year Organizer Type of Organizer Program
Number of 
Participants

2014 Ministry of Commerce/Ministry of 
Public Safety

Central government Seminar on police affairs for Maldives police 20

2015 Ministry of Commerce Central government Seminar on solar energy appliance and management 20

Not specified Central government China-Maldives seminar on police affairs 20

2016 Chinese Embassy in Maldives/National 
Academy of Governance

Central government/party 
organization

Overseas seminar on public management for officials from Maldives 409

2017 Chinese Academy of Discipline 
Inspection and Supervision

Central government/party 
organization

Seminar on anti-corruption for Maldives officials N/A

2018 Ministry of Commerce Central government Seminar on strategic planning of human resources for Maldives officials 19

Ministry of Commerce/National 
Academy of Governance

Central government/party 
organization

Overseas seminar on public management for officials from Maldives 19

Ministry of Commerce Central government Seminar on smart sanitation and harmless treatment of garbage for Maldives 19

Hainan Department of Commerce Local government Seminar on tourism management professional cultivation 11

2019 Shandong provincial government Local government Seminar on anti-corruption for Maldives officials 20

Ministry of Commerce Central government Seminar on public management for officials from Maldives (two classes) N/A

Chinese Embassy in Maldives/National 
Academy of Governance

Central government/party 
organization

Overseas seminar on public management for officials from Maldives N/A

Jiangxi provincial government 
(purveyor)

Local government Seminar for local representatives of Maldives N/A

Ministry of Commerce/Ministry of 
Public Safety

Central government Seminar on criminal investigation capability for Maldives police 20

Appendix 5    Chinese Training Programs for Focus Countries



108   |   China’s Influence in South Asia

Appendix 6
Citations for Figure 9, “Top Sources of FDI in Focus Countries”

Foreign Investment & External Debt (FIED) Division, Statistics Department, Bangladesh 
Bank; Government of Nepal, Ministry of Industry, Commerce and Supplies, Department 
of Industry, Planning, Monitoring & Industrial Statistics Section, Industrial Statistics for 
FY 2019/20 https://www.doind.gov.np/uploads/notices/Notices-20210424190332609.pdf; 
“Annual Report 2017,” Central Bank of Sri Lanka, 2018, https://www.cbsl.gov.lk/en/ 
publications/economic-and-financial-reports/ annual-reports/annual-report-2017; “Annual 
Report 2020,” Central Bank of Sri Lanka, April 2021, https://www.cbsl.gov.lk/en/ 
publications/economic-and-financial-reports/annual-reports/annual-report-2020.
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Appendix 7
China–Focus Country Interactions Between Governments and Political Parties

Date Type Topic China Nepal Content Note Source

March 21, 
2016

Meeting Political/party 
affairs

Chairman of International 
Department of Communist 
Party of China (IDCPC) 
Tao Song

Chairman of Nepal 
Communist Party/PM Oli

Discussed inter-party 
cooperation/bilateral 
relations

https://www.idcpc.org.
cn/bzhd/wshd/201912/
t20191216_114068.html

August 18, 
2016

Meeting Political/party 
affairs

Chairman of IDCPC,  
Tao Song

Special envoy of PM, 
Krishna Bahadur Mahara 
(was in Maoist faction)

Discussed inter-party 
cooperation/bilateral 
relations

https://www.idcpc.org.
cn/bzhd/wshd/201912/
t20191216_114337.html

March 26, 
2017

Meeting Party/political 
affairs

Chairman of IDCPC, Tao 
Song

PM Pushpa Kamal Dahal Inter-party/bilateral 
cooperation

https://www.idcpc.org.
cn/bzhd/wshd/201912/
t20191216_114680.html

September 8, 
2017

Meeting Political/party 
affairs

Chairman of IDCPC, Tao 
Song

Vice PM/Foreign minister 
Krishna Bahadur Mahara

Bilateral cooperation/BRI Mahara: Nepal 
follows “One 
China Policy” and 
does not allow 
any faction to 
carry on anti- 
China operation 
in Nepal

https://www.idcpc.org.
cn/bzhd/wshd/201912/
t20191216_114922.html

December 20, 
2017

Meeting Political/party 
affairs

Delegation of CCP officials 
led by President of CSSA, 
Weiguang Wang

Former PM Sher Bahadur 
Deuba

Introduce 19th National 
Congress of CPC

https://www.idcpc.
org.cn/lldt/201912/
t20191216_115129.html

February 19, 
2018

Meeting Political/party 
affairs

Vice Chairman of IDCPC, 
Yezhou Guo

Chairman of Nepal 
Communist Party/PM 
Oli,  Chairman of Maoist 
Communist Party Pushpa 
Kamal Dahal, Chairman 
of Nepali Congress Sher 
Bahadur Deuba, and 
Chairman of Federal 
Socialist Forum, Upendra 
Yadav

Discussed inter-party 
cooperation/bilateral 
relations

IDCPC's trip to 
Nepal was part 
of campaign to 
introduce the gist 
of 19th National 
Congress of CCP

https://www.idcpc.
org.cn/ztwy/zytz/
sjdxj_1/dwxjt/gyzxjt/
nbe/xw/201912/
t20191226_136238.html

April 3,  
2018

Meeting Political/party 
affairs

Vice Chairman of IDCPC, 
Yezhou Guo

Delegation of Federal 
Socialist Forum

Inter-party/bilateral 
relations

https://www.idcpc.
org.cn/lldt/201912/
t20191216_115215.html

April 9,  
2018

Meeting Political/party 
affairs

Vice Chairman of IDCPC, 
Yajun Wang

Former PM Madhav Kumar 
Nepal

Inter-party/bilateral 
relations

https://www.idcpc.
org.cn/lldt/201912/
t20191216_115222.html

May 28,  
2018

Meeting Party affairs Vice Chairman of IDCPC, 
Yezhou Guo

Members of Central 
Commission of Nepal 
Communist Party

Celebration and seminar of 
200th anniversary of Karl 
Marx's birth 

https://www.idcpc.
org.cn/lldt/201912/
t20191216_115322.html

July 29,  
2018

Meeting Political/Party 
affairs

Delegation of CCP officials 
led by Vice Chairman of 
IDCPC, Yajun Wang

PM Oli Inter-party/bilateral 
relations

https://www.idcpc.
org.cn/lldt/201912/
t20191216_115430.html

September 
13, 2018

Meeting Political/Party 
affairs

Vice Chairman of IDCPC, 
Hongshan Qian

Delegation of Nepali 
Congress

Inter-party/bilateral 
relations

https://www.idcpc.
org.cn/lldt/201912/
t20191216_115501.html

NEPAL

Party HybridGovernment
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Date Type Topic China Nepal Content Note Source

September 
18, 2018

Meeting Political/party 
affairs

Chairman of IDCPC, Tao 
Song

Chairman of Nepal 
Communist Party, Pushpa 
Kamal Dahal

Inter-party/bilateral 
cooperation

https://www.idcpc.org.
cn/bzhd/wshd/201912/
t20191216_115520.html

September 
20, 2018

Meeting Political/party 
affairs

Vice Chairman of IDCPC, 
Hongshan Qian

Delegation of Nepal 
Communist Party led by 
former vice PM  Narayan 
Kaji Shrestha

Inter-party/bilateral 
cooperation

https://www.idcpc.
org.cn/lldt/201912/
t20191216_115529.html

November 23, 
2018

Meeting Political/party 
affairs

Vice Chairman of IDCPC, 
Yezhou Guo

Permanent member of 
Central Commission of 
Nepal Communist Party, 
Subhas Nemwang

Bilateral relations and 
party cooperation

https://www.idcpc.
org.cn/lldt/201912/
t20191216_115642.html

February 26, 
2019

Meeting Political/party 
affairs

Vice Chairman of IDCPC, 
Yezhou Guo

Delegation of Nepal 
Communist Party

Bilateral relations/BRI The meeting is 
part of briefing 
on China's ethnic 
policy that took 
place in Xinjiang

https://www.idcpc.org.
cn/ztwy/hytl/ztxjh2019/
hj0227/201902/
t20190228_125551.html

April 1,  
2019

Meeting Political/party 
affairs

Vice Chairman of IDCPC, 
Yezhou Guo

Delegation of Nepal 
Communist Party

Bilateral relations and 
party cooperation

https://www.idcpc.
org.cn/lldt/201912/
t20191216_115814.html

April 10,  
2019

Seminar Political/party 
affairs

Central Party School Delegation sent by Nepal 
Communist Party

"Rule of Law within CCP" https://www.ccps.gov.
cn/bmxw/201904/
t20190410_130862.
shtml

July 4, 2019 Meeting Political/party 
affairs

Chairman of IDCPC, Tao 
Song

Foreign minister Pradeep 
Kumar Gyawali

Inter-party/bilateral 
cooperation/territorial 
integrity

Song Tao: CPC 
supports Nepal 
to protect terri-
torial integrity 
and maintain the 
independence of 
foreign policy

https://www.idcpc.org.
cn/bzhd/wshd/201912/
t20191216_115945.html

September 
2019

Meeting Political/party 
affairs

Chairman of IDCPC, Tao 
Song

President, PM, Secretary of 
Communist Party

Bilateral relations/party 
cooperation

https://www.idcpc.
org.cn/ztwy/zytz/
tyn2019_1/fwjj/201909/
t20190925_123034.html

September 
2019

Meeting Political/party 
affairs

Chairman of IDCPC, Tao 
Song

President, PM, Secretary of 
Communist Party

Bilateral relations/party 
cooperation

https://www.idcpc.
org.cn/ztwy/zytz/
tyn2019_1/fwjj/201909/
t20190925_123034.html

October 25, 
2019

Meeting Political/party 
affairs

Vice president of Central 
Party School, Zhanmin 
Zhen

Principal of Nepal 
Communist Party school, 
who is also vice PM and 
head of DoD

Cooperation between two 
parties

Officials from 
CPC International 
Department 
(IDCPC) also 
attended

https://www.ccps.
gov.cn/bmpd/gjhzb/
xwdt/201910/
t20191025_135176.shtml

April 2020 Video 
conference

COVID-19 IDCPC Secretary of Nepal 
Communist Party

Experience on fighting 
against COVID-19

Other party 
leaders across 
Asia attended the 
conference

https://www.idcpc.org.
cn/bzhd/wshd/202004/
t20200430_138441.html

April 29, 
2020

Video 
conference

COVID-19 IDCPC officials/ Public 
health experts

Nepal Communist Party 
leaders/public health 
experts

Shared experience on 
fighting against COVID-19/ 
Inter-party cooperation/
bilateral relations

https://www.idcpc.org.
cn/bzhd/wshd/202004/
t20200430_138441.html

NEPAL (continued)
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NEPAL (continued)

Date Type Topic China Nepal Content Note Source

June 19,  
2020

Video 
seminar

Political/party 
affairs

Chairman of IDCPC Tao 
Song, Secretary of CCP of 
Tibet Yingjie Wu

Chairman and Secretary of 
Nepal Communist Party, 
Pushpa Kamal Dahal and 
Giriraj Mani Pokharel

Party/statecraft https://www.idcpc.org.
cn/bzhd/wshd/202006/
t20200620_138901.html

September 
30, 2020

Video 
conference

Political/party 
affairs

Chairman of IDCPC, Tao 
Song

Secretary of Nepal 
Communist Party

Socialism under COVID-19 15 left-wing 
parties leaders 
from South Asia 
also attended

https://www.idcpc.org.
cn/bzhd/wshd/202009/
t20200930_140242.html

October 20, 
2020

Video 
conference

Political/party 
affairs

Chairman of IDCPC Tao 
Song, Secretary of CCP of 
Tibet Yingjie Wu

Chairman of Federal 
Parliament of Nepal, 
Chairman of Nepal 
Communist Party, Party 
leader of Nepal Socialist 
Party

Party communication 
mechanism on China-Nepal 
cooperation over 
Himalayas network 

https://www.idcpc.org.
cn/bzhd/wshd/202010/
t20201020_140474.html

November 3, 
2020

Meeting Political/party 
affairs

Vice Chairman of IDCPC, 
Yezhou Guo

Ambassador to China https://www.idcpc.
org.cn/lldt/202011/
t20201104_140567.html

December 11, 
2020

Video 
conference

Political/party 
affairs

Ambassador to Nepal, 
Yanqi Hou; Chairman of 
Foreign Affairs Office of 
Tibet, vice president of 
Tibet Party School

Young officials 6th seminar for Nepali 
young officials

http://np.chineseem-
bassy.org/chn/xwdt/
t1839498.htm

January 28, 
2021

Meeting Political/party 
affairs

Vice Chairman of IDCPC, 
Yezhou Guo

Nepali Ambassador to 
China

Discussed inter-party 
cooperation/bilateral 
relations

 https://www.idcpc.
org.cn/lldt/202101/
t20210129_141301.html

Appendix 7    China–Focus Country Interactions Between Governments and Political Parties



112   |   China’s Influence in South Asia

Date Type Topic China Bangladesh Content Note Source

December 2, 
2017

Meeting Political affairs Assistant to Chairman of 
IDCPC, Yajun Wang

Secretary of Bangladesh 
Peace Council 

Bilateral relations Former Australian 
foreign minister 
Bob Carr also 
attended

https://www.idcpc.
org.cn/lldt/201912/
t20191216_115078.html

December 
7–8, 2017

Meeting Party/political 
affairs

Delegation of CPC 
officials led by Assistant to 
Chairman of IDCPC, Yajun 
Zhou

General Secretary of 
Awami League, Obaidul 
Quader and Chairperson of 
Nationalist Party, Khaleda 
Zia/other politicians, 
journalists, think tanks, 
and business/labor 
associations

Introduce the results of 
19th National Congress 
of CCP

https://www.idcpc.
org.cn/lldt/201912/
t20191216_115099.html

February 25, 
2019

Meeting Party/political 
affairs

Vice Chairman of IDCPC, 
Yazhou Guo

Vice speaker of parliament/
leader of Awami League 

Inter-party cooperation/
bilateral relations/BRI

The meeting is 
part of briefing 
on China's ethnic 
policy that took 
place in Xinjiang

https://www.idcpc.
org.cn/lldt/201912/
t20191216_115748.html

March 21, 
2019

Meeting Party/political 
affairs

Chairman of IDCPC, Tao 
Song 

Leader of Awami League/
PM Sheikh Hasina

Inter-party cooperation/
bilateral relations/BRI

https://www.idcpc.org.
cn/bzhd/wshd/201912/
t20191216_115790.html

March 22, 
2019

Meeting Party/political 
affairs

Chairman of IDCPC, Tao 
Song 

Deputy general secretary 
of Awami League

Inter-party cooperation/
bilateral relations/BRI

https://www.idcpc.org.
cn/bzhd/wshd/201912/
t20191216_115792.html

March 22, 
2019

Meeting Party/political 
affairs

Chairman of IDCPC, Tao 
Song 

Left wing party leaders in 
opposition

Inter-party cooperation/
bilateral relations/BRI

https://www.idcpc.org.
cn/bzhd/wshd/201912/
t20191216_115791.html

July 5, 2019 Meeting Party/political 
affairs

Chairman of IDCPC, Tao 
Song 

Leader of Awami League/
PM Sheikh Hasina

Inter-party cooperation/
bilateral relations/BRI

https://www.idcpc.org.
cn/bzhd/wshd/201912/
t20191216_115946.html

September 6, 
2019

Meeting Party/political 
affairs

Vice Chairman of IDCPC, 
Yazhou Guo

President of Workers Party 
Rashed Khan Menon

Inter-party cooperation/
bilateral relations/BRI

https://www.idcpc.
org.cn/lldt/201912/
t20191216_116022.html

February 4, 
2020

Phone call COVID-19 Chinese Ambassador to 
Bangladesh, Jiming Li 

Foreign Minister Momen, 
Foreign Secretary, 
Permanent Secretary of 
Health and Family Welfare

Introduced the situation of 
COVID-19 in China

http://bd.chineseem-
bassy.org/chn/dshd/
t1739927.htm

February 26, 
2020

Media COVID-19 Chinese Ambassador to 
Bangladesh, Jiming Li 

Minister of Health and 
Family Welfare, Zahid 
Maleque

Press conference about 
COVID-19 and bilateral 
cooperation on COVID-19

http://bd.chineseem-
bassy.org/chn/dshd/
t1749538.htm

March 23, 
2020

Meeting COVID-19 Chinese Ambassador to 
Bangladesh, Jiming Li 

Minister of Health and 
Family Welfare, Zahid 
Maleque

Discussed the cooperation 
between the two countries 
during the pandemic 

http://bd.chineseem-
bassy.org/chn/dshd/
t1759972.htm

April 7,  
2020

Phone call Political affairs Foreign Minister Wang Foreign Minister Momen Bilateral relations/COVID/
Rakhine State Problem

http://bd.chineseem-
bassy.org/chn/dshd/
t1767275.htm

April 2020 Video 
conference

COVID-19 Professor Wenhong Zhang Bangladesh Ministry of 
Health

Shared experience on 
fighting against COVID-19

http://bd.chineseem-
bassy.org/chn/zmjw/
t1774898.htm
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BANGLADESH (continued)

Date Type Topic China Bangladesh Content Note Source

May 19,  
2020

Video 
conference

COVID-19 Vice Chairman of IDCPC, 
Yazhou Guo, health offcials 
and experts from Hubei 

Senior officials of Awami 
League, Minister of 
government health and 
family welfare

COVID, economic recovery 
and BRI

https://www.idcpc.
org.cn/lldt/202005/
t20200520_138501.html

June 20, 
2020

Media COVID-19 Chinese Ambassador to 
Bangladesh, Jiming Li 

RTV/Minister of Health 
and Family Welfare, Zahid 
Maleque

Jointly interviewed by RTV 
about COVID-19/Chinese 
health experts delegation/
BRI 

http://bd.chineseem-
bassy.org/chn/dshd/
t1790776.htm

July 20,  
2020

Video 
conference

COVID-19/
Political/
Economic 
affairs

Chinese Ambassador to 
Bangladesh, Jiming Li 

Secretary of Ministry 
of Finance Economic 
Relations Bureau

COVID-19 and economic 
recovery

http://bd.chineseem-
bassy.org/chn/dshd/
t1799297.htm

July 22,  
2020

Video 
conference

COVID-19/
Political affairs

Chinese Ambassador to 
Bangladesh, Jiming Li 

Minister of Information, 
Muhammad Hasan 
Mahmud

Cooperation in media 
industry and COVID-19

http://bd.chineseem-
bassy.org/chn/dshd/
t1800155.htm

August 16, 
2020

Video 
conference

Political affairs Chinese Ambassador to 
Bangladesh, Jiming Li 

Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
AK Abdul Momen & 
Minister of Justice, Anisul 
Huq  

Participated in an memorial 
meeting for Sheikh Mujibur 
Rahman

Ambassadors 
from various 
countries also 
attended

http://bd.chineseem-
bassy.org/chn/dshd/
t1806738.htm

August 20, 
2020

Ceremony Cultural affairs/
COVID-19

Chinese Ambassador to 
Bangladesh, Jiming Li 

Bangladeshi people Awarded winners for 
China-Bangladesh Poster 
Competition 

http://bd.chineseem-
bassy.org/chn/dshd/
t1807728.htm

August 22, 
2020

Video 
conference

Political affairs Chinese Ambassador to 
Bangladesh, Jiming Li 

Center for Research and 
Information/Awami 
Leagues' officials/Minister 
of Foreign Affairs, AK  
Abdul Momen

Attended an online panel 
in memorial of Sheikh 
Mujibur Rahman

http://bd.chineseem-
bassy.org/chn/dshd/
t1808390.htm

September 3, 
2020

Meeting Political affairs Chinese Ambassador to 
Bangladesh, Jiming Li 

Chairman of Parliament's 
standing committee on 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
Muhammad Faruk Khan 

Cooperation in COVID-19 
and natural disaster

http://bd.chineseem-
bassy.org/chn/dshd/
t1811883.htm

September 11, 
2020

Meeting Political affairs Chinese Ambassador to 
Bangladesh, Jiming Li 

Chairman of Parliament's 
standing committee 
on Ministry of Housing 
and Public Works, Eng. 
Mosharraf Hossain

COVID-19 and 
infrastructure

http://bd.chineseem-
bassy.org/chn/dshd/
t1814227.htm

September 
28, 2020

Video 
conference

Political affairs Chinese Ambassador to 
Bangladesh, Jiming Li 

Bangladesh National 
Defense Academy

Delivered a speech about 
Chinese foreign policy 

Military officials 
from China, 
Bangladesh, 
Omen, Nigeria, 
Mali, Tanzania, 
India, Nepal, 
Saudi Arabia, 
Indonesia, Sri 
Lanka, Egypt, 
Pakistan, and 
other countries 
attended the 
event

http://bd.chineseem-
bassy.org/chn/dshd/
t1819545.htm
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September 
30, 2020

Video 
conference

Political/party 
affairs

Chinese Ambassador to 
Bangladesh, Jiming Li 

Leaders of Bangladesh 
Communist Party (Marxist-
Leninist), Labor Party, 
Bangladesh Nationalist 
Party, Jatiya Samajtantrik 
Dal

Delivered a speech 
about CCP's reign and 
accomplishment

http://bd.chineseem-
bassy.org/chn/dshd/
t1820498.htm

October 4, 
2020

Media Political affairs President Xi, Premier Li and 
Foreign Minister Wang

President Hamid and PM 
Hasina

Published messages of 
leaders from each country 
on 45th anniversary of 
establishing diplomatic 
relationship

http://bd.chineseem-
bassy.org/chn/zmjw/
t1822410.htm

October 11, 
2020

Meeting COVID-19/
Political/
Economic 
affairs

Chinese Ambassador to 
Bangladesh, Jiming Li 

Minister of Foreign affairs, 
Momen

Political, economic, and 
cultural cooperation after 
the pandemic

http://bd.chineseem-
bassy.org/chn/dshd/
t1823194.htm

October 13, 
2020

Meeting Economic 
affairs

Chinese Ambassador to 
Bangladesh, Jiming Li

Minister of Posts, 
Telecommunications and 
Information Technology, 
Mustafa Jabbar

Potential cooperation in 
information technology

http://bd.chineseem-
bassy.org/chn/dshd/
t1823491.htm

October 14, 
2020

Video 
conference

Economic 
affairs

Chinese Ambassador to 
Bangladesh, Jiming Li 

Minister of Railway, Md. 
Nurul Islam Sujon

Current situation and 
future of Joint railway 
projects

http://bd.chineseem-
bassy.org/chn/dshd/
t1824047.htm

October 22, 
2020

Phone call Political affairs Foreign Minister Wang Yi Foreign Minister Momen Bilateral relations/BRI/
COVID-19/Rakhine State 
Problem

Both sides agree 
to establish a 
trilateral working 
group with 
Myanmar

http://bd.chineseem-
bassy.org/chn/zmjw/
t1826451.htm

November 24, 
2020

Video 
conference

Economic 
affairs

Chinese Ambassador to 
Bangladesh, Jiming Li 

Permanent Secretary of 
Ministry of Road Transport 
and Bridges

Ongoing and potential 
infrastructure project

http://bd.chineseem-
bassy.org/chn/dshd/
t1835834.htm

December 31, 
2020

Video 
conference

COVID-19 Chinese Ambassador to 
Bangladesh, Jiming Li 

Minister of Health and 
Family Welfare, Zahid 
Maleque

Cooperation during the 
pandemic

http://bd.chineseem-
bassy.org/chn/dshd/
t1843893.htm

January 10, 
2021

Video 
conference

Political/party 
affairs

Chinese Ambassador to 
Bangladesh, Jiming Li 

Leaders of Bangladesh 
Communist Party(Marxist-
Leninist), Communist 
Party, Labor Party, 
Bangladesh Nationalist 
Party, Jatiya Samajtantrik 
Dal, Former Ambassador to 
China, Editor of Financial 
Express

Delivered a speech about 
5th meeting of 19th CCP 
Central Committee

http://bd.chineseem-
bassy.org/chn/dshd/
t1845458.htm

February 1, 
2021

Video 
conference

Political/party 
affairs

Chinese Ambassador to 
Bangladesh, Jiming Li 

Foreign Minister Momen Attened a seminar about 
2th anniversary of Awami's 
League administration

Diplomats from 
India, North 
Korea, Vietnam, 
Turkey also 
attended the 
event

http://bd.chineseem-
bassy.org/chn/dshd/
t1849980.htm

February 9, 
2021

Video 
conference

Economic 
affairs

Chinese Ambassador to 
Bangladesh, Jiming Li 

Permanent Secretary 
of Ministry of Diaster 
Management and Relief

Ceremony for Chinese 
donation of foods to 
Bangladesh

http://bd.chineseem-
bassy.org/chn/dshd/
t1847545.htm
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February 9, 
2021

Video 
conference

Culture affairs Chinese Ambassador to 
Bangladesh, Jiming Li 

Minister of Commerce Tipu 
Munshi

Launch event for 
Bangladesh-China 
Friendship Exhibition 
Center

http://bd.chineseem-
bassy.org/chn/dshd/
t1852942.htm

March 10, 
2021

Meeting Political affairs/
COVID-19

Chinese Ambassador to 
Bangladesh, Jiming Li 

Foreign Minister Momen Celebrated the 50th 
anniversary of the indepen-
dence of Bangladesh and 
discussed the cooperation 
on vaccines

http://bd.chineseem-
bassy.org/chn/dshd/
t1859947.htm

BANGLADESH (continued)

SRI LANKA

Date Type Topic China Sri Lanka Content Note Source

March 1,  
2016

Meeting Party/political 
affairs

Chairman of IDCPC, Tao 
Song 

Delegation of United 
National Party led by 
Samarawickrema

Inter-party coopera-
tion/21st century maritime 
silk road

https://www.idcpc.org.
cn/bzhd/wshd/201912/
t20191216_114035.html

April 7,  
2016

Meeting Party/political 
affairs

Chairman of IDCPC, Tao 
Song 

Leader of United 
National Party/PM Ranil 
Wickramasinghe

Inter-party cooperation https://www.idcpc.org.
cn/bzhd/wshd/201912/
t20191216_114095.html

May 31,  
2016

Meeting Party/political 
affairs

Chairman of IDCPC, Tao 
Song 

General Secretary of 
United National Party Kabir 
Hashim

Bilateral relations/South 
China Sea

Song Tao: 
China insists on 
using bilateral 
negotiation to 
solve territorial 
disputes peace-
fully. Hashim: 
Regional (SCS) 
issues should be 
solved by regional 
countries and not 
be interfered by 
countries outside 
the region. China 
should use 
bilateral channel 
to negotiate.

https://www.idcpc.org.
cn/bzhd/wshd/201912/
t20191216_114219.html

November 30, 
2016

Meeting Party/political 
affairs

Chairman of IDCPC, Tao 
Song 

Former president Mahinda 
Rajapaksa

Maritime silk road https://www.idcpc.org.
cn/bzhd/wshd/201912/
t20191216_114534.html

February 24, 
2017

Meeting Political affairs Chairman of IDCPC, Tao 
Song 

President Sirisena and PM 
Wickremesinghe

Bilateral relations/BRI https://www.idcpc.org.
cn/bzhd/wshd/201912/
t20191216_114635.html

June 30,  
2017

Meeting Party/political 
affairs

Vice Chairman of IDCPC, 
Xiaosong Zheng 

Delegation of United 
National Party led by Kabir 
Hashim

Inter-party/bilateral 
cooperation/BRI

https://www.idcpc.
org.cn/lldt/201912/
t20191216_114830.html
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September 12, 
2017

Meeting Party/political 
affairs

Vice Chairman of IDCPC, 
Xiaosong Zheng 

Delegation of United 
National Party led by 
Minister of government's 
land and parliament reform 
affairs 

Inter-party/bilateral 
cooperation/BRI

https://www.idcpc.
org.cn/lldt/201912/
t20191216_114929.html

September 15, 
2017

Meeting Party/political 
affairs

Assistant to Chairman of 
IDCPC, Yajun Wang 

Delegation of parliament 
members

BRI https://www.idcpc.
org.cn/lldt/201912/
t20191216_114937.html

December 12–15, 
2017

Meeting Party/political 
affairs

Delegation of CCP 
officials led by Assistant to 
Chairman of IDCPC, Yajun 
Zhou 

PM Wickremesinghe, 
General Secretary of 
United National Party Kabir 
Hashim/other politicians, 
media outlets, think tanks

Introduce the results of 
19th National Congress 
of CCP

https://www.idcpc.
org.cn/lldt/201912/
t20191216_115115.html

May 26,  
2018

Meeting Party/political 
affairs

Vice Chairman of IDCPC, 
Yezhou Guo 

Vice General Secretary of 
Sri Lanka Freedom Party

Inter-party/bilateral 
cooperation/SCO

https://www.idcpc.
org.cn/lldt/201912/
t20191216_115300.html

August 2,  
2018

Meeting Party/political 
affairs

Delegation of CCP officials 
led by Vice Chairman of 
IDCPC, Yezhou Guo 

PM Wickremesinghe and 
leaders of Freedom Party 
and People's Front

Inter-party/bilateral 
cooperation

https://www.idcpc.
org.cn/lldt/201912/
t20191216_115436.html

October 10,  
2018

Meeting Party/political 
affairs

Vice Chairman of IDCPC, 
Yezhou Guo 

Minister of Ports and 
Shipping/Vice President 
of Freedom Party Mahinda 
Samarasinghe

Inter-party/bilateral 
cooperation/BRI

https://www.idcpc.
org.cn/lldt/201912/
t20191216_115550.html

June 25,  
2019

Meeting Party/political 
affairs

Vice Chairman of IDCPC, 
Yezhou Guo 

Delegation of United 
National Party's officials 

Inter-party/bilateral 
cooperation/BRI/terrorist 
attack in Sri Lanka

https://www.idcpc.
org.cn/lldt/201912/
t20191216_115926.html

December 18, 
2019

Meeting Party/political 
affairs

Chairman of IDCPC, Tao 
Song 

Leader of United National 
Party/Speaker of the 
Parliament Karu Jayasuriya

Inter-party/bilateral 
cooperation/BRI

https://www.idcpc.org.
cn/bzhd/wshd/201912/
t20191220_121890.html

January 31, 
2020

Meeting COVID-19 Chinese Ambassador to Sri 
Lanka, Xueyuan Cheng

PM Mahinda Rajapaksa http://lk.chineseembassy.
org/chn/xwdt/t1737996.
htm

February 7, 
2020

Meeting COVID-19 Chinese Ambassador to Sri 
Lanka, Xueyuan Cheng

Leader of United National 
Party Wickremesinghe

Wickremesinghe: 
“United National 
Party will firmly 
support China 
in Parliament 
and other 
circumstances.”

http://lk.chineseembassy.
org/chn/xwdt/t1739563.
htm

February 9, 
2020

Meeting COVID-19 Chinese Ambassador to Sri 
Lanka, Xueyuan Cheng and 
other Chinese diplomats

Secretary to the President, 
Punchi Banda Jayasundara

Talked about COVID-19 
and China-Sri Lanka joint 
projects

http://lk.chineseembassy.
org/chn/xwdt/t1742588.
htm

February 13, 
2020

Meeting COVID-19 Chinese Ambassador to Sri 
Lanka, Xueyuan Cheng

A representative of 
Muslims in Sri Lanka and 
a Muslim MP from United 
National Party

In addition 
COVID-19, 
Ambassador 
Cheng also 
introduced 
Chinese policies 
on Muslim 
minority

http://lk.chineseembassy.
org/chn/xwdt/t1744288.
htm

February 18, 
2020

Meeting COVID-19/other 
cooperation

Chinese Ambassador to Sri 
Lanka, Xueyuan Cheng

Governor of the Eastern 
Province, Anuradha 
Yahampath

Talked about COVID-19 and 
BRI projects

http://lk.chineseembassy.
org/chn/xwdt/t1746219.
htm
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February 24, 
2020

Ceremony Economic 
affairs

Chinese Ambassador 
to Sri Lanka, Xueyuan 
Cheng; Representatives of 
financial institutions and 
construction companies

President Gotabaya 
Rajapaksa, PM Mahinda 
Rajapaksa, and other 
ministers 

Celebrated the opening 
of Southern Highway 
extension

http://lk.chineseembassy.
org/chn/xwdt/t1748563.
htm

February 29, 
2020

Meeting Political affairs Chinese Ambassador to Sri 
Lanka, Xueyuan Cheng

President Gotabaya 
Rajapaksa, PM Mahinda 
Rajapaksa, Karu Jayasuriya, 
Ranil Wickremesinghe, and 
other influential politicians

Hosted farewell events for 
Ambassador Cheng

http://lk.chineseembassy.
org/chn/xwdt/t1750829.
htm

March 5,  
2020

Meeting Political affairs Charge d'affaires, Wei Hu PM Mahinda Rajapaksa 
with some other 
government officials

Talked about economic 
cooperation and  other 
issues 

http://lk.chineseembassy.
org/chn/xwdt/t1752404.
htm

March 13 and  
23, 2020

Meeting COVID-19 Charge d'affaires, Wei Hu Minister of Health, Pavithra 
Wanniarachchi

Exchanged information 
about the pandemic

http://lk.chineseembassy.
org/chn/xwdt/t1755375.
htm http://lk.chinese-
embassy.org/chn/xwdt/
t1759648.htm

March 18, 
2020

Meeting Economic 
affairs/
COVID-19

Charge d'affaires, Wei Hu; 
Vice president of National 
Development Bank, Xin Ma 

PM Mahinda Rajapaksa Signed the contract of 500 
million USD assistance loan 

http://lk.chineseembassy.
org/chn/xwdt/t1757622.
htm

April 24,  
2020

Meeting COVID-19 Charge d'affaires, Wei Hu Foreign minister Dinesh 
Gunawardena

Exchanged information 
about the pandemic

http://lk.chineseembassy.
org/chn/xwdt/t1773372.
htm

April 29, 
2020

Meeting COVID-19/
political affairs

Charge d'affaires, Wei Hu President Gotabaya 
Rajapaksa

Condemned the 
politicization and 
stigmatization of 
COVID-19

http://lk.chineseembassy.
org/chn/xwdt/t1774915.
htm

May 13, 
2020

Phone call COVID-19/
political and 
economic 
affairs

President Xi President Gotabaya 
Rajapaksa

Talked about COVID-19 
and BRI

http://lk.chineseembassy.
org/chn/xwdt/t1779003.
htm

May 23, 
2020

Meeting COVID-19/
political and 
economic 
affairs

Charge d'affaires, Wei Hu PM Mahinda Rajapaksa Economic cooperation and 
recovery after the civil war

http://lk.chineseembassy.
org/chn/xwdt/t1781600.
htm

June 2,  
2020

Meeting Economic 
affairs

Charge d'affaires, Wei Hu Chairman of Ceylon Electric 
Board

Talked about cooperation 
in electric industry

http://lk.chineseembassy.
org/chn/xwdt/t1785200.
htm

June 2,  
2020

Meeting Economic 
affairs

Charge d'affaires, Wei Hu Chairman of Sri Lanka Tea 
Bureau

Promotion of Tea from Sri 
Lanka in China

http://lk.chineseembassy.
org/chn/xwdt/t1785203.
htm

June 3,  
2020

Meeting Other 
cooperation

Charge d'affaires, Wei Hu Minister of higher 
education, technology 
and innovation, Bandula 
Gunawardane

Donated medical supplies 
and discussed potential 
cooperation on higher 
education

June 11,  
2020

Video 
conference

Party/political 
affairs

Chairman of IDCPC, Tao 
Song 

Leaders of People's Front, 
United National Party, 
Freedom Party, Communist 
Party and People's United 
Front

Established China-Sri Lanka 
inter-party conference 
on BRI

https://www.idcpc.org.
cn/bzhd/wshd/202006/
t20200612_138644.html

June 17,  
2020

Meeting Economic/
political affairs

Charge d'affaires, Wei Hu PM Mahinda Rajapaksa COVID-19 and bilateral 
trade/investment and 
other regional/ 
international issues

http://lk.chineseembassy.
org/chn/xwdt/t1789896.
htm
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June 18,  
2020

Meeting Economic/
political affairs

Charge d'affaires, Wei Hu President Gotabaya 
Rajapaksa

COVID-19 and bilateral 
trade/investment and 
other regional/internation-
al issues

http://lk.chineseembassy.
org/chn/xwdt/t1789981.
htm

June 30, 
2020

Meeting Economic 
affairs

Dongfang Electric 
Corporation

Ceylon Electric Board Signed a contract for 
constructing part of a 
hydropower station

This project was 
funded by Asian 
Development 
Bank and 
Dongfang Electric 
Corporation won 
the bid

https://finance.sina.
cn/2020-07-03/
detail-iirczym-
m0362720.d.htm-
l?cre=wappage&-
mod=r&loc=3&r=0&r-
func=19&tj=wap_news_
relate

July 2,  
2020

Meeting Party/political 
affairs

Charge d'affaires, Wei Hu Minister of Justice Judicial cooperation and 
bilateral relations

http://lk.chineseembassy.
org/chn/xwdt/t1794242.
htm

July 2,  
2020

Meeting Economic 
affairs

Charge d'affaires, Wei Hu Governor of the Central 
Bank of Sri Lanka, W. D. 
Lakshman

Economic and financial 
cooperation/economic 
recovery

http://lk.chineseembassy.
org/chn/xwdt/t1794244.
htm

July 3,  
2020

Meeting Economic/
political affairs

Charge d'affaires, Wei Hu Mayor of Colombo, Rosy 
Senanayake

Colombo Port/city 
management

http://lk.chineseembassy.
org/chn/xwdt/t1794593.
htm

July 14,  
2020

Meeting Political affairs Charge d'affaires, Wei Hu Former speaker of 
the parliament, Karu 
Jayasuriya

COVID-19 and bilateral 
relations

http://lk.chineseembassy.
org/chn/xwdt/t1797609.
htm

August 24,  
2020

Meeting Economic 
affairs

Charge d'affaires, Wei Hu State Minister of Money 
and Capital Market and 
State Enterprise Reforms

Finance, investment/ 
Colombo Port and 
Hambanthota 
Comprehensive 
Development 

http://lk.chineseembassy.
org/chn/xwdt/t1808742.
htm

August 24,  
2020

Meeting Economic 
affairs

Charge d'affaires, Wei Hu Minister of education, 
Gamini Lakshman Peiris 

Vocational training/BRI Peiris: "Education 
and vocational 
training is crucial 
for national 
projects like 
Colombo Port and 
Hambanthota 
Comprehensive 
Development. Sri 
Lanka expects 
China to provide 
more assistance 
in this area."

http://lk.chineseembassy.
org/chn/xwdt/t1808838.
htm

August 25,  
2020

Meeting Economic 
affairs

Charge d'affaires, Wei Hu Minister of Trade, Bandula 
Gunawardena

Bilateral trade, 
E-commerce, investment

http://lk.chineseembassy.
org/chn/xwdt/t1809211.
htm

August 26,  
2020

Video 
conference

Party/political 
affairs

Chairman of IDCPC, Tao 
Song 

Leaders of People's Front, 
including G. L. Peiris, 
Sagara Kariyawasam and 
Basil Rajapaksa

Inter-party/bilateral 
cooperation/BRI

https://www.idcpc.org.
cn/bzhd/wshd/202008/
t20200826_139610.html

August 27,  
2020

Meeting Economic 
affairs

Charge d'affaires, Wei Hu Minister of Health, Pavithra 
Wanniarachchi/Permanent 
Secretary of Ministry 
of Health, Sanjeewa 
Munasinghe

COVID-19 http://lk.chineseembassy.
org/chn/xwdt/t1809735.
htm
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SRI LANKA (continued)

Date Type Topic China Sri Lanka Content Note Source

August 28,  
2020

Meeting Party/political 
affairs

Charge d'affaires, Wei Hu Speaker of the Parliament, 
Mahinda Yapa 
Abeywardena

Bilateral relations http://lk.chineseembassy.
org/chn/xwdt/t1809972.
htm

August 28,  
2020

Meeting Economic 
affairs

Charge d'affaires, Wei Hu State Minister of Regional 
Cooperation, Tharaka 
Balasuriya

BRI/Colombo Port 
and Hambanthota 
Comprehensive 
Development

http://lk.chineseembassy.
org/chn/xwdt/t1810198.
htm

September 3, 
2020

Meeting Economic/
political affairs

Charge d'affaires, Wei Hu Governor of the Eastern 
Province, Anuradha 
Yahampath

Local cooperation, BRI, 
poverty alleviation

http://lk.chineseembassy.
org/chn/xwdt/t1811574.
htm

September 12, 
2020

Meeting Other 
cooperation

Charge d'affaires, Wei Hu Minister of Youth and 
Sports, Namal Rajapaksa

Sports-industry 
cooperation

September 16, 
2020

Meeting Economic/
political affairs

Charge d'affaires, Wei Hu Secretary to PM and other 
officials in PM office

Chinese investment 
projects in Sri Lanka

http://lk.chineseembassy.
org/chn/xwdt/t1815415.
htm

September 16, 
2020

Meeting Economic/
political affairs

Charge d'affaires, Wei Hu Incoming Sri Lanka 
Ambassador to China, 
Palitha Kohona

Bilateral relations/BRI http://lk.chineseembassy.
org/chn/xwdt/t1815416.
htm

September 21, 
2020

Meeting Economic 
affairs

Charge d'affaires, Wei Hu State Minister of Money 
and Capital Market and 
State Enterprise Reforms, 
Ajith Nivard Cabraal

Finance, investment/big 
cooperation projects

http://lk.chineseembassy.
org/chn/xwdt/t1816630.
htm

September 23, 
2020

Meeting Party/political 
affairs

Charge d'affaires, Wei Hu New General Secretary of 
Sri Lanka Communist Party, 
Dr. G. Weerasinghe

Bilateral/interparty 
cooperation, international/
regional issues

http://lk.chineseembassy.
org/chn/xwdt/t1817435.
htm

September 23, 
2020

Meeting COVID-19 Charge d'affaires, Wei Hu Minister of Health, Pavithra 
Wanniarachchi/Permanent 
Secretary of Ministry 
of Health, Sanjeewa 
Munasinghe

COVID-19 and border 
opening

http://lk.chineseembassy.
org/chn/xwdt/t1817439.
htm

October 9,  
2020

Meeting COVID-19/
Political affairs

Member of CPC Central 
Politburo, Jiechi Yang

President Gotabaya 
Rajapaksa and PM 
Mahinda Rajapaksa

COVID-19/BRI China announced 
a 90 million USD 
assistance to Sri 
Lanka several 
days after the 
meeting

http://www.
xinhuanet.com/2020-
10/09/c_1126586823.htm

October 12, 
2020

Meeting Economic 
affairs

Charge d'affaires, Wei Hu 
/Head of Bank of China in 
Colombo, Chuan Wang

Minister of Energy, Udaya 
Gammanpila

Increasing investment 
in Sri Lanka's petroleum 
industry

http://lk.chineseembassy.
org/chn/xwdt/t1823334.
htm

October 13, 
2020

Meeting Political affairs Charge d'affaires, Wei Hu Head of PM office Bilateral relations http://lk.chineseembassy.
org/chn/xwdt/t1823635.
htm

October 14, 
2020

Ceremony Economic 
affairs

Charge d'affaires, Wei Hu Minister of Water Supply, 
Vasudeva Nanayakkara

Signed the supplementary 
text for MoU on Chinese 
Academy of Science-
Ministry of Water Supply 
Cooperation 

The original MoU 
was signed in 
2015. Since then, 
China helped Sri 
Lanka construct 
water purification 
facilities and 
train graduate 
students from Sri 
Lanka.

http://lk.chineseembassy.
org/chn/xwdt/t1823977.
htm
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Date Type Topic China Sri Lanka Content Note Source

October 14, 
2020

Meeting Economic 
affairs

Chinese Embassy in Sri 
Lanka

Ministry of Foreign 
Relations/IT companies

Sino-Sri Lanka cooperation 
in IT industry

http://lk.chineseembassy.
org/chn/xwdt/t1824296.
htm

October 16, 
2020

Meeting Economic 
affairs

Charge d'affaires, Wei Hu State Minister of Money 
and Capital Market and 
State Enterprise Reforms, 
Ajith Nivard Cabraal/ 
President of the Central 
Bank, W. D. Lakshman

Finance, investment/ 
Colombo Port and 
Hambanthota 
Comprehensive 
Development 

http://lk.chineseembassy.
org/chn/xwdt/t1824578.
htm

October 20, 
2020

Meeting Economic 
affairs

Charge d'affaires, Wei Hu Incoming Sri Lanka 
Ambassador to China, 
Palitha Kohona

3rd China International 
Export-Import Expo, 
bilateral trade

http://lk.chineseembassy.
org/chn/xwdt/t1825448.
htm

November 4, 
2020

Video 
conference

Party/political 
affairs

Chairman of IDCPC, Tao 
Song /CCP Secretary of 
Hainan Province, Cigui Liu

Speaker of the Parliament, 
Mahinda Yapa 
Abeywardena, Minister of 
Education G.L. Peiris and 
other leaders of People's 
Front

Senior seminar on party/
state craft

https://www.idcpc.org.
cn/bzhd/wshd/202011/
t20201104_140572.html

November 19, 
2020

Ceremony Economic 
affairs

Chinese Ambassador to Sri 
Lanka, Zhenhong Qi

PM Mahinda Rajapaksa, 
Minister of Youths and 
Sports, State Minister of 
Money and Capital Market

Signed the contract of 
Ceylon Tire Factory in 
Hambanthota Port

Phase one 
investment 
estimates to have 
300 million USD 
of fund

http://lk.chineseembassy.
org/chn/xwdt/t1833851.
htm

November 24, 
2020

Video 
conference

Economic/
political affairs

Vice Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, Zhaohui Luo/
Chinese Ambassador to Sri 
Lanka, Zhenhong Qi

Secretary of Ministry of 
Foreign Relations

COVID-19, economic  
recovery, cultural 
exchange, security 
cooperation

http://lk.chineseembassy.
org/chn/xwdt/t1834997.
htm

November 24, 
2020

Meeting COVID-19 Chinese Ambassador to Sri 
Lanka, Zhenhong Qi

Minister of Health, Pavithra 
Wanniarachchi

http://lk.chineseembassy.
org/chn/xwdt/t1835000.
htm

December 2, 
2020

Meeting Economic/
political affairs

Chinese Ambassador to Sri 
Lanka, Zhenhong Qi

Minister of Foreign 
Relations, Dinesh 
Gunawardena

COVID-19, agriculture, 
tourism, trade, multilateral 
cooperation, and joint 
projects

http://lk.chineseembassy.
org/chn/xwdt/t1837282.
htm

December 7, 
2020

Meeting Party/political 
affairs

Chinese Ambassador to Sri 
Lanka, Zhenhong Qi

Former president Sirisena COVID-19/bilateral 
relations

http://lk.chineseembassy.
org/chn/xwdt/t1838340.
htm

December 14, 
2020

Video 
conference

Economic 
affairs/
education

Chinese Ambassador to 
Sri Lanka, Zhenhong Qi/
Huawei Sri Lanka

Minister of Education, G. 
L. Peiris

Opening of Huawei Sri 
Lanka's training program 
“Future Seed”

http://lk.chineseembassy.
org/chn/xwdt/t1840022.
htm

December 15, 
2020

Meeting Party/political 
affairs

Chinese Ambassador to Sri 
Lanka, Zhenhong Qi

Speaker of the Parliament, 
Mahinda Yapa 
Abeywardena

Legislation cooperation http://lk.chineseembassy.
org/chn/xwdt/t1840306.
htm

December 17, 
2020

Ceremony Economic 
affairs

Chinese Ambassador to Sri 
Lanka, Zhenhong Qi/China 
Harbor Engineering

State Minister of Money 
and Capital Market, 
Ajith Nivard Cabraal/
LOLC Consortium, Brown 
Investment

Signed agreement on 
Colombo International 
Financial Center

http://lk.chineseembassy.
org/chn/xwdt/t1840960.
htm
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SRI LANKA (continued)

Date Type Topic China Sri Lanka Content Note Source

January 12,  
2021

Ceremony Culture affairs Chinese Ambassador to Sri 
Lanka, Zhenhong Qi

PM Mahinda Rajapaksa Donated a set of Huawei 
Smart Classroom solution 
for a middle school that is 
PM Mahinda Rajapaksa's 
old school

http://lk.chineseembassy.
org/chn/xwdt/t1845718.
htm

February 24, 
2021

Meeting Political affairs Chinese Ambassador to Sri 
Lanka, Zhenhong Qi

Minister of Foreign 
Relations, Dinesh 
Gunawardena

Exchanged greetings for 
the new year and discussed 
potential cooperation

http://lk.chineseembassy.
org/chn/xwdt/t1856202.
htm

February 24, 
2021

Meeting Political affairs Chinese Ambassador to Sri 
Lanka, Zhenhong Qi

President Gotabaya 
Rajapaksa

President expressed the 
gratitude to China for 
donating vaccines. Also 
discussed Chinese projects 
in Sri Lanka and other 
cooperation.

http://lk.chineseembassy.
org/chn/xwdt/t1856204.
htm
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MALDIVES

Date Type Topic China Maldives Content Note Source

February 13, 
2020

Meeting COVID-19 Chinese Ambassador to 
Maldives, Lizhong Zhang 

Minister of Health,  
Abdulla Ameen

Introduced Chinese fight 
against COVID-19

http://mv 
.chineseembassy.org/chn/
sgsd/t1745522.htm

March 5, 
2020

Meeting COVID-19 Chinese Ambassador to 
Maldives, Lizhong Zhang 

Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
Abdulla Shahid

Exchanged information 
about COVID-19

http://mv 
.chineseembassy.org/chn/
sgsd/t1757025.htm

March 17, 
2020

Meeting COVID-19 Chinese Ambassador to 
Maldives, Lizhong Zhang 

Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
Abdulla Shahid

Discussed potential 
cooperation on COVID-19

http://mv.chineseem-
bassy.org/chn/sgsd/
t1757025.htm

March 21, 
2020

Video 
conference

COVID-19 Chinese Health Experts Ministry of Health officials Participated in a video 
conference with health 
officials from Eurasian and 
South Asian countries on 
COVID-19

Participants came 
from Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan, 
Tajikistan,  
Turkmenistan, 
Uzbekistan, 
Russia, India, 
Ukraine, Pakistan, 
and Afghanistan

http://mv.chineseembas-
sy.org/chn/sgsd/t1759163.
htm

May 24, 
2020

Video 
conference

COVID-19 Chinese Ambassador to 
Maldives, Lizhong Zhang 

Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
Abdulla Shahid

COVID-19 and economic 
recovery

http://mv.chineseem-
bassy.org/chn/sgsd/
t1782905.htm

June 9,  
2020

Video 
conference

COVID-19 Chinese Ambassador to 
Maldives, Lizhong Zhang 

Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
Abdulla Shahid

Introduced Chinese 
Whitebook on COVID-19

http://mv.chineseem-
bassy.org/chn/sgsd/
t1787289.htm

July 13, 2020 Meeting Economic 
affairs

Chinese Ambassador to 
Maldives, Lizhong Zhang 

State Minister of Foreign 
Affairs

Discussed fast track for 
Chinese personnel and 
economic recovery

http://mv.chineseem-
bassy.org/chn/sgsd/
t1797389.htm
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Date Type Topic China Maldives Content Note Source

August 10, 
2020

Meeting Economic 
affairs

Chinese Ambassador to 
Maldives, Lizhong Zhang 

Minister of National 
Planning and 
Infrastructure, Mohamed 
Aslam

Signed contract of 
providing 5 sets of sea 
water desalination devices

http://mv.chineseem-
bassy.org/chn/sgsd/
t1805296.htm

September 7, 
2020

Meeting COVID-19/
political 
affairs

Chinese Ambassador to 
Maldives, Lizhong Zhang 

Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
Abdulla Shahid

Economic recovery, vaccine http://mv.chineseembas-
sy.org/chn/sgsd/t1812713.
htm

September 
15, 2020

Meeting COVID-19/
economic 
affairs

Chinese Ambassador to 
Maldives, Lizhong Zhang 

Minister of Tourism, Dr. 
Abdulla Mausoom

Tourism cooperation 
during and after the 
pandemic 

http://mv.chineseem-
bassy.org/chn/sgsd/
t1814996.htm

October 16, 
2020

Meeting COVID-19/
economic 
affairs

Chinese Ambassador to 
Maldives, Lizhong Zhang 

Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
Abdulla Shahid/Minister of 
Finance, Ibrahim Ameer

Cooperation on vaccine 
and BRI

http://mv.chineseem-
bassy.org/chn/sgsd/
t1824990.htm

October 18, 
2020

Meeting Economic 
affairs

Chinese Ambassador to 
Maldives, Lizhong Zhang 

Minister of Communication 
Science and Technology, 
Mohamed Maleeh Jamaal

Digitalization and Internet 
construction

http://mv.chineseem-
bassy.org/chn/sgsd/
t1824904.htm

November 
15, 2020

Meeting Party/political 
affairs

Chinese Ambassador to 
Maldives, Lizhong Zhang 

Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
Abdulla Shahid

Introduced the results of 
5th meeting of 19th CPC 
Central Commission

http://mv.chineseem-
bassy.org/chn/sgsd/
t1832657.htm

November 
25, 2020

Ceremony Economic 
affairs

Chinese Ambassador 
to Maldives, Lizhong 
Zhang /China Machinery 
Engineering Corporation

Ministry of National 
Planning and Infrastructure

Signed the contract for 
International Olympics 
Stadium

http://mv.chineseem-
bassy.org/chn/sgsd/
t1835850.htm

December 11, 
2020

Video 
conference

Political/
economic 
affairs

Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
Asia Department/Chinese 
Ambassador to Maldives

Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
China Affairs office/
Maldives Ambassador to 
China

COVID-19, economic 
cooperation, regional 
issues

http://mv.chineseem-
bassy.org/chn/sgsd/
t1839421.htm

December 
27, 2020

Meeting COVID-19 Chinese Ambassador to 
Maldives, Lizhong Zhang 

Minister of Health, Ahmed 
Naseem

http://mv.chineseem-
bassy.org/chn/sgsd/
t1842840.htm

January 12, 
2021

Ceremony Economic 
affairs

Chinese Ambassador to 
Maldives, Lizhong Zhang 

State Minister of Foreign 
Affairs

Attended the ceremony for 
the completion of a Chinese 
renovation project 

http://mv.chineseem-
bassy.org/chn/sgsd/
t1845821.htm

January 18, 
2021

Meeting Political/
economic 
affairs

Chinese Ambassador to 
Maldives, Lizhong Zhang 

Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
Abdulla Shahid

Discussed BRI and 
economic recovery after 
pandemic 

http://mv.chineseembas-
sy.org/chn/sgsd/t1846911.
htm

January 29, 
2021

Video 
conference

Political/
economic 
affairs

Vice Foreign Minister Luo 
Zhaohui

State Minister of Foreign 
Affairs

7th round of diplomatic 
negotiation/discussed 
bilateral cooperation

Some topics are 
worth noting: the 
implementation 
of FTA and debt 
relief

http://mv.chineseem-
bassy.org/chn/sgsd/
t1849588.htm

February 5, 
2021

Meeting Political 
affairs

Chinese Ambassador to 
Maldives, Lizhong Zhang 

Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
Abdulla Shahid

Introduced the human 
rights situation in Xinjiang

Foreign minister 
understood 
and supported 
Chinese stance on 
Xinjiang's issues

http://mv.chineseembas-
sy.org/chn/sgsd/t1851677.
htm

March 5, 
2021

Meeting Political 
affairs

Chinese Ambassador to 
Maldives, Lizhong Zhang 

Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
Abdulla Shahid

Introduced the accomplish-
ment of poverty reduction 
in China

http://mv.chineseembas-
sy.org/chn/sgsd/t1858817.
htm
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MULTILATERAL

Date Type Topic China Multilateral Content Source

July 8,  
2017

Meeting Party affairs Vice Chairman of IDCPC International Conference of 
Asian Political Parties

https://www.idcpc.org.cn/lldt/201912/
t20191216_114836.html

September 11, 
2017

Meeting Party/political 
affairs

Vice Chairman of IDCPC A group of party officials 
from 15 left-wing parties of 
Bangladesh, India, Nepal, 
and Sri Lanka

Meeting with participants 
of a seminar on left-wing 
party theory for party 
officials

https://www.idcpc.org.cn/lldt/201912/
t20191216_114926.html

November 5, 
2020

Video 
conference

Party affairs IDCPC Around 300 junior and 
senior officials of 16 parties 
from Myanmar, Malaysia, 
Nepal, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, 
Thailand, and Indonesia

Shared CPC's experience on 
developing rural areas

https://www.idcpc.org.cn/lldt/202011/
t20201106_140694.html

November 10, 
2020

Video 
conference

Political affairs Vice minister of foreign 
affairs

Vice ministers of foreign 
affairs from Pakistan, 
Nepal, Sri Lanka, and 
Bangladesh

Discussed the strategy on 
fighting against COVID-19/
BRI/supply chain

https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/web/
wjbxw_673019/t1831269.shtml

February 3,  
2021

Video 
conference

Climate Tibet Autonomous Region 
Government/Foreign 
Ministry of PRC

Representatives from 
Nepal, Bangladesh, and 
other countries, and 
international organizations

Pan-Himalaya 
International Cooperation 
Forum on Biological and 
Environmental Protection

https://www.sohu.
com/a/448503484_114731
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Appendix 8 

Chinese Projects in Focus Countries 

BANGLADESH

Project Name Location Sector Status Budget

Power Grid Network Strengthening Project Various parts of Bangladesh Energy Agreement $970 Million

Replacement of Overloaded Transformers (Power) Unknown Energy Verbal discussion/pledge $230 Million

System Loss Reduction Project (Power) Unknown Energy Verbal discussion/pledge $467.95 Million

Joydebpur-Ishwardi Double Line Railway Project Joydebpur-Ishwardi Transport, storage Agreement $1.04 Billion

Conversion of Akhaura-Sylhet Meter Gauge Line to 
Double Gauge Line

Akhaura-Sylhet Transport, storage Agreement $1.27 Billion

Joydebpur-Mymensingh-Jamalpur Double Gauge 
Line

Joydebpur-Mymensingh-
Jamalpur

Transport, storage Agreement $581.26 Million

Inland Container Depot near Dhirasram Railway 
Station

Dhirasram Transport, storage Feasibility study $200 Million

Dhaka-Ashulia Expressway Dhaka-Ashulia Transport, storage Agreement $1.15 Billion

Sitakunda-Cox’s Bazar Marine Drive Expressway Sitakunda-Cox’s Bazar Transport, storage Suspended $2.85 Billion

Marine Aquarium Cox’s Bazar Other social infrastructure  
and services

Completed
Unknown

Establishing Digital Connectivity Project Various parts of Bangladesh Communications Agreement $837 Million

Modernization of Telecommunication Network for 
Digital Connectivity Project

Various parts of Bangladesh Communications Construction $224.96 Million

Modernizing Rural & Urban Lives Through ICT 
Project

Various parts of Bangladesh Communications Construction $150 Million

National ICT Infra-Network Project (Info-Sarker) Various parts of Bangladesh Communications Construction Unknown

Rajshahi WASA Water Treatment Plant Rajshahi Water supply, sanitation Agreement $478 Million

Municipalities Water Supply, Sanitation, & Waste 
Management Project

Unknown
Water supply, sanitation

Unknown
$150 Million

Balancing, Modernization, Rehabilitations, & 
Expansion of the Public Sector Jute Mills

Various parts of Bangladesh Industry, mining, construction Suspended $280 Million

Chinese Economic and Industrial Zone, Chittagong Anowara Upazila Industry, mining, construction Agreement $221 Million

Six TV Stations of Bangladesh Television Project Khulna, Rajshahi, Rangpur, 
Barisal, Sylhet, and 
Mymensingh

Communications Agreement $125 Million

Mongla Port Expansion & Modernization Mongla, Bagerhat District Transport, storage Agreement $353.52 Million

Sonadia Deep Sea Port Sonadia Transport, storage Cancelled $14 Billion

Padma Bridge Rail Link Project Padma Bridge Transport, storage Construction $4.62 Billion

Concrete Sleeper Factory for PBRLP Bhanga, Faridpur Transport, storage Completed Unknown

Azsalaam Coal-Fired Power Station Project Chittagong Energy Construction $2.48 Billion

Dhaka Power Distribution Company Area Power 
System Network Expansion Project

Khulna Energy Agreement $1.4 Billion
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Multilane Road Tunnel Under Karnaphuli River Chattogram Transport, storage Construction $1.16 Billion

Padma Water Treatment Plant Project Jashaldia, Munshiganj Water supply, sanitation Completed $406 Million

Installation of Single-Point Mooring with Double 
Pipeline Project

Moheshkhali Island Energy Construction $550.67 Million

China-Bangladesh Friendship Bridge I Posthogola Transport, storage Completed Unknown

China-Bangladesh Friendship Bridge VI Munshiganj District Transport, storage Completed Unknown

China-Bangladesh Friendship Bridge VII Arial Khan crossing at 
Madaripur-Shariyatput-
Chadpur road

Transport, storage Completed $32.38 Million

China-Bangladesh Friendship Bridge VIII Kocha River, Potuakhali Transport, storage Construction $73.01 Million

China-Bangladesh Friendship Bridge IX Barguna Upzaila Amtali Transport, storage Agreement Unknown

China-Bangladesh Friendship Bridge X Patuakhali, Galachipa Upzaila Transport, storage Verbal discussion/pledge Unknown

Extension of Existing Underground Mining 
Operation of Barapukuria Coal mine

Parbatipur Upzila, Dinajpur Industry, mining, construction Feasibility study $256.41 Million

Pre-Payment Metering Project for the BPDB’s 
distribution Zone

Various parts of Bangladesh Energy Suspended
Unknown

Gazaria 350 MW Coal Fired Thermal Power Plant 
Project

Munshiganj Energy Suspended $433 Million

Dhaka-Chittagong Four lane Project Dhaka-Chittagong Transport, storage Completed $482 Million

Shahjalal Fertilizer Factory Fenchuganj, Sylhet Agriculture, forestry, fishing Completed $569.96 Million

Meter-Gauge passenger Coach Distribution Unknown Transport, storage Suspended Unknown

Third Meghna Bridge Unknown Transport, storage Agreement $2.71 Million

Patuakhali Power Station, Ashuganj Ashuganj Energy Cancelled $2 Billion

Dhaka Circular Waterway and Water Pollution 
Treatment Project

Dhaka Transport, storage/ 
water supply, sanitation

Verbal discussion/pledge $16.48 Million

Airport-Gazipur Bus Rapid Transit Gazipur-Airport Transport, storage Agreement $106.92 Million

BANGLADESH (continued)
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MALDIVES

Project Name Location Sector Status Budget

China-Maldives Friendship Bridge (CMFB) Male Transport, storage Completed USD 224.2 Million

Water Pipeline Through CMFB Male Water supply, sanitation Agreement Unknown

Fibre Optic Cable Through CMFB Male Communications Agreement Unknown

Velana Airport Upgrading Hulhule Island, North Male Atoll Transport, storage Construction USD 830 Million

Runway Hulhule Island, North Male Atoll Transport, storage Construction USD 400 Million

Seaplane Facilities and Velana International Airport 
Auxiliary Infrastructure

Hulhule Island, North Male Atoll Transport, storage
Unknown

USD 84.07 Million

Hulhumale Social Housing Project-7,000 Units Hulhumale Other social infrastructure  
and services

Construction USD 434 Million

1,000 Housing Units-Phase 1 of Urban Development 
Project

Hulhumale Other social infrastructure  
and services

Completed
Unknown

1,500 Housing Units / Maldives Housing Project 
Phase 2

Hulhumale Other social infrastructure  
and services

Construction
Unknown

Housing Phase 3
Unknown

Other social infrastructure  
and services

Construction
USD 187.5 Million

Gan-Funadhoo Road Between Gan & Funadhoo 
islands, Laamu Atoll

Transport, storage Construction
Unknown

1.5 Megawatt Solar Power Project Hulhumale Energy Agreement Unknown

Chinese Joint Marine Observatory Makunudhoo Island General environment 
protection

Suspended
Unknown

Fifth Power Development Project Hulhumale Energy Construction USD 79.94 Million

Greater Male Grid Connection Phase 1 Greater Male Energy Construction USD 44.46 Million

Link Road Connecting Hulhule and Hulhumale Hulhule-Hulhumale Transport, storage Construction USD 36.4 Million

Electricity System & Open Access Network of 
Hulhumale Phase 2

Hulhumale Energy
Unknown

USD 84 Million

2.5 Megawatt Hybrid Power Project Five Islands Energy Agreement Unknown
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NEPAL

Project Name Location Sector Status Budget

750 MW West Seti Hydropower Project Dhungad Energy Cancelled USD 1.8 Billion

Pokhara International Regional Airport Pokhara Transport, storage Construction USD 305 Million

Gautum Buddha International Airport Bhairahawa Transport, storage Construction USD 70 Million

Kerung-Kathmandu Cross Border Railway Kerung-Kathmandu Transport, storage Agreement USD 5.5 Billion

1,200 MW Budhigandaki Hydropower Project Ghyalchok, Gorkha District Energy Suspended USD 2.5 Billion

Kathmandu Ring Road Improvement Phase 1 Koteshwor-Kalanki Transport, storage Completed USD 43.18 Million

Kathmandu Ring Road Improvement Phase 2 Kalanki-Maharajgunj Transport, storage Agreement Unknown

Tatopani Frontier Inspection Station Project Tatopani Business and other services/ 
reconstruction relief, rehabil-
itation/disaster prevention, 
preparedness

Agreement

USD 13.71 Million

Timure Frontier Inspection Station Project Timure, Rasuwagadhi Business and other services Agreement Unknown

Syaprubensi-Rasuwagadhi Highway Repair and 
Improvement

Syaprubensi-Rasuwagadhi Transport, storage
Agreement

USD 37.88 Million

Upgrading and Renovation Project of Civil Service 
Hospital

Kathmandu Health
Construction

USD 10.94 Million

Araniko Highway Upgradation Panchkhal-Kodari Transport, storage Construction USD 12.12 Million

Xiarwa Boundary River Bridge Hilsa, Humla Transport, storage Agreement Unknown

Nepal-China Optical Fibre Link Project Various parts of Nepal. Communications Completed Unknown

Keyrong-Rasuwagadhi-Galchhi-Ratamate 
Transmission Line

Keyrong-Rasuwagadhi-Galchhi-
Ratamate

Energy Feasibility study
Unknown

Earthquake Monitoring Network Project Kathmandu, Biratnagar, other 
parts of Northern Nepal

Disaster prevention, 
preparedness

Completed
Unknown

Municipal Water Supply Improvement Project Kathmandu Water supply, sanitation Feasibility study Unknown

Kathmandu-Rasuwagadhi Tunnel Road First Stretch: Tokha, 
Kathmandu-Chhahare, 
Nuwakot 

Second Stretch: Mailung-
Syaphrubesi, Rasuwa 

Transport, storage Agreement Unknown

Madan Bhandari Technical University Chitlang Education Construction USD 361.96 MIllion

Koshi Economic Corridor Biratnagar-Kimathanka Transport, storage Verbal discussion/pledge Unknown

Karnali Corridor / Jamunaha-Hilsa Road 
Development Project

Jamunaha-Hilsa Transport, storage Feasibility study
Unknown

Hilsa-Surkhet Expressway Hilsa-Surkhet Transport, storage Feasibility study USD 538.74 Million

Tamor 756 MW Reservoir Hydropower Project Taplejung, Terhathum, 
Panchthar

Energy Agreement USD 1.21 Billion

Madi Multipurpose Hydropower Project Rolpa Energy Agreement USD 39 Million

Durbar High School Reconstruction Kathmandu Education Completed USD 7.15 Million

Melamchi Water Supply Project Melamchi Water supply, sanitation Construction USD 235.31 Million

Upper Marsyangdi A 50 MW Hydroelectric Project Bhulbhule, Lamjung District Energy Completed USD 134.68 Million
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Project Name Location Sector Status Budget

Rasuwagadhi 111MW Hydropower Project Gosaikunda, Rasuwa District Energy Construction USD 115.15 Million

Hongshi Shivam Cements Cement Factory Nawalparasi (Factory), Palpa 
(Mine)

Industry, mining, construction Completed USD 359.2 Million

Huaxin Cement Narayani Cement Factory Panikharka, Dhading Industry, mining, construction Construction USD 140 Million

Upper Madi 25 MW Hydropower Station Kaski Energy Completed USD 67.34 Million

Bheri-Babai Diversion Multipurpose Project Surkhet District Energy Construction USD 107 Million

Andhikhola Hydropower Project Syangja District Energy Feasibility study Unknown

102 MW Middle Bhotekoshi Hydroelectric Project Sindhupalchowk District Energy Construction USD 117.84 Million

60 MW Upper Trishuli 3A Hydropower Project Rasuwa District Energy Completed USD 125 Million

456 MW Upper Tamakoshi Hydropower Project Bigu Rural Municipality, 
Dolakha

Energy Construction USD 707.09 Million

200 MW Tamakoshi III Hydropower Project Dolakha and Ramechhap 
Districts

Energy Agreement USD 500 Million

102 MW Upper Trishuli 2 Hydropower Project Guljung, Rasuwa Energy Verbal discussion/pledge USD 171.55 Million

14 MW Kulekhani 3 Hydropower Project Kulekhani, Makwanpur District Energy Construction USD 38.97 Million

30 MW Nyadi Hydropower Project Ngadi Khola, Marsyangdi Energy Construction USD 51.18 Million

Kathmandu-Kulekhani-Hetauda Tunnel Highway Kathmandu-Kulekhani-Hetauda Transport, storage Agreement USD 505.06 Million

Tiptala Bhanjyang-Olangchungola Road 
Upgradation

Taplejung Transport, storage Completed Unknown

Basantpur Durbar Complex Reconstruction Basantapur Durbar Reconstruction relief, 
rehabilitation

Construction USD 1.26 Million

Nuwakot Palace Reconstruction Nuwakot Reconstruction relief, 
rehabilitation

Feasibility study
Unknown

National Ayurveda Research and Training Center Kirtipur University Health Completed USD 5.72 Million

Kathmandu-Pokhara-Lumbini Rail Tunnel Kathmandu-Pokhara-Lumbini Transport, storage Feasibility study Unknown

139.2 MW Lower Manang Marsyangdi Hydropower 
Project

Manang District Energy Agreement USD 280 Million

China Nepal Industrial Park Damak Jhapa Business and other services/
industry, mining, construction

Construction USD 2.8 Billion

Nepal-China Friendship Bridge / Miteri Bridge Rasuwagadhi Transport, storage Completed Unknown

Chitwan Industrial Park Chitwan Business and other services Verbal discussion/pledge Unknown

New Federal Parliament Building construction Singha Durbar Government, civil society Construction USD 42 Million

Tribuvan International Airport Upgradation Kathmandu Transport, storage Agreement USD 58.25 Million

NEPAL (continued)
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SRI LANKA

Project Name Location Sector Status Budget

Nelum Kuluna Colombo Tourism Completed USD 104.3 Million

Magampura Mahinda Rajapaksa International Port 
(Hambantota)

Hambantota Transport, storage Completed USD 1.16 Billion

Hambantota Port Oil Tank Complex Hambantota Energy Completed USD 84 Million

400 MW Hambantota LNG Power Plant Hambantota Energy Verbal discussion/pledge USD 700 Million

Hambantota Special Economic Zone Hambantota Business and other services Construction USD 5 Billion

Shipbuilding Project near Hambantota Port Hambantota Transport, storage Construction Unknown

Hambantota Tire Factory Project Hambantota Industry, mining, construction Agreement USD 300 Million

Hambantota-Kandy Expressway Hambantota-Kandy Transport, storage Construction USD 989 Million

Colombo Port City Colombo Business and other services Construction USD 15 Billion

Port City Hotels and Golf Course Colombo Tourism Agreement USD 500 Million

Marina Square Uptown Colombo Other multisector Construction Unknown

Port City Residential Developments Colombo Other multisector Agreement USD 250 Million

Nelum Pokuna Theatre Colombo Other multisector Completed USD 15.43 Million

Mattala Airport Mattala Transport, storage Completed USD 209 Million

Mattala Airport Oil Transfer Yard Phase 1 Mattala Energy Construction USD 40 Million

Jaya Container Terminal (Phase V), Colombo Port Port of Colombo Transport, storage Construction USD 32 Million

Matara to Kataragama Railway Matara-Beliatta-Hambantota-
Kataragama

Transport, storage Construction USD 366 Million

Phase 1: Matara-Beliatta Railway Matara-Beliatta Transport, storage Completed USD 278.2 Million

Phase 2: Beliatta-Hambantota Beliatta-Hambantota Transport, storage Feasibility study Unknown

Phase 3: Hambantota-Kataragama Hambantota-Kataragama Transport, storage Agreement Unknown

Colombo-Hambantota Expressway/Southern 
Expressway (E01)

Colombo-Galle-Matara-
Hambantota

Transport, storage Completed Unknown

a. Kottawa (Colombo)-Galle (Pinnaduwa) Section Colombo-Galle Transport, storage Completed USD 700 Million

b. Galle-Matara Section Galle-Matara Transport, storage Completed USD 180 Million

c. Matara-Hambantota Section Matara-Hambantota Transport, storage Completed USD 847.05 Million

Extension of Southern Expressway Project Matara-Beliatta-Wetiya-
Andarawewa

Transport, storage Construction Unknown

Phase 1: Matara -Beliatta Matara-Beliatta Transport, storage Construction Unknown

Phase 2: Beliatta - Wetiya Beliatta-Wetiya Transport, storage Construction USD 360.3 Million

Phase 3: Wetiya - Andarawewa Wetiya-Andarawewa Transport, storage Construction Unknown

Phase 4: Hambantota-Andarawewa-Mattala Hambantota-Andarawewa-
Mattala

Transport, storage Construction
Unknown

Colombo Outer Circular Highway (E02) Kottawa-Kaduwela-
Kadawatha-Kerawelapitiya

Transport, storage Completed
Unknown

Phase 1: Kottawa-Kaduwela Kottawa-Kaduwela Transport, storage Completed USD 135 Million

Phase 2: Kaduwela-Kadawatha Kaduwela-Kadawatha Transport, storage Completed USD 224.94 Million

Phase 3: Kadawatha-Kerawelapitiya Kadawatha-Kerawelapitiya Transport, storage Completed USD 520 Million
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Northern Expressway Enderamulla-Ambepussa-
Mirigama-Pallandeniya-Kandy

Transport, storage
Unknown

USD 4.5 Billion

Phase 1: Enderamulla-Ambepussa Enderamulla-Ambepussa Transport, storage Unknown USD 1 Billion

Phase 2: Mirigama-Pallandeniya Mirigama-Pallandeniya Transport, storage Unknown Unknown

Phase 3: Pallandeniya-Kandy Pallandeniya-Kandy Transport, storage Unknown Unknown

Colombo Katunayake Expressway (E03) Colombo-Katunayake Transport, storage Completed USD 292 Million

Kurunegala to Habarana Railway Line Kurunegala-Habanara Transport, storage Feasibility study USD 947 Million

Municipal Solid Waste Sanitary Landfill Disposal 
Facility, Aruwakkalu

Aruwakkalu, Puttalam Water supply, sanitation Agreement USD 101 Million

Tissapura Junior College Reconstruction Project Andalla Weerawila, 
Hambantota

Education Completed USD 200,000

Lakvijaya / Norochcholai Power Station Phase 1: Norocholai, Puttalam Energy Completed USD 455 Million

Lakvijaya / Norochcholai Power Station Phase 2: Norocholai, Puttalam Energy Completed USD 891 Million

Lakvijaya / Norochcholai Power Station Phase 3: Norocholai, Puttalam Energy Completed Unknown

Mahinda Rajapaksa International Cricket Stadium / 
Sooriyawewa International Cricket Stadium

Sooriyawewa, Hambantota Other social infrastructure  
and services

Completed USD 25.06 Million

Attanagalla Water Supply Project Attanagalla Water supply, sanitation Construction USD 34 Million

Kurunegala Water Supply Project Kurunegala Water supply, sanitation Completed USD 29.62 Million

Colombo National Hospital Outpatient Building Colombo Health Construction USD 60.75 Million

Moragahakanda - Kalu Ganga Development Project Elahera, Matale District Water supply, sanitation/
Energy

Completed USD 675 Million

Broadlands Hydropower Project Kithulgala Energy Construction USD 82 Million

China-Sri Lanka Historical Relations Gallery Galle Government, civil Society Construction Unknown

China-Sri Lanka Joint Centre for Education and 
Research

University of Ruhuna Education Completed
Unknown

China-Sri Lanka Friendship Hospital / National 
Nephrology Hospital

Polonnaruwa Health Completed USD 60 Million

Mirigama Industrial Zone Mirigama Industry, mining, construction Cancelled USD 28 Million

Aranayake China-Sri Lanka Friendship Village Kegalle Reconstruction and 
Rehabilitation

Construction USD 15 Million

Kaduruwela Town Shopping Mall Kaduruwela Business and other services Completed USD 75.31 Million

Nagananda Buddhist Unviersity Manelwatta, Bollegala, Kelaniya Education Construction Unknown

Valachchenai Water Supply Project Koraepattu Water supply, sanitation Agreement Unknown

TRI-ZEN Project Colombo Other social infrastructure  
and services

Construction Unknown

Free Trade Zone for Rubber Exports Kegalle Agriculture, forestry, fishing Agreement USD 300 Million
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Appendix 9 
Citations for Figure 2, “Import and Exports With China, by Focus Country”

“Statistics,” Department of Customs of Nepal, accessed June, 2021, https://www.customs.gov 
.np/, data is calculated based on exchange rates of each year’s value in Annual Report by Nepal 
Rastra Bank; “Review of Import Payments of Goods and Services, 2012-2013,” Bangladesh 
Bank, accessed June 7, 2021, https://www.bb.org.bd/pub/annual/imppayment/imp1213/ 
overview.pdf; “Review of Import Payments of Goods and Services, 2013-2014,” Bangladesh 
Bank, accessed June 7, 2021, https://www.bb.org.bd/pub/annual/imppayment/imp1314/over-
view.pdf; “Review of Import Payments of Goods and Services, 2015-2016,” Bangladesh Bank, 
accessed June 7, 2021, https://www.bb.org.bd/pub/annual/imppayment/imp1516/overview.pdf; 
“Review of Import Payments of Goods and Services, 2017-2018,” Bangladesh Bank, accessed 
June 7, 2021, https://www.bb.org.bd/ pub/annual/imppayment/imp1718/overview.pdf; “Review 
of Import Payments of Goods and Services, 2019-2020,” Bangladesh Bank, accessed June 
7, 2021, https://www.bb.org.bd/pub/annual/imppayment/imp1920/; “Export Data,” Export 
Promotion Bureau of Bangladesh, accessed June 7, 2021, http://epb.gov.bd/site/view/epb_ 
export_data/-; “Annual Report 2019,” Central Bank of Sri Lanka, 2020, https://www.cbsl.gov 
.lk/en/publications/economic-and-financial-reports/annual-reports/annual-report2019; “Annual 
Report 2015,” Central Bank of Sri Lanka, 2016, https://www.cbsl.gov.lk/en/publications/ 
economic-and-financialreports/annual-reports/annual-report-2015; “Annual Report 2020,” 
Maldives Monetary Authority, 2021, http://www.mma.gov .mv/documents/Annual%20
Report/2020/AR2020.pdf; “Annual Report 2015,” Maldives Monetary Authority, 2016,  
http://www .mma.gov.mv/documents/Annual%20Report/2015/AR-2015.pdf; export Data  
is calculated based on data from “Customs Statistics,” Maldives Customs Service, accessed  
April 2021, https://www.customs.gov.mv/Statistics and exchange rates from Annual Report  
by Maldives Monetary Authority.
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NEPAL
Tourist Arrival by Major Nationalities, 2010–2019

Year 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

China 46,360 61,917 71,861 113,173 123,805 64,675 104,005 104,664 153,633 169,543

% 7.7 8.4 8.9 12.4 15.7 12 13.81 11.1 13.1 14.2

India 120,898 149,504 165,815 180,974 135,343 75,124 118,249 160,832 194,323 254,150

% 20.1 20.3 20.6 23.2 17.1 13.9 15.7 17.1 16.57 21.2

Source: “Nepal Tourism Statistics 2019,” Ministry of Culture, Tourism, & Civil Aviation of Nepal, 2020, https://www.tourismdepartment 
.gov.np//files/statistics/42.pdf.

SRI LANKA 
Tourist Arrival by Major Nationalities, 2010–2019

Year 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

China 12,234 18,507 27,316 54,288 128,166 214,783 271,577 268,952 265,965 167,863

% 1.8 2.2 2.7 4.25 8.4 11.2 13.2 12.7 11.4 8.8

India 125,112 171,374 176,340 208,795 242,734 316,247 356,729 384,628 424,887 355,002

% 19.1 20.0 17.5 16.4 16.0 17.6 17.4 18.2 18.2 18.6

Source: “Annual Statistical Report 2013,” Sri Lanka Tourism Development Authority, 2013, https://sltda.gov.lk/storage/documents/ 
826914be6b2f346c08d0e66db21809cb.pdf; “Annual Statistical Report 2015,” Sri Lanka Tourism Development Authority, 2016,  
https://sltda.gov.lk/storage/documents/87e6120675b19fecce8c986006200ecf.pdf; “Annual Statistical Report 2017,” Sri Lanka Tourism 
Development Authority, 2018, https://sltda.gov.lk/storage/documents/0f7443899b258fa5bffbabf2ecc54e27.pdf; “Annual Statistical 
Report 2019,” Sri Lanka Tourism Development Authority, 2020, https://srilanka.travel/SLTDA_documents/ASR%202019.pdf.
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MALDIVES 
Tourist Arrival by Major Nationalities, 2010–2019

Year 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

China 118,961 198,655 229,551 331,719 363,626 359,514 324,326 306,530 283,116 284,029

% 15.0 21.3 24.0 29.5 30.2 29.1 25.2 22.1 22.1 16.7

India 25,756 30,978 31,721 38,014 45,587 52,368 66,955 83,019 90,474 166,030

% 3.3 3.3 3.3 3.4 3.8 4.2 5.2 6.0 6.0 9.7

Source: “Yearbook 2015,” Ministry of Tourism of Maldives, 2015, https://www.tourism.gov.mv/statistics/publications/year-2015;  
“Yearbook 2019,” Ministry of Tourism of Maldives, 2019, https://www.tourism.gov.mv/statistics/publications/year-2019;  
“Monthly Statistics December 2019,” Ministry of Tourism of Maldives, 2020, https://www.tourism.gov.mv/dms/document/ 
73b2403b4cfaedd75b977b9bb881a5e7.pdf.

BANGLADESH 
Tourist Arrival by Major Nationalities, 2010–2019

Year 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

China 2,332 3,256 3,828 3,933 5,619 3,217 5,807 6,839 6,363 7,004

% 1.67 2.07 2.39 3.78 4.17 2.54 3.18 2.88 2.38 2.16

India 92,567 108,766 111,683 69,243 91,486 100,176 144,304 188,814 213,947 270,024

% 66.54 69.47 70.01 66.57 68.32 79.33 79.08 79.51 80.06 83.52

Source: “Foreign Tourist Arrivals in Bangladesh, Top Twelve Countries, 2010-2019,” http://tourismboard.portal.gov.bd/sites/ 
default/files/files/tourismboard.portal.gov.bd/page/a6d53fd2_42a9_454a_91db_6b37331f05e7/2020-01-13-13-43- 
ae468c763ffd30af8cedfcea11ed6520.pdf.
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BANGLADESH 
Top Sources of Foreign Assistance (in Millions of U.S. Dollars)

Country/Agency 2012–13 2013–14 2014–15 2015–16 2016–17 2017–18 2018–19 2019–20

International 
Development 
Association (IDA)

769.63 936.05 977.89 1,157.90 1,399.66 1,422.65 2,020.93 644.00

Asian Development  
Bank (ADB)

752.05 464.68 715.76 813.76 757.11 896.39 1255.02 737.60

Japan 348.58 450.78 366.46 553.06 645.71 1,544.46 1,195.65 730.33

Russia 0.00 0.00 113.91 202.69 92.41 832.82 903.86 500.33

China 77.04 472.71 121.23 115.73 36.39 988.66 515.09 463.99

Source: “Bangladesh Economic Review 2020,” Finance Division, Ministry of Finance of Bangladesh, 2020, https://mof.portal.gov.bd/site/
page/28ba57f5-59ff-4426-970a-bf014242179e/Bangladesh-Economic-Review-2020.

NEPAL
Top Foreign Assistance Providers (in Millions of U.S. Dollars)

Country/Agency 2013–14 2014–15 2015–16 2016–17 2017–18 2018–19 2019–20

World Bank 277 188 244 346 534 528 461

Asian Development 
Bank

155 148 218 254 292 292 611

UK 151 168 89 128 124 117 95

United States 45 132 119 134 118 78 125

EU 52 31 29 84 116 26 50

Japan 41 40 46 78 106 111 73

UN 27 44 114 121 66 64 44

China 41 38 35 41 59 150 93

India 48 22 36 59 57 58 94

Source: “Development Cooperation Report FY 2019/20,” Ministry of Finance of Nepal, March 2021, https://nepalindata.com/media/
resources/items/11/bDevelopment_Cooperation_Report_2019_20.pdf.
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SRI LANKA 
Top Foreign Assistance Providers (in Millions of U.S. Dollars)

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

Loans (Total) 1,083.363 2,014.68 2,233.853 2,798.725 2,783.426 2,703.263 2,777.382 761.6189

China 470.5896 205.5879 272.2989 265.7343 392.5359 1073.85 420.1746 534.9604

IDA 59.99862 82.49611 35.05428 149.713 117.4186 10.47333 14.6118 88.84266

ADB 131.0027 89.29512 127.1325 163.5981 193.4319 177.9317 65.40075 81.24106

India 167.3767 91.69117 30.01479 -3.95194 -1.07291 -32.7716 -69.9429 -56.387

Grants (Total) 59.40973 80.46633 71.62179 53.251 30.53879 18.76882 24.66499 36.33424

ADB 2.248514 7.134758 1.527117 0 0 0 0 12.21513

UN 13.36872 0.289969 5.594802 7.910547 4.154269 2.861835 1.76729 11.19586

Japan 12.00737 16.64268 6.649901 6.789052 9.590801 12.38304 9.172292 8.856907

United States 9.414698 10.15654 0 23.83178 0 2.478798 10.71385 0

Source: “Annual Report 2020,” Central Bank of Sri Lanka, April 2021; “Annual Report 2015,” Central Bank of Sri Lan-
ka, 2016. Currency converted into USD using exchange rates in these reports.
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